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Letters to
the Editor

Plane Accident Report
September 18, 2013, To

Dombroski, Frank Peter of Westfield,
N.J.

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) has investigated an al-
leged violation that reportedly oc-
curred on Thursday, February 21,
2013 in the vicinity of Lake Placid,
N.Y.

This letter is to inform you that the
investigation did not establish a vio-
lation of the Federal Aviation Regu-
lations, and you may consider the
matter closed.

Should you have questions, feel
free to contact our office.

Editor’s note: See
www.goleader.com/13feb28

Questions to WF Town Council on
Command Center Are Met by Silence

If County Gov. Shut Down, Who’d Notice?

Lonegan Comments on
Gay Marriage Ruling
Mayor Steve Lonegan, Republi-

can candidate for the United States
Senate, issued the following state-
ment about a New Jersey judge’s
decision last week mandating gay
marriage in New Jersey:

“The issue here is not gay mar-
riage. The issue is an activist judge
who is legislating from the bench,
using her judicial power to advance
her own agenda. Whether one sup-
ports gay marriage or not, this deci-
sion must be made by the state Leg-
islature and the people of New Jer-
sey, not an activist judge.

“As a U.S. Senator, I will only
confirm judges that will uphold the
Constitution, not twist it like a mere
piece of wax to advance their own
agenda.”

Steve Lonegan
Candidate for U.S. Senate

Mountainside Residents Should Get
Familiar With Proposed School Bond

Only A Dollar of Taxes Goes to Food Stamps

Candidate Walsh Responds to
Letters on His Westfield Campaign

I read with interest the editorial
from the man from Mountainside that
applauded some of his tax dollars
going towards food stamps.

I do not think he understands the
situation. Out of his annual tax pay-
ment, only about one dollar goes
towards the food stamp program (and
that is an estimate). By the time it gets
down to the food stamp recipient it is
closer to one dime. That does not do
much.

The government was put in place
to take care of roads, bridges, fire and
police protection and schools. It is
not very good nor efficient at branch-
ing out into other areas.

If this gentleman was concerned
about feeding the hungry, maybe he
should put his money and talents
where his mouth is and do some-
thing.

I for one support the local food
bank (through Redeemer Lutheran
and Saint Helen’s) with both money,
time and food stuffs.

He could give can or dry food
goods at Stop & Shop in Westfield or
he can give financial support (and or
his time and talents) if he was really
concerned.

Don’t just do the talk, do the walk.
Carl Swenson

Westfield

I read Mark Martini’s recent letter
criticizing Union County government
with interest. Westfielders pay 20
percent of our property taxes to Union
County and it’s a stiff price to pay for
the maintenance of a few parks and
roads. The most tangible result is the
outrageously extravagant clubhouse
for Galloping Hill Golf Course,
clearly visible from the Parkway. It

stands as an ugly and insulting testa-
ment to the complete disregard with
which the Union County freeholders
spend our money. I’ve often felt that
if Union County government just shut
down it would take most of us several
months to even notice.

I shall be voting for Mr. Martini.
Simon Lack

Westfield

I appreciate the responses to my
call for diversity in the letters to the
editor in support of my campaign for
4th Ward Town Council.

I thank Roselle Republican Chair-
man Stryeski for his historical lesson
on the change of the name of the
category of voters from Independent
to Unaffiliated of which I was aware
(as I carry the registration lists with
me, when I go door to door). How-
ever, he needs to get out among the
people, because the “unaffiliated” still
refer to themselves as Independent –
and many of them are fiercely inde-
pendent — and I continue to use the
old, and in my mind, more accurate
terminology hopefully with Mr.
Stryeski’s permission. But the point
is that Unaffiliated or Independent,
they still deserve representation on
town committees and boards. I would
not be as dismissive of their voting
power as Mr. Stryeski hints.

Mr. Quinn rightly refers to Demo-
cratic dominance on the Union
County Board of Freeholders and
Democratic majorities in the Legis-
lature. But his solution is not clear.

Should we accept without question
Republican dominance in Westfield
because the Democrats dominate else-
where? Or should each party im-
prove its candidates and refine their
messages so as to make them reso-
nate to a majority of the voters? I
favor the latter and yes, Frank, I am
awake – and running.

Debby Burslem misreads my letter
in concluding that I have overlooked
the tremendous contributions that
citizens, like her, have made to make
this town the wonderful place it is. If
every member of every board and
commission was a Debby Burslem, I
would have no quarrel with the selec-
tion process. But they are not. As
Dave Haas pointed out, the Tree Pres-
ervation Commission has not met in
three years. I have no interest in toss-
ing out or disregarding the hard-work-
ing members of these commissions
and boards. All I want to do is add
other hard-working citizens, who are
not considered, solely because they
are not Republican.

John J. Walsh
Candidate for Westfield Council

On September 4th, the
Mountainside Board of Education
submitted ROD grant applications
for much needed capital improve-
ments at our two schools. If these
ROD grants are approved at Level 1,
Mountainside will receive $7.7 mil-
lion or 40 percent of the project cost
from the state. The Department of
Education considers Level 1 projects
the highest priority projects in the
state. As a requirement to receive this
$7.7 million, the Mountainside BOE
must demonstrate our ability to raise
the remaining $11.7 million by suc-
cessfully passing a referendum. This
referendum will cost the average
home owner approximately $287 per
year.

Fixed income seniors could be eli-
gible for future property tax reim-
bursement (Senior Freeze). Informa-
tion on this tax freeze is available at
the State of New Jersey Department
of the Treasury. Additionally, basic
information is available at the
Mountainside Board of Education
office, 1497 Woodacres Drive.

Why are these improvements
needed? These projects are focused
on addressing the public feedback
received on the strategic plan surveys
and responding to overall school se-
curity concerns. The Strategic Plan
respondents felt schools influence
home values and that our schools, in
particular Deerfield, need repairs.
While New Jersey Monthly recently
ranked Mountainside no. 1 in Union

County and 44th in the state, it will be
difficult for our schools to compete
with our neighbors including
Westfield, New Providence, Berke-
ley Heights and Summit without these
repairs. At Deerfield, the boiler and
windows haven’t been replaced since
the building was built in the 50’s, our
bathrooms and locker room need
upgrading to adhere to ADA stan-
dards, wood paneling needs replace-
ment to adhere to fire code and sev-
eral classrooms still have asbestos
flooring. Further, the roofs at both
buildings, far beyond their useful
life’s, are beginning to leak and drain-
age issues at both schools are creat-
ing the potential external safety haz-
ards.

If these projects aren’t addressed
now the buildings will still need the
same repairs. Unfortunately, those
same repairs will presumably cost sig-
nificantly more. The 40 percent ROD
grant subsidy is temporarily available.
ROD grants were last issued in 2008
and it is unclear if this program will
ever get refunded. Additionally, the
current public bond market is provid-
ing very favorable rates.

We implore Mountainside residents
to familiarize themselves with the
facts of this project. As always we
would appreciate your feedback.
Upcoming scheduled BOE meetings
are October 22nd, November 19th
and December 17th.

Board of Education
Mountainside

The town ordinances require that
there be an opportunity at each town
council meeting for the public to speak.
When a member of the public politely
asks a question which might embarrass
the council, the citizen is met with
silence.

I have politely asked the council ques-
tions concerning the bidding process
surrounding the recent purchase of the
emergency mobile command center and
the attendant vehicles from a manufac-
turer in Utah. That manufacturer signed
an affidavit of non-collusion which is,
at a minimum, questionable, yet was
fully accepted by Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea.

The town council did not vote to
allow bids to be taken until March 19,
2013. Before that, two officers of the
Westfield Police Department were
flown to Utah and put up there while
they were shown the product. In Janu-
ary of this year, two vehicles were sent
to Westfield and stored at Sevell’s ga-
rage and marked with W.P.D. decals. In
January the WPD arranged a show at
the Westfield Armory to display equip-
ment including the mobile command
center Westfield eventually purchased.
That unit never left Westfield after the
exhibition. When asked, the manufac-
turer stated the unit was custom built
for Westfield.

Since Town Administrator Jim Gildea
is charged with knowing what the heads
of departments are doing, Mr. Gildea
must have known of the police enter-
tainment by the manufacturer, the trans-
fer of possession of two vehicles, the
showcasing by the WPD of the emer-
gency mobile command center, and the
storage of that unit in Westfield well
before the town council ever took a vote
to allow specifications and bids. How
can Town Administrator Jim Gildea
accept an affidavit of non-collusion?

Since the entire town council was
invited to the WPD-sponsored display
of the mobile command center in Janu-
ary, how did they not think there was no
collusion?

How could Councilman Sam Della
Fera congratulate Westfield Police Chief
David Wayman on his negotiations with
the manufacturer when the town coun-
cil had not even given its permission to
purchase? How does a town council
member congratulate the chief of po-
lice for entering into an agreements to
which he is not allowed to agree, with a
manufacturer who must sign an affida-
vit of non-collusion? These are valid
questions based on facts obtained which
are answered by silence.

Greg Kasko
Westfield

Union County Freeholders; But It Wasn’t Always Like This
If you are a Union County resident you

need to ask yourself one simple question.
What am I getting from Union County for
my tax dollars?

Every year the majority of the munici-
palities pay an ever-increasing portion of
their property taxes to Union County.
The overall budget and tax levy has been
on the increase for over 16 years. Actu-
ally, the tax levy on you from the All-
Democrat Board of Freeholders has more
than doubled since 1996 and the same
can be said about the budget.

The average percentage of the current
portion of property taxes paid by munici-
palities in Union County is about 18
percent. Simply stated, for every $10,000
in property taxes you pay, $1,800 goes to
the county.

The township paying the greatest per-
centage of their property taxes to Union
County is Summit with 26 percent, fol-
lowed by 25 percent for Mountainside,
23 percent for Berkeley Heights, 22 per-

cent for Westfield, 21 percent for Clark,
20 percent New Providence, Cranford,
and Kenilworth, 19 percent for Garwood,
Scotch Plains, and 18 percent for Spring-
field and Fanwood.

But it wasn’t always like this. In the
January 25, 1997, issue of The Westfield
Leader, the WL reported the following,
“In her report dated January 15, 1997 to
the board, Mrs. Baran noted that since
1990, when she was appointed county
manager, the county’s reliance on prop-
erty taxes to pay for its budget has been
reduced 17.9 percent. In fact, she esti-
mates that by 1999, the county may actu-
ally witness a 2 percent tax reduction,
based on current projections. The reli-
ance on property taxes has dropped by 5
percent of the total budget over the past
six years. The tax levy was 3.50 percent
in 1994 and 2.99 percent in 1995.”

We haven’t heard such great news
since then. Keep in mind that was when
the Republicans held the majority on the

Board of Freeholders and it was biparti-
san. In 1997 the county budget was $276.5
million and the tax levy portion was only
$152.5 million. Jumping to 2013, the
county budget is $493 million and the tax
levy portion $317.5 million.

Back in 1997 everything was running
smoothly, efficiently, within budget and
we had millions in surplus. The Demo-
crats spent the surplus and have contin-
ued to raise your taxes ever since. You
haven’t heard of the All-Democrat Board
of Freeholders reducing taxes let alone
forecasting a reduction in taxes two years
out.

So back to the original question, what
am I getting from Union County for my
tax dollars? The All-Democrat Board of
Freeholder mismanaged everything they
get their hands on from Runnels Hospital
and Galloping Hills Golf course to name
a couple.

So how do they solve the budget prob-
lems they created? Transfer everything
to the Union County Improvement Au-
thority or privatize it. The UCIA is ex-
empt from the 2 percent cap so they can
raise taxes to cover costs while they pay
out $5,000 per Union County employee
for not taking health insurance offered.
By the way, the freeholders all voted for
it and took the $5,000 opt out, essentially
giving themselves a $5,000 raise, but it
cost you $1.6 million for their generosity
along with giving health benefits for life
to non-union employees in exchange for
zero percent pay raise for the next three
years.

So great, but what happens in year
four, five, six, and so on. The employees
will get a pay raise and still have health
benefits for life. Did anyone on the board
of freeholders think this one through?
The things that make you go hmm.

If you’re a Union County resident,
regardless of party affiliation, do your-
self and your wallet a favor and break up
the All-Democrat Board of Freeholders
and restore bi-partisanship to your county
government.

Marc Krauss
Candidate for Freeholder

SP Library Determines Hours of
Operation, Not The Council

I read with great interest Republican
Council Candidate Llewellyn Jones re-
cent attack on me regarding this year’s
budget for the Scotch Plains Library. I
would like to take this opportunity to set
the record straight.

Mr. Jones, I am proud of my record of
fiscal responsibility on the Scotch Plains
Council. Times are tough and we have
had to make tough decisions. The people
in Scotch Plains elected a Democratic
majority last year because they wanted a
change. We can’t go back to the days of
recklessly increasing taxes. We have to
live within our means. The library is fully
funded as is called for by New Jersey
State law. It is time to stop making this a
political issue and instead, do what is
right for the people of Scotch Plains

The amount that the Town Council
includes in the budget for its municipal
library is set by state law. It was done this
way so that the libraries in the state weren’t
shortchanged by local politicians in an

effort to balance their budgets. Scotch
Plains has fully funded the library this
year based on what the law is.

You might not be aware of this Mr.
Jones, but in the municipal budget, the
only department that has the ability to
hold onto unspent funds after the end of
a fiscal year is the library. At the end of
2012, the Board of Directors at the Scotch
Plains Library was sitting on approxi-
mately $60,000 in unspent funds.

Now while I agree with Mr. Jones that
the reduction in hours at the library is a
case of wrong priorities. The priorities in
question are that of the Board of Direc-
tors. They, not the council, are the ones
who determine what hours the library is
open. They have sufficient funds to oper-
ate the library this year. Our libraries
hours are comparable to neighboring
towns such as Fanwood.

Councilman Louis Beckerman
Candidate for Council

Washington DC CTRL + ALT + DEL
THE BLAME GAMEFor the first time in 17 years the federal government

shut down Tuesday after the House and Senate were
unable to reach a six- week budget stopgap bill to fund the
government. Republicans, who control the House, want a
one-year delay in implementation of the individual man-
date that is part the new national health care program,
better known as ObamaCare. The Republicans also insist
that ObamaCare apply to Congress and all political ap-
pointees – a prevision of fairness they say.

Democrats, who control the Senate and the Presidency,
accepted no compromise.

This test of will is a prelude to the larger battle looming
this month over raising the debt ceiling. The Republicans
are trying to stem the massive deficit spending.

During the shutdown, federal parks, such as the Statute
of Liberty, the Sandy Hook National Recreational Area,
the Smithsonian and Yosemite, will be closed. FAA per-
sonnel are furloughed. But Congress will still get paid.

Social Security payments will go out on time and
Medicare will not be impacted. The IRS has stopped
auditing and are not answering their phones. Some 800,000
federal workers are on unpaid furlough.

TSA agents at airports and FBI agents are still working
although their paychecks will be delayed.

The rhetoric over the shutdown has come from both
political parties in Washington.

Locally, New Jersey Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) said
“I am deeply disappointed Congress could not come to
agreement on an emergency short-term budget to keep
our government open and fully operational. It is an abject
failure of both parties to govern responsibly and symp-

tomatic of the budget dysfunction that has enveloped the
Congress for many years.”

Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) commented: “...To prevent
families from gaining health care, the Tea Party is holding
hostage nearly every other operation of the federal gov-
ernment: everything from disease investigations by the
Center for Disease Control, to college loans, to Social
Security applications. This hostage-taking behavior is
undemocratic, destructive, and dangerous... extremists
are choosing to shut down the entire government out of
hatred for a bill that... helps families afford health care...”

Asm. Jon Bramnick (LD-21 Westfield, R) said, “The
shutdown of the federal government impacts the liveli-
hoods of people across the country and those who depend
on the services it provides. The public depends on its
leaders to run government and resolve problems. Until
this impasse is resolved, neither the President nor mem-
bers of Congress should be paid.”

The next fight over raising the federal debt ceiling will
be even bloodier. Elected officials are more interested in
placing blame, protecting their interests, ego stroking and
enhancing power – rather than serving the people.

The Federal Government, including the executive
branch, with statesmen nowhere to be found, are held in
low esteem by the public. As a group, they are inept with
no way to reboot. Sadly, we elected them.

Ctrl+Alt+Del.
The last shutdown during the Clinton Administration

lasted 28 days over two occurrences in November 1995
and again in January 1996.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrasonical – Boastful or bragging
2. Castanea – A genus of the common

chestnut tree
3. Excortication – Stripping off bark
4. Tourbillion – A whirlwind; a fire-

work that rises with a spiral motion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

IMPORTUOUS
1. Of pressing value; important
2. Without a port or harbor
3. Pertaining to goods being brought

into a country
4. Seizing an opportunity; responding

correctly at the right time
MISE

1. The staging of a play, including the
setting, arrangement of actors, etc.

2. A slender dagger used in the Middle
Ages

3. Mean; nasty
4. In Old English law, an issue to be

tried
PERRY

1. Grayish blue
2. Jewelry; precious stones
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A midieval catapult for hurling stones

SAXICOLINE
1. Hollowing out rocks, as some mol-

lusks
2. A word, phrase, idiom, etc. of En-

glish or Anglo-Saxon origin
3. A string of pearls
4. Living or growing among the rocks

More letters on page 19

Silly Season
Governor Christie: You know when

you’re in the silly season like we’re in
now – everybody running around and
campaigning for different things –
when we see the craziness we’re see-
ing down in Washington, D.C, today
where people who say that they want
to be in public life to try to run the
government and then their solution
to doing that is to not speak to each
other, not work with each other, and
shut our government down, that’s a
failure....

“IT HAS BEEN SAID
THAT DEMOCRACY IS
THE WORST FORM OF
GOVERNMENT EXCEPT

ALL THE OTHERS
THAT HAVE BEEN

TRIED.”
WINSTON CHURCHILL


