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Union Train Station Named
For Congressman Franks

TRENTON – Joining family,
friends and former colleagues last
week, Governor Chris Christie offi-
cially dedicated NJ Transit’s Union
Rail Station in honor of the late Con-
gressman Bob Franks (R-7th). Mr.
Franks, who succumbed to cancer in
2010 at the age of 58, was instrumen-
tal in securing the federal funds which
culminated in the planning, construc-
tion and current operation of this
widely-used Raritan Valley Line sta-
tion.

“Bob Franks was truly one of a
kind: compassionate, principled and
committed to delivering results for
the people he served, whether in
Trenton, Washington D.C., or here
in the streets of Union,” Governor
Christie said. “This station is the
direct result of his leadership and
determination to make life better for
the New Jerseyans he represented
and I’m honored today to dedicate
this station with Bob’s wife, Fran,
and their three daughters: Sara,
Abigail and Kelly.”

Mr. Franks served 13 years in the
New Jersey General Assembly and
eight years as a member of Congress,
achieving a notable record of success
as an advocate on transportation is-
sues. As a member of the General
Assembly, he wrote the law estab-
lishing New Jersey’s Transportation
Trust Fund and effectively advocated
for numerous improvements to mass
transportation.

“There is no doubt that New Jersey
is a better place because of the work
of Bob Franks,” Transportation Com-
missioner and NJ Transit Board Chair-
man James Simpson said. “His fore-
sight in creating the Transportation
Trust Fund has enabled our state to
continue to expand our mass trans-
portation network and provide a
mechanism for the maintenance of
our roads and infrastructure.”

As a member of Congress, Mr.
Franks parlayed his deep passion for
public transportation through his ser-
vice on the powerful Budget Commit-
tee and Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee. He also chaired the
Railroads Subcommittee, and was an
early proponent of leveraging trans-
portation assets through transit-ori-
ented development. This was specifi-
cally manifested in the construction of
Union Station in Union Township.

“Using relationships that only Bob
could forge, he became a forceful
and incredibly effective advocate for
federal transportation funds,” said NJ
Transit Executive Director James
Weinstein. “His enduring legacy is
reflected in the growth of NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line and the entire rail
network for that matter, and will for-
ever be illustrated by a rail station
that has now been dedicated in his
honor.”

A plaque was unveiled at the cer-
emony by Governor Christie and the
family of the late Congressman. The
text of the plaque reads as follows:

“Union Station, Dedication to Con-
gressman Bob Franks, 1951-2010: A
noted transportation advocate, Con-
gressman Bob Franks championed
innovative transportation services and
landmark projects that enhanced ser-
vice quality and supported economic
development across New Jersey and
the metropolitan region.

“A New Jersey native, Mr. Franks
devoted two decades of his life to
elected public service – 13 years in

the New Jersey General Assembly
and eight years as a member of Con-
gress. In Trenton and Washington,
Bob Franks was a consistent, power-
ful voice for transportation. Among
his achievements, he wrote the state
law creating the Transportation Trust
Fund; led the formation of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition – an advocacy
group for transit riders along the
Raritan Valley Rail Line and pushed
for Union Train Station to be part of
NJ Transit’s capital program.

“Bob Franks was also an advocate
for expanding parking lots and jitney
services at commuter rail stations, bi-
level train cars for NJ Transit, the
Lackawanna Cut-off project and the
modernization and improvement of
NJ Transit ‘s bus fleets.

“During his tenure in Congress,
Bob Franks served with distinction
on the powerful Budget Committee
and Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee. Congressman
Franks’ key policy efforts were
aimed to expand the economy and
create private sector employment,
reduce taxes, enact welfare reform,
promote national defense, and ad-
vocate for Amtrak and initiatives
that improved access to mass trans-
portation.

“Known for his unquestioned in-
tegrity and ability to work with those
across the political aisle, Congress-
man Franks partnered with com-
munities, including Union Town-
ship, to leverage transportation as-
sets for transit-oriented develop-
ment. He recognized Union Station
as a necessity for the Township of
Union, Kean University and the sur-
rounding towns, companies and
residents.

“Bob Franks’ tireless work and
commitment to public service en-
sured that this facility would stand
for generations. Union Station will
therefore be dedicated to Bob Franks,
as a tribute befitting one of New
Jersey’s most visionary and impor-
tant transportation leaders.”

DINER TOUR...Mark Martini, candidate for Union County Freeholder, contin-
ued his Union County Diner and Business Owner Tour with a visit to the Mark
Twain Diner in Union where he met with business manager and Union Township
resident, Arturo Mena. Mr. Mena reiterated to Mr. Martini the same recurring
themes that axes too high and that there not enough jobs in Union County which
continues to hurt business owners.

CANDIDATES AND COACHES...Marc Krauss, candidate for Union County
Freeholder, with son Judah, and Jerry Fernandez, candidate for the Springfield
Township Committee, with sons Robert and Christian, coach their sons’ respec-
tive Pre-K soccer teams every Saturday. Both Marc and Jerry served together as
on the Township Committee of Springfield from 2010-2012.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
REMEMBERING POWS/MIAS...Union County Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski, left, Vernell Wright and Bruce Bergen listen as Union County Under-
sheriff Vincent DeTrolio, a Vietnam veteran, speaks during Union County’s
annual remembrance ceremony honoring prisoners of war and those missing in
action (POW/MIA) outside the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. National
POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed each year on the third Friday of
September.

Granados of Elizabeth
Becomes New Freeholder

COUNTY – Sergio Granados, an
Elizabeth resident, has become the
newest Union County Freeholder, fill-
ing a vacancy on the board.

Mr. Granados assumes Dan
Sullivan’s vacant Freeholder spot,
which expires at the
end of December this
year. Mr. Sullivan re-
signed last month, cre-
ating the vacancy. Mr.
Granados was sworn
in last Thursday night
after being selected on
September 24 by the
county’s Democratic
Committee to succeed
Mr. Sullivan.

“I thank the mem-
bers of the Commit-
tee for their support
and confidence in
me,” Mr. Granados
said. “I look forward
to bringing my enthusiasm and en-
ergy to county government and am
honored to be working with a team of
Freeholders who continue to work
hard to provide high quality services
to our residents.”

As per his philosophy and work
ethic, Mr. Granados quipped he
“would not be the one who crams to
learn but understands to learn.”

“I do not intend to rush through
issues and seek quick fixes,” Mr.
Granados said. “My goal is to take a
holistic, fair and reasoned approach
to solutions.”

Freeholders Chairman Linda Carter
welcomed Mr. Granados to the board.
“Sergio, as someone who has govern-
mental experience, will be able to hit
the ground running,” Ms. Carter said.

County Manager Al Faella also wel-
comed Granados. “Sergio is a hard work-
ing official who will be able to sit down
and immediately begin helping with
ideas and solutions,” Mr. Faella said.

Mr. Granados said he would em-
phasize communication and outreach,
saying he looks forward to their input
and that of the public’s, adding he
will be someone who will “always
listen to your concerns.”

Mr. Granados, who is of Portu-
guese and Salvadorian descent, is a
graduate of Kean University and
Elizabeth High School. He works as
a supervisor in the City of Elizabeth’s

health division where,
among his responsi-
bilities, he conducts
budget analysis,
policy implementation
and training.

“I look forward to
working with county ad-
ministrative officials in
seeking out efficiencies
and shared services,” he
said.

 Mr. Granados said
he would focus on eco-
nomic development,
job training and job cre-
ation initiatives, shared
services, fiscal issues

and education.
“I believe everyone should have

the means to further their education,”
he said. “It’s a ladder – often the only
ladder available to low- and middle-
education families – that will hope-
fully lead the young generation to
real job opportunities in the 21st cen-
tury. These are the people I am here to
represent — working-class residents
and our families.”

Sergio Granados

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS...Assembly Minority Leader Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
left, joins Governor Chris Christie, Assembly Speaker Shiela (D-34, East Orange)
and Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester), right, for the signing of the
Economic Opportunity Act in the Governor's Office.

Christie Signs Bramnick
Economic Opportunity Act

TRENTON – Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), known as “The Economic
Opportunity Act of 2013,” has been
signed into law by Governor Chris
Christie.

The new law directs the state’s
Economic Development Authority
(EDA) to oversee and administer the
Grow New Jersey Assistance Pro-
gram and the Economic Redevelop-
ment and Growth Grant Program.

“Governor Christie has been a
strong leader in the effort to improve
the state’s economy,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “This important bipartisan leg-
islation simplifies several of the state’s
business incentive programs under
one umbrella, which is a common
sense way to make New Jersey a
more business-friendly state. The new
structure condenses the state’s incen-
tive programs, which makes it easier
for companies to participate and more

Holt Comments On
Gay Marriage Ruling
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Rush

Holt (D-12th) released the following
statement in response to a state judge’s
ruling legalizing same-sex marriage
in New Jersey:

“This is a day for the history books
in New Jersey. After so many years of
discrimination, injustice, and legal
uncertainty, same-sex couples finally
have the right to marry in our state.
Superior Court Judge Mary
Jacobson’s decision is both legally
and morally sound, and I congratu-
late Garden State Equality on this
victory.

“The Supreme Court’s ruling ear-
lier this year to overturn the federal
Defense of Marriage Act was so strong
that every state sooner or later will
have to reach the decision to recog-
nize all marriages equally. I urge the
Christie Administration to accept this
pro-equality judgment and not at-
tempt to overrule it on appeal.

“By accepting the court’s decision,
the Governor can send a strong signal
that all citizens, regardless of their
sexual orientation, are equal in the
eyes of the law.”

CAMPAIGN SEASON...Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, who is seek-
ing reelection, and her running mate this November, Tom Kranz, attended the
annual Fannywood Day street fair on Sunday.

efficient for the government to ad-
minister. The new law will help cre-
ate jobs across our state.”

The Grow New Jersey Assistance
Program is designed to attract and
retain companies in the state by
awarding tax credits for each new or
retained full-time job per year up to
10 years.

The legislation also provides
that the Economic Redevelopment
and Growth Grant program will
become the state’s only redevel-
oper incentive program and will
assist in closing financing gaps
encountered in new or redevelop-
ment projects.

The bill phases out the provi-
sions of the Business Retention and
Relocation Assistance Grant Pro-
gram, the Business Employment
Incentive Program, and the Urban
Transit Hub Tax Credit Program,
all of which are also administered
by the EDA.

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY...Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin walks to
Jefferson School with Walk to School Day winner Haylee Ramirez, grade 3, on
September 25.
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Green Hails State
Court’s  Ruling

PLAINFIELD – Assemblyman
Jerry Green (D-22, Plainfield) hailed
Friday’s decision by a New Jersey
Superior Court judge to start allowing
same-sex marriages on October 21 as
a victory for civil rights in New Jersey.

“What the Mercer County Superior
Court did was recognize our current
civil union law for what it is – an
unconstitutional barrier towards true
equality in New Jersey. Separate but
equal can never truly be equal, espe-
cially in light of the recent U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling on DOMA (De-
fense of Marriage Act)...It’s time for
the Governor to get out of the way and
let true equality be the law of the land.”


