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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.
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RALLYING IN THE TROOPS...Councilman Lou Beckerman speaks to sup-
porters at the opening of the Scotch Plains Democratic Headquarters on East 2nd
Street Saturday.

OUT AND ABOUT...Pack 34 Webelos Den 7 visits Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin
Glover as part of "Meeting A Community Leader Accomplishment." Pictured
with the mayor are Den Leader  Jeff Fezza and Scouts Jeffrey Fezza, Jake Fezza,
Joseph Berry, Dante Silva, Connor Hoffman, James Barth and Bene Skirdie.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
AROUND THE WORLD...Taking a break from the World DanceSport Games
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Gene Jannotti of Garwood checks out the nine-story
rooftop Ferris Wheel at the Dream Mall and The Westfield Leader.

 Photo courtesy of Bernadette Anderson
THE SIMPLE LIFE...Dori Anderson and her son, Ryan, get back to basics while
reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in Amish County, Lancaster, Pa.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Greenman
CREATING AN IMPACT...Ken, Nancy and Justin Greenman got deep into The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while at Meteor Crater in Winslow, Ariz. this
summer.  Meteor Crater is the largest impact crater in the United States.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to hire the Louis Berger Group of
Morristown to provide engineering ser-
vices for intersection improvements at
Center Street and South Avenue in
Garwood. Joseph Graziano, director of
engineering, public works and facili-
ties, said Berger would conduct a traf-
fic study of the intersection. He said
new traffic signals will be installed at
the intersection.

Garwood Council President Sara
Todisco thanked the board for the reso-
lution. She called the project “fabulous
for the town.”

Also approved was a resolution to
apply for, and if approved, to enter into
an agreement with the state Depart-
ment of Transportation for $3.4 million
in state aid to maintain county roads.
Mr. Graziano said the number is $1
million lower than what the county
received last year.

The board approved a five-year con-
tract with Cooper Notification of Long
Branch to host the Union County First
Alert emergency notification system at
a rate of $41,370 per year and a total
contract of $206,850.

Per a question by Freeholder Angel
Estrada, Deputy Director of the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal Cherron Rountree said at the
agenda meeting that the county system
has 396,467 users, of which 346,000
are landlines, 19,000 are cell phones,
29,000 are e-mail accounts and 53 are
pagers. The contract includes 100,000
minutes of voice messages after which
there will be a 15-cent charge per
minute. There is no charge for text
messages or for e-mails and no charge
to municipalities outside of the charge
for voice messages once the county has
met its limit.

Also approved was a $1.2-million
contract with Total Turf Golf Services
of Huntingdon Valley, Pa. for renova-
tion work at Galloping Hill Golf Course.
Ms. Rountree said the work will in-
clude drainage improvements, the ad-
dition of seven tees, resurfacing of some
tees, improving greens and sand traps.

She said the work is funded through the
county’s capital budget.

“This will help us save money on
everyday maintenance at the facility,”
in addition to getting golfers back on
the course quicker after a heavy rain,
she said.

Mr. Buettner called the $1.2-million
expenditure a “red herring,” saying he
thought it was the same amount the
county had been spending to run Gal-
loping Hill, Ash Brook and Oak Ridge
Golf Courses. Oak Ridge has closed
and is now a park.

In discussing the county’s Linden
location for the Emergency Medical
Services ambulances, Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran said the
county’s EMS has responded to 400
more calls than last year with calls
averaging 7.5 per day compared to
3.75 in 2012. On September 23, the
county EMS responded to 14 calls in a
12-hour period. He said he expects to
see an increase in calls coming out of
Elizabeth, Linden and Rahway due to
the new Linden county EMS location.
The county’s main EMS location is in
Westfield.
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Freeholders

velopment, which Mr. Holland said
could result in about $750,000 in
property-tax revenues for the town-
ship versus the $44,000 paid by
Parker Gardens. She did press Shel-
ter representatives to provide the
governing body with more infor-
mation on how the services of the
township’s volunteer rescue squad
would not be strained by the new
retirement community. Mr. Holland
said that there were ways to avoid
excessive use of the local rescue
squad for what he called “non-9-1-
1 calls.”

Once the ordinance is introduced,
the township planning board will
have an opportunity to weigh in on
the proposed development and pro-
vide input and recommendations to
the council in advance of a public
hearing and council vote on the
ordinance. Mr. Holland said that
after the zoning changes were made,
Shelter Development would then
appear before the planning board to

get site-plan approval. He estimated
a 15- to 18-month construction pe-
riod and told the council on Tues-
day that the first phase of the facil-
ity could open by the end of 2016.

In other business at its confer-
ence meeting, Councilman Louis
Beckerman reminded residents that
Scotch Plains Day will be held on
Sunday, October 6, from noon to 5
p.m. on Park Avenue. Crafts, food
vendors, amusements and a car
show are among the planned attrac-
tions. And, Mrs. Gialanella said, a
90-minute “Zumba-thon” will take
place starting at 5 p.m. at Alan Au-
gustine Park. Suggested donations
are $15 to take part, and all pro-
ceeds will benefit the Susan G.
Komen Foundation. Mayor Glover
said a ceremony marking Colum-
bus Day will be held on Saturday,
October 12, at 11 a.m. in front of
the municipal building. The West-
field Community Band will per-
form.
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Scotch Plains Council
“After that, we’re going to have com-

mittees from both boards meet and
then once we’re satisfied with the ex-
change of information, then we’re go-
ing to have a public presentation at one
of our public meetings that will be
televised,” stated Mayor Mirabelli.

“As per our discussion, that’s where
we left it,” stated Mr. Ruban. “I do
know the architect has the drawings
prepared that you have requested that
went along with the cost estimates we
gave. So we’ll get them over to
you…I look forward to meeting with
your committee and eventually com-
ing here and making a presenta-
tion.”

The mayor appointed a commit-
tee consisting of himself, Council
President Keith Turner and Council-
man William Lane, who is on the
borough’s Board of Education Com-
mittee. They will deliberate on the
proposed renovations and meet with
the committee from the BOE.

Mr. Debbie stated that the BOE
presentation at the regular borough
council meeting may not be ready in
time for the borough’s Tuesday, Oc-
tober 15, meeting as the two com-
mittees will need to meet and discuss
the project. Mr. Debbie also antici-
pated the borough engineer will exam-
ine the plans for the project.
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Mountainside Council

Photo courtesy of Shawn W. Hanna
THE WAVE...The Hanna family of Westfield and the Byron family enjoy The
Westfield Leader while tubing in Vermont this past summer.

struction plans have been revised to
include sidewalks that will increase
safety. Residents’ feedback on the new
plans has been positive.

During the comments portion of
the meeting, Robert DeStefanis, who
is in the process of taking ownership
of the Sun Tavern, made himself avail-
able for any questions the council
might have. Questions were few, but
Mayor Colleen Mahr thanked Mr.
DeStefanis for appearing and encour-
aged him, opining that the restaurant
was due for an overhaul and had
“tremendous potential.”

The council’s regular meeting will
take place on Tuesday, October 15, at
7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.
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Westfield Rec. to Eye Tennis
Court Improvements In 2014

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During the recre-
ation commission’s Monday night
meeting, Chairman Peter Echausse
asked the commissioners to be think-
ing about projects for 2014 and 2015.
He wants suggestions for the tennis
courts at Tamaques Park and improve-
ments to the tennis courts and fields at
Memorial Pool. He said he wants the
suggestions now so the commission
can estimate the costs and viability of
the projects. An example of a future
project might be permanent bathrooms
at Sid Faye and Houlihan fields, which
now have temporary facilities, he said.

Another site for possible develop-
ment or lighting, he said, is an area
behind the basketball courts at
Tamaques Park off of Lamberts Mill
Road. “ I’d like us to have this dis-
cussion and get input,” he added.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said the department is

waiting to hear from its attorney
regarding improvements to Jefferson
Field. He said the bid for the work
came in too high. The department is
thinking of negotiating with the con-
tractor or, if possible, with other
contractors who have not bid, in an
effort to begin the work, he said.

The commission voted to take
down two big trees which are grow-
ing into one another at Gumbert
Field. The department would like to
put a batting cage to run parallel 20
feet from left to center field. Mr.
Kaufmann said a fence would have
to be there to protect children who
would be playing on the adjacent
playground.

Mr. Echausse suggested taking away
one basketball court at the site and
expanding the parking lot. Mr.
Kaufmann said he would like to see
sidewalks around the perimeter of
Gumbert 1. He also said he would like
to see a picnic area with benches.

CAMPAIGNING...Scotch Plains Township Council candidate Llewellyn Jones,
along with his son, meets with Stephanie Hurtado at the My Town Bakery in
downtown Scotch Plains to discuss township issues.


