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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ICE CREAM FACIAL...Two girls enjoy the fun at the Ice Cream Eating Contest at the Fanny Wood Day street fair in
downtown Fanwood on Sunday.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
GETTING FINGERPRINTED...Fanwood police officers Mike Rusin and Mike
Schilling provide free fingerprinting for children at Fanny Wood Day on Sunday,
while Cpl. Schilling’s daughters, Julia and Haley, help out.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FELTING...The art of felting was on display at the Union County Harvest
Festival at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside on September
30. The festival sends visitors back in time to bring Native American and colonial
history to life.

Megan Scott for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW CAPTAIN...Douglas Stoffer, center, takes the oath of office as Garwood
police captain from Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, left, with his wife, Michelle, and
daughter, Gabriella, beside him.

Granados Joins Freeholders;
County Buying Eliz. Bld.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Sergio Granados was
sworn in Thursday as the newest Union
County freeholder, replacing Dan
Sullivan, who resigned to take over the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity in addition to his duties of running
the county’s utilities authority.

Mr. Granados, a resident of Eliza-
beth, works as a supervisor in the City
of Elizabeth’s Health Division.

“I can guarantee you that I will work
hard, I will make sure that I am fair in
all the decisions that I make and make
sure that I am thinking of Union County
residents first. I will be here for any
Union County residents that have any
questions, have any comments on any
ways to improve the county,” he said. “I
am here to work, I am here to commu-
nicate. I believe in open communica-
tion.”

Mr. Sullivan’s term expires at the end
of the year. Mr. Granados is running for
a full three-term this November on the
Democratic ticket along with incum-
bent Freeholders Linda Carter of Plain-
field, the current board chairman, and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford. They
face opposition from a Republican slate
of Ira Geiger of Union, Marc Krauss of
Springfield and Philip Martini of West-
field.

During the board’s regular meeting,
the freeholders approved the purchase
of 61-99 West Grand Street in Eliza-
beth for $3.7 million. The county has
leased the property for the past 15 years
for its motor vehicles division.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
during the board’s conference meeting
that the county had been leasing the
building with an option to buy. He said
there was ongoing litigation between
the owner of the building, Smith Mo-
tors, and the lease holder. He said the
county was a sublease holder and was
paying $40,000 per month as of 2011.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he felt the sale price was “very
high” and he will file an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request for the
appraisal of the property.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for the county to enter into an
agreement with the Essex County Po-
lice Academy to provide basic training
courses for Union County correctional
officer recruits effective October 1 and
running through January 31, 2014 at a
cost of $25,000.

Freeholder Chris Hudak questioned
why the Union County Police Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains was not being
used.

Director of Corrections Brian
Riordan said the Union County acad-
emy has not conducted a correctional
officers recruit curriculum in the six
years that he has been employed by the
county.

“That might be something we want
to revisit with the prosecutor’s office. I
hate to see the expenditure,” Mr. Hudak
said.

Mr. Riordan said the county is look-
ing to train 20 officers so they can begin
working at the county jail early next
year thus reducing overtime and opera-
tional costs. He said he will be meeting
with the county’s new acting prosecu-
tor, Grace Park, to discuss a number of
issues and that he plans to review with
Ms. Park how the county could benefit
by having a correctional officers re-
cruit class at the Union County Police
Academy. He said classes run between
12 and 14 weeks.

Prior to the board vote on resolu-
tions, Cranford resident Jim Buettner
asked that the Essex County academy
resolution be pulled until a cost benefit
analysis could be completed. Mr.
Riordan disagreed, saying he needs to
have the recruits trained now so they
can be on the job early in 2014.

Fanwood Government
Is Open for Business
Like many of you, I am deeply

concerned about the federal govern-
ment shutdown. But I assure you that
Fanwood is open for business!

All municipal services will con-
tinue to be delivered without inter-
ruption.

All borough offices will be fully
staffed and open as usual.

Please view our website for the most
up-to-date Borough news and events
at www.fanwoodnj.org. If you have
not yet done so, please sign up for
informational alerts. The Borough
Council’s monthly meeting will be on
October 15 at 7:30 p.m. in Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 N. Martine Avenue.
And as always the public is welcomed
and encouraged to come.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr

Further Discussion Held Regarding
Parker Gardens Development Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the company seeking
to develop the Parker Gardens prop-
erty on Terrill Road into a retire-
ment community will, at the town-
ship council’s behest, speak about
their plans at the township council’s
Tuesday, October 15 public meet-
ing.

Shelter Development LLC is
seeking to have the council enact
an ordinance altering Parker Gar-
dens’ R-1 zoning designation to al-

low the construction of up to 240
apartment units for persons prima-
rily in their 80s and 90s, according
to Shelter’s vice president, David
Holland. The entire property is set
to be converted into a three-story
apartment complex, which he de-
scribed as a “quiet use” facility,
with construction planned in two
phases. Mr. Holland told the coun-
cil at its conference meeting on
Tuesday that the initial phase will
see 180 units built, with an addi-
tional 60 developed in a second
phase.

The council appeared set to in-
troduce the zoning ordinance at its
October 15 meeting, but Council-
man Michael Marcus said he was
concerned that the public had not
been adequately informed about the
project. On Tuesday, he urged
Shelter’s representatives to be
present in two weeks to make a
public presentation so that residents
could attend the meeting or watch
on television. The council, he said,
needs to consider the project “very
seriously and very cautiously.”
Mayor Kevin Glover sided with Mr.
Marcus, saying it was “important to
get people to weigh in” on the
project, which he described as the
biggest development in the
township’s history.

Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella, however, pushed for the
ordinance to be introduced on Oc-
tober 15, saying she backs the de-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Hears BOE
$19.4M Referendum Proposal

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
heard the proposal from the board of
education (BOE) for a $19.4 -million
school renovation project to be funded
by a public bond and with state aid.

BOE President James Ruban and
Dante Gioia of the BOE Budget and
Finance Committee were present to
garner support for the BOE’s proposal
for a major renovation project affecting
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools. The
project would require a bond referen-
dum to be approved by residents. A
vote on the referendum is proposed by
the BOE for December or January.

The renovations would modernize
the two schools and update the physi-
cal plant, fire, control, maintenance
and waste management, technology
and security systems.

The cost of the project, to be com-
pleted over the next two to three years,
is approximately $19.4 million. The
BOE recently submitted an application
to the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation (DOE) for a Regular Operating
District (ROD) Grant to subsidize a
portion of the cost.

If approved, the ROD Grant would
cover 40 percent of the cost, $7.7 mil-
lion. The remainder of the cost, $11.7
million, would be passed on to the
residents of Mountainside in property-
tax increases to pay for a 20-year bond.

The cost of this project to the average
property owner in Mountainside is es-
timated to be $290 per year for 20
years.

The borough council tabled a dis-
cussion to approve the referendum and
requested detailed information on the
project from the BOE.

“There was some discussion about a
presentation or potential meeting with
the board of education tonight on the
referendum,” stated Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli. “At this point,
we’re going to be exchanging some
additional information with the BOE.
They supplied us with some informa-
tion I’ve requested.”

Mayor Mirabelli said Borough Ad-
ministrator James Debbie sent a letter
to Mr. Ruban and Chief School Admin-
istrator Nancy Lubarsky requesting
additional information about the
project, including architectural plans
and a detailed breakdown of expendi-
tures.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council Addresses Best
Practices at Special Meeting

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In addition to the
normally-scheduled agenda meet-
ing, the borough council held a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday night to dis-
cuss the state-issued Best Practices
inventory checklist. At the agenda
meeting that followed, the council
noted the borough’s recent receipt
of a Sustainable Jersey grant and
considered a COOP plan for the
municipal court, transfer of a liquor
license to a new holder at Sun Tav-
ern, and construction work on Hunter
Avenue.

New Jersey’s Best Practices program
provided the occasion for the council’s
special meeting. The state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
sends an annual survey to New Jersey
municipalities that aims to help mu-
nicipalities assess the efficiency and
accountability of their operations. State
funding is tied to the percentage of
checklist items that a municipality can
answer with a “yes” or “not appli-
cable” response. Credit also is given
for “provisional” answers for those
items that a municipality is actively
addressing.

Fanwood’s initial response to the
survey included 12 “no” answers that
would have resulted in decreased
funding for the borough. The council
discussed those items and was able to
change several to “yes” or “provi-
sional,” thus preserving current state
funding.

One item the council discussed as a
result of the Best Practices question-
naire was a borough-wide property tax
reassessment. Though reassessments
should legally occur every five years.

 “I’ve been here for 27 years and
haven’t had an assessment in all that
time,” Councilman Dan Levine ob-
served.

Fanwood’s Chief Financial Officer,
Fred Tompkins, pointed out that, “At
some point the county will order [a
reassessment]; they can’t ignore it for-

ever.” It might be advantageous for
residents if the borough chooses to do
a reassessment now, while housing
values are low, he said. That advantage
must be weighed against the cost of
performing the assessment. The coun-
cil decided to get an estimate of reas-
sessment costs and to pursue the matter
further.

At the council’s agenda meeting,
Council President Russell Huegel noted
Fanwood’s receipt of a Sustainable Jer-
sey grant, funded by Walmart.

“It’s another badge for Fanwood, a
special recognition,” he said.

Mr. Tompkins agreed, observing that
the grant was one of only 15 that were
awarded this year. Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern called the grant a
boon for Fanwood’s Green Team, say-
ing, “They didn’t have much money to
do anything; now they have the grant.”

The council resolved to consider a
COOP plan for the municipal court. The
COOP plan designates another town to
run the municipal court in the event that
Fanwood cannot do so for emergency
reasons. Fanwood would likewise pro-
vide backup court services if the
partnering town’s court was incapaci-
tated. Fanwood is considering partnering
with Roselle Park or Garwood.

The council heard from T&M Engi-
neers about work on Hunter Avenue.
After discussions with residents, con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


