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Correction
A front page caption in last week’s

paper for a car show in Clark at Oak
Ridge Park on September 22 incor-
rectly spelled the name of one of the
people in the photo. The correct name
is Chuck LePoidevin.
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Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
AROUND THE WORLD...Taking a break from the World DanceSport Games
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Gene Jannotti of Garwood checks out the nine-story
rooftop ferris wheel at the Dream Mall and The Westfield Leader. Photo courtesy of Bernadette Anderson

THE SIMPLE LIFE...Dori Anderson and her son, Ryan, get back to basics while
reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in Amish County, Lancaster, Pa.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Greenman
CREATING AN IMPACT...Ken, Nancy and Justin Greenman got deep into The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while at Meteor Crater in Winslow, Ariz. this
summer.  Meteor Crater is the largest impact crater in the United States.

I hate to see the expenditure,” Mr.
Hudak said.

Mr. Riordan said the county is look-
ing to train 20 officers so they can
begin working at the county jail early
next year thus reducing overtime and
operational costs. He said he will be
meeting with the county’s new acting
prosecutor, Grace Park, to discuss a
number of issues and that he plans to
review with Ms. Park how the county
could benefit by having a correctional
officers recruit class at the Union
County Police Academy. He said
classes run between 12 and 14 weeks.

Prior to the board vote on resolu-
tions, Cranford resident Jim Buettner
asked that the Essex County academy
resolution be pulled until a cost ben-
efit analysis could be completed. Mr.
Riordan disagreed, saying he needs to
have the recruits trained now so they
can be on the job early in 2014.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to hire the Louis Berger Group of
Morristown to provide engineering
services for intersection improvements
at Center Street and South Avenue in
Garwood. Joseph Graziano, director
of engineering, public works and fa-
cilities, said Berger would conduct a
traffic study of the intersection. He
said new traffic signals will be in-
stalled at the intersection.

Garwood Council President Sara
Todisco thanked the board for the
resolution. She called the project
“fabulous for the town.”

Also approved was a resolution to
apply for, and if approved, to enter
into an agreement with the state De-
partment of Transportation for $3.4
million in state aid to maintain county
roads. Mr. Graziano said the number
is $1 million lower than what the
county received last year.

The board approved a five-year con-
tract with Cooper Notification of Long
Branch to host the Union County First
Alert emergency notification system
at a rate of $41,370 per year and a total
contract of $206,850.

Per a question by Freeholder Angel

Estrada, Deputy Director of the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal Cherron Rountree said at the
agenda meeting that the county sys-
tem has 396,467 users, of which
346,000 are landlines, 19,000 are cell
phones, 29,000 are e-mail accounts
and 53 are pagers. The contract in-
cludes 100,000 minutes of voice mes-
sages after which there will be a 15-
cent charge per minute. There is no
charge for text messages or for e-
mails and no charge to municipalities
outside of the charge for voice mes-
sages once the county has met its
limit.

Also approved was a $1.2-million
contract with Total Turf Golf Services
of Huntingdon Valley, Pa. for renova-
tion work at Galloping Hill Golf
Course. Ms. Rountree said the work
will include drainage improvements,
the addition of seven tees, resurfacing
of some tees, improving greens and
sand traps. She said the work is funded
through the county’s capital budget.

“This will help us save money on
everyday maintenance at the facility,”
in addition to getting golfers back on
the course quicker after a heavy rain,
she said.

Mr. Buettner called the $1.2-mil-
lion expenditure a “red herring,” say-
ing he thought it was the same amount
the county had been spending to run
Galloping Hill, Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge Golf Courses. Oak Ridge has
closed and is now a park.

In discussing the county’s Linden
location for the Emergency Medical
Services ambulances, Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran said the
county’s EMS has responded to 400
more calls than last year with calls
averaging 7.5 per day compared to
3.75 in 2012. On September 23, the
county EMS responded to 14 calls in
a 12-hour period. He said he expects
to see an increase in calls coming out
of Elizabeth, Linden and Rahway due
to the new Linden county EMS loca-
tion. The county’s main EMS location
is in Westfield.
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Freeholders

like to see a picnic area with
benches.

Commissioner Larry McDermott
said he was concerned about the
parking in the New England sec-
tion along Valley Green, New En-
gland and Robin Hood Roads. He
said parking on both sides of the
streets causes a safety hazard be-
cause some of these streets do not
have sidewalks and people have to
walk in a narrow area on the streets,
particularly during fall football sea-
son at Tamaques Park.

“Maybe we should have parking
only on one side of the street,” Mr.
Echausse responded.

The commission met for the sec-
ond time this month because Mr.
Kaufmann and Assistant Director
Dee McKay Kaufmann will attend
the National Recreation and Parks
Conference to be held Monday
through Thursday next week in
Houston, Tex. The October meet-
ing has been cancelled.

The next meeting will be on Mon-
day, November 4, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
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WF Rec.

“I do know the architect has the
drawings prepared that you have
requested that went along with the
cost estimates we gave. So we’ll get
them over to you…I look forward
to meeting with your committee
and eventually coming here and
making a presentation.”

The mayor appointed a commit-
tee consisting of himself, Council
President Keith Turner and Coun-
cilman William Lane, who is on the
borough’s Board of Education Com-
mittee. They will deliberate on the
proposed renovations and meet with
the committee from the BOE.

Mr. Debbie stated that the BOE
presentation at the regular borough
council meeting may not be ready
in time for the borough’s Tuesday,
October 15, meeting as the two com-
mittees will need to meet and dis-
cuss the project. Mr. Debbie also
anticipated the borough engineer
will examine the plans for the
project.

The next council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, October 15,
at 8 p.m. at Borough Hall. This
meeting will be the council’s regu-
lar public meeting.
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FW Council Addresses Best
Practices at Special Meeting

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — In addition to the
normally-scheduled agenda meet-
ing, the borough council held a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday night to dis-
cuss the state-issued Best Practices
inventory checklist. At the agenda
meeting that followed, the council
noted the borough’s recent receipt
of a Sustainable Jersey grant and
considered a COOP plan for the
municipal court, transfer of a li-
quor license to a new holder at Sun
Tavern, and construction work on
Hunter Avenue.

New Jersey’s Best Practices pro-
gram provided the occasion for the
council’s special meeting. The
state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) sends an annual sur-
vey to New Jersey municipalities
that aims to help municipalities as-
sess the efficiency and accountabil-
ity of their operations. State fund-
ing is tied to the percentage of
checklist items that a municipality
can answer with a “yes” or “not
applicable” response. Credit also is
given for “provisional” answers for
those items that a municipality is
actively addressing.

Fanwood’s initial response to the
survey included 12 “no” answers
that would have resulted in de-
creased funding for the borough.
The council discussed those items
and was able to change several to
“yes” or “provisional,” thus pre-
serving current state funding.

One item the council discussed
as a result of the Best Practices
questionnaire was a borough-wide
property tax reassessment. Though
reassessments should legally occur
every five years.

 “I’ve been here for 27 years and
haven’t had an assessment in all
that time,” Councilman Dan Levine
observed.

Fanwood’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer, Fred Tompkins, pointed out
that, “At some point the county will
order [a reassessment]; they can’t
ignore it forever.” It might be ad-
vantageous for residents if the bor-
ough chooses to do a reassessment
now, while housing values are low,
he said. That advantage must be
weighed against the cost of per-
forming the assessment. The coun-
cil decided to get an estimate of

reassessment costs and to pursue
the matter further.

At the council’s agenda meeting,
Council President Russell Huegel
noted Fanwood’s receipt of a Sus-
tainable Jersey grant, funded by
Walmart.

“It’s another badge for Fanwood,
a special recognition,” he said.

Mr. Tompkins agreed, observing
that the grant was one of only 15
that were awarded this year. Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
called the grant a boon for
Fanwood’s Green Team, saying,
“They didn’t have much money to
do anything; now they have the
grant.”

The council resolved to consider
a COOP plan for the municipal
court. The COOP plan designates
another town to run the municipal
court in the event that Fanwood
cannot do so for emergency rea-
sons. Fanwood would likewise pro-
vide backup court services if the
partnering town’s court was inca-
pacitated. Fanwood is considering
partnering with Roselle Park or
Garwood.

The council heard from T&M En-
gineers about work on Hunter Av-
enue. After discussions with resi-
dents, construction plans have been
revised to include sidewalks that
will increase safety. Residents’ feed-
back on the new plans has been
positive.

During the comments portion of
the meeting, Robert DeStefanis,
who is in the process of taking own-
ership of the Sun Tavern, made him-
self available for any questions the
council might have. Questions were
few, but Mayor Colleen Mahr
thanked Mr. DeStefanis for appear-
ing and encouraged him, opining
that the restaurant was due for an
overhaul and had “tremendous po-
tential.”

The council’s regular meeting will
take place on Tuesday, October 15,
at 7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.

SP Council Discusses Parker
Gardens Development Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-
tives from the company seeking to
develop the Parker Gardens property
on Terrill Road into a retirement com-
munity will, at the township council’s
behest, speak about their plans at the
township council’s Tuesday, October
15 public meeting.

Shelter Development LLC is seek-
ing to have the council enact an ordi-
nance altering Parker Gardens’ R-1
zoning designation to allow the con-
struction of up to 240 apartment units
for persons primarily in their 80s and
90s, according to Shelter’s vice-presi-
dent, David Holland. The entire prop-
erty is set to be converted into a
three-story apartment complex,
which he described as a “quiet use”
facility, with construction planned
in two phases. Mr. Holland told the
council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday that the initial phase will
see 180 units built, with an addi-
tional 60 developed in a second
phase.

The council appeared set to intro-
duce the zoning ordinance at its Oc-
tober 15 meeting, but Councilman
Michael Marcus said he was con-
cerned that the public had not been
adequately informed about the
project. On Tuesday, he urged
Shelter’s representatives to be
present in two weeks to make a pub-
lic presentation so that residents
could attend the meeting or watch
on television. The council, he said,
needs to consider the project “very
seriously and very cautiously.”
Mayor Kevin Glover sided with Mr.
Marcus, saying it was “important to
get people to weigh in” on the project,
which he described as the biggest
development in the township’s his-
tory.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella,
however, pushed for the ordinance
to be introduced on October 15, say-
ing she backs the development,
which Mr. Holland said could result
in about $750,000 in property-tax
revenues for the township versus the
$44,000 paid by Parker Gardens.
She did press Shelter representa-
tives to provide the governing body
with more information on how the
services of the township’s volunteer
rescue squad would not be strained
by the new retirement community.
Mr. Holland said  that there were
ways to avoid excessive use of the
local rescue squad for what he called
“non-9-1-1 calls.”

Once the ordinance is introduced,
the township planning board will
have an opportunity to weigh in on
the proposed development and pro-

vide input and recommendations to
the council in advance of a public
hearing and council vote on the or-
dinance. Mr. Holland said that after
the zoning changes were made, Shel-
ter Development would then appear
before the planning board to get
site-plan approval. He estimated a
15- to 18-month construction pe-
riod and told the council on Tuesday
that the first phase of the facility
could open by the end of 2016.

In other business at its conference
meeting, Councilman Louis
Beckerman reminded residents that
Scotch Plains Day will be held on
Sunday, October 6, from noon to 5
p.m. on Park Avenue. Crafts, food
vendors, amusements and a car show
are among the planned attractions.
And, Mrs. Gialanella said, a 90-
minute “Zumba-thon” will take place
starting at 5 p.m. at Alan Augustine
Park. Suggested donations are $15
to take part, and all proceeds will
benefit the Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation. Mayor Glover said a cer-
emony marking Columbus Day will
be held on Saturday, October 12, at
11 a.m. in front of the municipal
building. The Westfield Community
Band will perform.
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WF BOE
within the district. This approach in-
cludes daily individual and family sup-
port and counseling. Assistant superin-
tendent of Pupil Services Michael
Weissman said, “We have five clinical
social workers (CSWs) and a clinical
coordinator once a week.”

Board member Mark Friedman,
chairman of the finance committee,
thanked Mr. and Mrs. Phillips for their
$7,500 gift to the Edison Intermediate
School for the purchase of technology
equipment, specifically within the
Gifted classroom.

The board announced that Superin-
tendent Dolan has been named Super-
intendent of the Year by the Union
County School Administrators Asso-
ciation. Ms. Dolan has been the super-
intendent in Westfield since 2007. She
was preceded by William Foley.

She will be presented with a plaque
at the Tuesday, October 15, board meet-
ing by Judith Rattner, president of the
Union County Roundtable (school ad-
ministrators), and Richard Bozza, ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
School Administrators Association.

The board will hold a workshop
meeting on Tuesday, October 8, at 7:30
p.m. at the administration building, lo-
cated at 302 Elm Street.


