
OUR 123rd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 40-2013 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, October 3, 2013USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwestesesesestfitfitfitfitfifififififififififififielelelelelelleleleleeleleleeleeeeee dwdwdwdwwwwdwwwwwwdwwdwdwdwwdwdwdwdwwdwwwdwdwdwdddwdwdwddwdweseseesesesesesesesesesesessesesssessttttttttttttttttttttteldlddd - WW W Wesest t || | |  6060606000000000000060000000000000 0 00 0 000000000 NNNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNooNoNoNNoo trtrtrttttttrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttrrrtthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh h h hhhhhhhhhhhhhh AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvAvvvAvvAAvAvvenenenenenenenenenenenenneneneneneneneennenenenennnennenennueueueueueueueueueuueueueuuueueuueuuueuuueueueue WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWWW W W WWWW WWW WW WWWWWesesessesesesesseseseseesssstttttt,t,ttt,t,t,t,t,t,t,ttt,t,tttt,,,,, WWWWWWWW W W WWWWWWWWWWWWWWW W WWWWWWeseseesesesesesesesessttfifitfifitfitfitfitfifififififitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfitfifitfitfitfitfitfi lllllllllllllelelleelelellelelllellelelelleelelelddddddddddddddddddddd d d d d d ddd d d d dddddd ddddd || | | ||||||| || || | |||||   90090909090909090909090000909000909090909090888-88-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8888888-8-888888888888888 223332332333232323323233232232323232323223232323232323223232322323323333333333333333333333333333-3-3-3--3-3-33-3--3--3333333-3-3-33-33-3-333-3-3333333 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000656565565565656565656565665665656565656565656565656565555656556565656556565656555656565655655656565    |||||||||| |||| ||||| | | ||  w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ww ww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c.ccc.ccccc.ccc llllllllllllllolololololololololollololololllolllooloolo dwdddwdddwdwdwdddwdwwddwddwdwdwwddwddwdwddwdddwdwdwdwdwwwwdwdwwdwdwdwwdwdwd lllllllllelleleleleleleeeeeleeeeeelleleleleleeleleeleelelelelelelee llblblblblblllblbllblblblblblblblblblblbbllblbbbbbanannnnnnnnnnannnnnananannanananannannanannananananannananananananananaaananannanaaa kkkkekkkkekkekkekkkekkkekekekkekekeekekeekekekekkekeeekekkekkekekekekeekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkekkekekekekekekekekekekkkekeekekkkekekkekeeeerrrrrrrrrmrmrmrmmrmrmmmmrmrmrmrmrrrrrmrmrrmrmrrmrrrrrmrmrmrmrmmrmmmmmmovovovovovovovovoovovovovovovovovoovovoovovovooovovvooovoovesesesesesesesessessesesesesesesesesseeseesesseseseses.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c..c.c.cccc.c.c.c. omomooooooooooooooooooomm/w//w/w/weeee

Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Correction
A front-page story on coverage of

last week’s Westfield Town Council
meeting should have stated the coun-
cil authorized that Westfield Avenue,
from South Avenue to Park Street,
and Lawrence Avenue, from the Town
Line at Barchester Way to Hillside
Avenue, be submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
Municipal Aid Program for funding
consideration in 2014.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FELTING...The art of felting was on display at the Union County Harvest Festival at Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside on September 30. The festival sends visitors back in time to bring Native American and colonial history
to life.

TOUCH OF NASHVILLE...Nashville singer/songwriter Jon Troast performed
at a friendraiser for Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky's re-election campaign
at the James Ward Mansion last Wednesday evening.

Megan Scott for The Westfield Leader
NEW CAPTAIN...Douglas Stoffer, center, takes the oath of office as Garwood
police captain from Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, left, with his wife, Michelle, and
daughter, Gabriella, beside him.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Granados Joins Freeholders;
County Buying Eliz. Bld.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Sergio Granados was
sworn in Thursday as the newest
Union County freeholder, replacing
Dan Sullivan, who resigned to take
over the Union County Improvement
Authority in addition to his duties of
running the county’s utilities author-
ity.

Mr. Granados, a resident of Eliza-
beth, works as a supervisor in the
City of Elizabeth’s Health Division.

“I can guarantee you that I will
work hard, I will make sure that I am
fair in all the decisions that I make
and make sure that I am thinking of
Union County residents first. I will
be here for any Union County resi-
dents that have any questions, have
any comments on any ways to im-
prove the county,” he said. “I am here
to work, I am here to communicate. I
believe in open communication.”

Mr. Sullivan’s term expires at the
end of the year. Mr. Granados is run-
ning for a full three-term this No-
vember on the Democratic ticket
along with incumbent Freeholders
Linda Carter of Plainfield, the cur-
rent board chairman, and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford. They face
opposition from a Republican slate
of Ira Geiger of Union, Marc Krauss
of Springfield and Philip Martini of
Westfield.

During the board’s regular meet-
ing, the freeholders approved the
purchase of 61-99 West Grand Street
in Elizabeth for $3.7 million. The
county has leased the property for the
past 15 years for its motor vehicles
division.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
during the board’s conference meet-
ing that the county had been leasing

the building with an option to buy. He
said there was ongoing litigation be-
tween the owner of the building,
Smith Motors, and the lease holder.
He said the county was a sublease
holder and was paying $40,000 per
month as of 2011.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he felt the sale price was “very
high” and he will file an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request for the
appraisal of the property.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for the county to enter into an
agreement with the Essex County
Police Academy to provide basic
training courses for Union County
correctional officer recruits effective
October 1 and running through Janu-
ary 31, 2014 at a cost of $25,000.

Freeholder Chris Hudak ques-
tioned why the Union County Police
Academy in Scotch Plains was not
being used.

Director of Corrections Brian
Riordan said the Union County acad-
emy has not conducted a correctional
officers recruit curriculum in the six
years that he has been employed by
the county.

“That might be something we want
to revisit with the prosecutor’s office.

Westfield Rec. to Eye Tennis
Court Improvements In 2014

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During the rec-
reation commission’s Monday night
meeting, Chairman Peter Echausse
asked the commissioners to be
thinking about projects for 2014
and 2015. He wants suggestions for
the tennis courts at Tamaques Park
and improvements to the tennis
courts and fields at Memorial Pool.
He said he wants the suggestions
now so the commission can esti-
mate the costs and viability of the
projects. An example of a future
project might be permanent bath-
rooms at Sid Faye and Houlihan
fields, which now have temporary
facilities, he said.

Another site for possible devel-
opment or lighting, he said, is an
area behind the basketball courts at
Tamaques Park off of Lamberts Mill
Road. “ I’d like us to have this
discussion and get input,” he added.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said the department is
waiting to hear from its attorney
regarding improvements to
Jefferson Field. He said the bid for

the work came in too high. The
department is thinking of negotiat-
ing with the contractor or, if pos-
sible, with other contractors who
have not bid, in an effort to begin
the work, he said.

On another subject, Commis-
sioner Jeff O’Connor of the artifi-
cial turf committee said the com-
mittee has looked at many samples
of different products at different
prices in many colors, but has not
made a decision.

The commission voted to take
down two big trees which are grow-
ing into one another at Gumbert
Field. The department would like
to put a batting cage to run parallel
20 feet from left to center field. Mr.
Kaufmann said a fence would have
to be there to protect children who
would be playing on the adjacent
playground.

Mr. Echausse suggested taking
away one basketball court at the
site and expanding the parking lot.
Mr. Kaufmann said he would like to
see sidewalks around the perimeter
of Gumbert 1. He also said he would

MS Council Hears BOE $19.4 M
Referendum Proposal

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE - During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil heard the proposal from the board
of education (BOE) for a $19.4 -
million school renovation project
to be funded by a public bond and
with state aid.

BOE President James Ruban and
Dante Gioia of the BOE Budget
and Finance Committee were
present to garner support for the
BOE’s proposal for a major renova-

tion project affecting Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools. The project
would require a bond referendum
to be approved by residents. A vote
on the referendum is proposed by
the BOE for December or January.

The renovations would modern-
ize the two schools and update the
physical plant, fire, control, main-
tenance and waste management,
technology and security systems.

The cost of the project, to be
completed over the next two to three
years, is approximately $19.4 mil-
lion. The BOE recently submitted
an application to the New Jersey
Department of Education (DOE)
for a Regular Operating District
(ROD) Grant to subsidize a portion
of the cost.

If approved, the ROD Grant
would cover 40 percent of the cost,
$7.7 million. The remainder of the
cost, $11.7 million, would be passed
on to the residents of Mountainside
in property-tax increases to pay for
a 20-year bond.

The cost of this project to the
average property owner in Moun-
tainside is estimated to be $290 per
year for 20 years.

The borough council tabled a dis-

cussion to approve the referendum
and requested detailed information
on the project from the BOE.

“There was some discussion
about a presentation or potential
meeting with the board of educa-
tion tonight on the referendum,”
stated Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli.“At this point, we’re go-
ing to be exchanging some addi-
tional information with the BOE.
They supplied us with some infor-
mation I’ve requested.”

Mayor Mirabelli said Borough
Administrator James Debbie sent a
letter to Mr. Ruban and Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky re-
questing additional information
about the project, including archi-
tectural plans and a detailed break-
down of expenditures.

“After that, we’re going to have
committees from both boards meet
and then once we’re satisfied with
the exchange of information, then
we’re going to have a public pre-
sentation at one of our public meet-
ings that will be televised,” stated
Mayor Mirabelli.

“As per our discussion, that’s
where we left it,” stated Mr. Ruban.

Photo courtesy of Shawn W. Hanna
THE WAVE...The Hanna family of Westfield and the Byron family enjoy The
Westfield Leader while tubing in Vermont this past summer.
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Dolan Gives Presentation on
Findings of School Climate Survey

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan gave a Power
Point presentation at Tuesday’s night’s
Board of Education meeting entitled
“School Climate Survey.” The survey
was taken online by students in grades
5 through 10. Parents and teachers also
contributed to the survey by e-mail.
The purpose of the survey is to deter-
mine how safe the students feel at
school. It is part of the strategy used to
gage the effectiveness of the anti-bully-
ing program the district has in place.

The parents survey shows that par-
ents feel 90 percent sure that their chil-
dren are safe at school. The survey

shows the teachers feel the same way.
The eighth graders measured at be-
tween 80 and 90 percent confident of
their safety. The fifth graders seem to
feel less confident at under 80 percent.
Ms. Dolan said since this is the first
time the survey has been done, the
results are new to the district. She also
said 373 students took part in the sur-
vey and 150 parents responded as well
as 200 teachers. She said the survey
was taken just five months after the
attack at the Sandy Hook School in
Newtown, Conn.

“We try to make sure the students are
respecting each other. It’s easy to be
anonymous on the Internet. We need to
heighten our efforts,” she said.

On Monday night the district hosted
a program featuring John Halligan,
whose son, Ryan, had committed sui-
cide after being bullied on the Internet.
Some technology ground rules were
highlighted during that program.

Ms. Dolan’s presentation highlighted
some of the 2012-2013 training: Les-
sons Learned from the first year of anti-
bullying implementation, Choose Char-
acter Over bullying, the Signature
Project, HIB from Policy to Practice
and Presentation to Principals and Su-
pervisors. The Current Elementary
School Programs are: Pillar of Charac-
ter Assemblies, Forest Friends, a pro-
gram about feelings, American Heroes
Assembly; Quiet Riot-Conflict Reso-
lution Assembly, Lunch Bunch, Social
Decision Making and Problem Solv-
ing, Caped Crusaders, Focus on Five
Positive Traits, Courage, Awareness,
Patience, Empathy and Understanding
Differences.

The current intermediate school pro-
grams include: Teens Learning Re-
spect and Compassion, Mix It Up Lunch
and a No Name Calling Program. The
high school program included: The
Transition Project (for ninth graders); a
Girl Thing about self-esteem; Boys
Group, a workshop on social skills;
Eric LeGrande, an assembly about his
post injury experiences, and Mike
Smith, an assembly about standing up
to bullying.

Several Board members recom-
mended a follow-up to the survey in the
spring. Board member Mitchell Slater
recommended a yearly showing of the
film Bully, which he said he saw On
Demand.

On another subject, Board Business
Administrator/Secretary Dana Sullivan
said the high school roof repairs are still
going on and that the repairs at the other
school are almost complete.

In other business, the board approved
a contract with Effective School Solu-
tions of Summit for therapeutic mental
health services for $370,000 in an ef-
fort to keep students with problems
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