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The township currently is ap-
pealing a state Superior Court’s
2011 decision that approved a
builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
a 419-unit housing complex, with
63 of those units being used for
affordable housing, in what the
township says is a wetland.

The board also discussed for-
mally requesting the township
engineer and the zoning officer
be present during planning board
meetings.

“It has never been a practice,”
Board Chairwoman Lynda Feder

said. She said former zoning of-
ficer Ronald Meeks attended the
planning board meetings when
he was zoning officer.

The board agreed that there
may be some meetings when the
professionals are not needed,
while at some meetings their
expertise may be required for
discussion.

Board member Mary O’Connor
suggested in the beginning of
every year having the profession-
als meet with planning board and
zoning board members to discuss

American Water Work Stopped
Due to Lack of Street Permits

[GARWOOD] - Mayor and Coun-
cil, I have contacted American
Water to address the projects that
are going on in the borough. Last
week I discovered that the water
company was not getting street
opening permits before work com-
menced, but were getting them
after. It is written in the code that
permits must be obtained prior to
opening a street except in the
event of an emergency, which
these projects are not.

I immediately put a stop to that
and advised the water company
that they will be shut down if a
permit has not been issued prior.
They have corrected this to my
satisfaction. Also I obtained the
attached list of projected work
from the water company and
highlighted newly paved streets
that cannot be worked on. This
has been confirmed by [Borough]
Engineer Guarriello and the wa-
ter company will be removing
them from the schedule. I have
passed this list on to the police,
fire, DPW, engineer and water
company.

Local Letters to the Editor

I received an e-mail from a
resident that had suffered sig-
nificant damage to her property
from this project. I contacted the
water company to find out how
she can file a claim with them
and provided her with the infor-
mation and instructions. She has
responded positively and I will
continue to follow up with the
resident.

I prepared the attached flyer
and posted it on the borough
website and Facebook page. I
have also attached that for your
reference. I posted it on the bul-
letin board as well.

Lastly, I have invited Michael
Bange of New Jersey American
Water to the council meeting of
December 10, 2013 to explain
the projects and address any
questions you or the public may
have. He has agreed to attend.

Please contact me if you have
any questions regarding this
matter.

Christina M. Ariemma
Garwood Administrator/Clerk

the boards’ responsibilities.
“I don’t think there has been

something like that done in a
long time,” Ms. O’Connor said.

“I have seen the engineer sit on
an application once, and that
was Walgreens,” Ms. Feder
added.

The board also discussed the
development of the closed Gyp-
sum plant on Raritan Road in
Clark. Mr. Barkin said Clark was
required to notify Cranford of its
development plans since the site
is within 200 feet of the Cranford
border.

Clark plans to make the site
some 300,000 square feet of re-
tail, Mr. Barkin said. “They are
trying to create a town center
atmosphere because they have
no downtown in Clark,” Mr. Barkin
said.

The board said it heard from
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso that
a Whole Foods store is planning
to open there.

CF Planning Board OKs COAH Ordinance Change

Garwood Knights
Post Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive this Sunday, Decem-
ber 1, from 12:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood
between now and January 14,
2014 will be entered into a sweep-
stakes to win two tickets to the
Super Bowl in February at Met
Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For informa-
tion, call Chairman Dennis Clark
at (908) 247-5389 or e-mail
Dcmacvsog@msn.com; call
Brenda Saunders at the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (973)
676-4700, extension no. 144;
visit bloodnj.org or e-mail
bcnj@bloodnj.org.

SANTA AND FRIENDS...Danny and Sophia DeMarco are pictured with Santa
at the Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford. The church will present Breakfast
with Santa on Saturday, December 7, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in Sherlock Hall.
The church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Calvary Lutheran Launches
Young Children’s Program

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
begin a new focus on educational
ministry for young children ages
3 to 5 beginning on Sunday,
December 8, at 9:30 a.m.

The new weekly program is
open to children who were 3
years old by October 1. New
participants will be welcomed
throughout the school year.

Known as “Young Children and
Worship,” the program helps pre-
schoolers develop an understand-
ing of what it means to be in
worship. This new approach con-
nects the usual Sunday school ele-
ments to the traditional elements
found in worship: creating a sacred
space, greeting the church family,
hearing the word, responding to
the word, sharing communion and
being sent out into the world.

At each Sunday session the
children gather together and
greet one another. They hear the
word through Bible stories acted
out with three-dimensional fig-
ures. They respond to the story

by choosing from various sta-
tions offering music, art, puzzles,
reading, prayer and more.

Additionally in this new pro-
gram, traditional snack time be-
comes a “feast” replicating com-
munion. The children gather in a
circle for a meal together. The
teacher unwraps a napkin con-
taining crackers, which the
youngsters pass around and
share, along with a glass of wa-
ter. Then an adult reads that
week’s story from a children’s
Bible, and the session concludes
with closing prayers.

Parents planning to bring their
young children to this new expe-
rience, or in need of more infor-
mation, are invited to call Lynda
Pullis, Calvary Lutheran’s Youth
and Family Ministry director, at
(908) 276-2418.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
congregation of the New Jersey
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, serving the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 85
years.


