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GARWOOD – Police Chief Bruce
Underhill told borough council
members Tuesday that the mu-
nicipality is as prepared as it can
be for another Hurricane Sandy
or Irene. Both storms knocked
out power for days.

The briefing came more than a
year after Sandy hit, knocking
out power to half the borough.

Chief Underhill said in the work
session that the department is
putting the “finishing touches”
on installing an updated genera-
tor for borough hall. A generator
was purchased for the underpass
pumps and two small ones were
bought for the streetlights on
South Avenue and a third as a
spare.

Because North Avenue is a
state-maintained road (Route
28), the borough is prohibited
from doing anything to the lights.
A grant was used to purchase the
generators. The department also
has a new website, several ra-
dios and a new Chevy Tahoe that
can tow a trailer of equipment.

“I think we’re in pretty good
shape at this point,” the police
chief said.

Council members pressed Chief
Underhill about the lack of com-
munication from PSE&G concern-
ing power outages and estimated
times of repair, a situation that
left many residents frustrated.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at
one point PSE&G told her service
had been restored even though
residents were still without
power. She said she spent hours
on the phone with the governor’s
office, PSE&G and Union County.

She said one of the issues is
that Garwood is so small, “we’re
kind of lost in the shuffle” and
that service comes in from sev-
eral different areas.

“So they couldn’t really even
give me an accurate idea of when
they were going to come and
make repairs, how many people

we have out, how many people
have service and what to ex-
pect,” she said. “That’s why we
had service go up and down re-
peatedly in various parts of town.”

Chief Underhill agreed that
communication could be better
but suggested PSE&G was ham-
pered by its rather harried and
probably haphazard repairs in
Cranford a year before with Hur-
ricane Irene. He said the utility
was inundated with calls and did
the best it could.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt said
he understood but, “there has to
be a way that they are able to
figure out what line, what service
provides this area. During the
last storm, we all heard it: ‘Oh,
you’re going to be on next Tues-
day.’”

He also pressed the borough to
make people aware of the ser-
vices that are available when the
power goes out because of a
storm, such as portable elec-
tronic device charging stations
and shelters.

Chief Underhill said the bor-
ough is still low in terms of man-
power, but that all of the police
officers came in for the hurri-
canes and the nor’easter that hit
the borough in October 2011. He
believes the borough’s basic
needs are in place for another
storm, but has a “wish list,” such
as an auxiliary mobile command
center. Garwood had to use
Westfield’s recently when bor-
ough hall was being rewired for
the new generator.

In other meeting news, council
members tabled a resolution,
with a 4-2 vote, urging the New
Jersey State Legislature to pro-
hibit payment to public employ-
ees upon retirement for certain
unused sick leave. The bill was
introduced in May 2012 but was
never brought to the floor.

“Sick days should be for occa-
sionally when you’re sick,” said
Councilman Jim Mathieu, who
proposed the resolution. “I just

took a new job, and I don’t get
sick days. I get occasional illness
days and they don’t carry over
from year to year.”

Mr. Nierstedt said he supported
the measure but wanted to link
the resolution to urging the State
Legislature to also pass a mea-
sure requiring the private sector
provide sick time.

Council President Sara Todisco
voiced support for both, but sug-
gested delaying a vote to con-
sider Mr. Nierstedt’s amendment.
Councilwoman Ann Palmer said
she supported both Mr. Mathieu’s
and Mr. Nierstedt’s proposals in
principle, but would vote against
Mr. Nierstedt’s resolution be-
cause it was a “bigger-than-
Garwood” issue.

“I would support it privately by
writing my legislators but not by
voting on it here as a council
person,” she said.

Mr. Nierstedt then motioned to
delay the vote, where Ms. Palmer
joined Mr. Mathieu in voting
against it.

According to the resolution,
Garwood’s 2013 municipal bud-
get indicates that the borough
has $191,639 of accrued, but
unused, days of employee ab-
sences. The issue was highlighted
earlier this year by the retire-
ment of Police Captain James
Pipala, who received about
$90,000, some of it unused sick
time.

Council members voted 5 to 1
to pay $6,500 to Hatch Mott
MacDonald for observation and
documentation of soil removal at
the Athletic Field Complex. Mr.
Mathieu voted no, saying the
contractor decided to add the
work and cost without prior coun-
cil approval. Borough Adminis-
trator Christina Ariemma said this
was an emergency situation and
that time was of the essence.

Mr. Mathieu said Ms. Ariemma
took reasonable action, but he
did not want to set a precedent.

“We don’t function that way,

and I am just very worried –
again, I’m always worried about
precedence. I’m just very wor-
ried that if we bless this, what is
the next thing that comes?

“So it’s really not so much the
cost of it,” he added. “I just really
think that we really need to be
sticklers with the proposals and
how these things get approved.”
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PERFECT SCORE...The Garwood Board of Education (BOE) presented award
certificates at the BOE’s November 19 meeting to those students achieving a
perfect score of 300 on the NJASK tests taken in the spring.

CF Planning Board OKs
COAH Ordinance Change

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD  – The planning
board last Wednesday approved
amending a township ordinance
as respect to mandatory devel-
opment fees for Cranford’s af-
fordable housing program.

The ordinance establishes stan-
dards for the collection, mainte-
nance and expenditure of devel-
opment fees pursuant to Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations. The fees collected
are to be used for providing low-
and moderate-income housing.

The amendment allows the col-
lection of 50 percent of the de-

velopment fee at the time of
issuance of the building permit.
The remaining 50 percent would
be collected at the time of issu-
ance of the certificate of occu-
pancy.

“It was a choice of collecting
here or allowing the money to go
to the state. The choice was to
keep it here,” Board Attorney
Allen Barkin said.

The ordinance and its amend-
ment came about after the town-
ship was involved in litigation
with the Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), the developer
of 215/235 Birchwood Avenue.
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