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l'ennemi du journaliste

OBLACHINSKI SCORES TD, HITS McCAFFREY FOR 36-YD TD; CHRISTIANO 5 RECEPTIONS

Cougar Gridders’ Gambles Fall Short to Summit, 35-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gambling was needed in the
minds of the Cranford High School
Cougars and the coaching staff if
they were to dethrone the de-
fending North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 champion Summit
Hilltoppers, winners of 22 straight
games, in the semifinal round at
Tatlock Field in Summit on No-
vember 23.

The Cougars took the gambles
and rolled the dice on three ma-
jor occasions, failed on the first
roll, succeeded on the second
but came up inches short on the
third, setting the stage for a 35-
14 victory by the 11-0 Hilltoppers.

That third gamble came after
the opening kickoff to the Cou-
gars in the second half. With the
Hilltoppers leading 20-14, the
Cougars were facing a fourth-
and-one from their own 40 yard
line and lined up for a punt.
Instead, quarterback John
Oblachinski got the snap and
plunged forward to force a mea-
surement only to miss by a few
inches. The Hilltoppers capital-
ized and answered in four run-
ning plays when running back
Colm Dougherty pushed in from
the one. With quarterback Charlie
Terry’s successful two-point con-
version pass to Andrew
Masterfano, their lead rose to
28-14, causing a sense of ur-
gency for the Cougars.

“The fourth down over here
where we went for it was a big
play. I wish we executed the play
a little bit better. I still liked the

call, but that was a big play in the
game. I thought we needed to go
down and get a score. We had
moved the ball pretty well in the
first half, but they did a good job
at the end of drives keeping us
out of the end zone,” Cougar

Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.
The 7-4 Cougars have improved

in every aspect of the game since
their 48-14 loss to Summit on
September 27 and had the
Hilltoppers concerned, despite
their first two gambles and

matched Summit touchdown-for-
touchdown to finish the first quar-
ter tied, 14-14.

Gamble No. 1 came on the
opening kickoff of the game when
Cougar Troy Kettler booted an
onsides kick and the Hilltoppers
recovered the ball on their 46.
Seven plays later, Terry scooted
five yards for the touchdown with

10:08 on the clock. The Cougars
answered with a 10-play, 69-
yard scoring drive concluded by
Oblachinski’s five-yard touch-
down run with 6:31 on the clock.

After a conventional kickoff, the

Hilltoppers returned the ball from
the five to the 35 then mixed four
running plays with four passing
plays to hit pay dirt when Terry
bashed in from the two with 4:12
on the clock. Back came the Cou-
gars with a six-play, 73-yard scor-
ing drive that was concluded with
Oblachinski’s 36-yard touchdown
pass to Jack McCaffrey over the
middle to knot the score, 14-14,
with 2:02 left in the first quarter.

The Cougars’ second gamble,
another onsides kick recovered
by the Hilltoppers, however,
worked when they held Summit
to three-and-out and took pos-
session at their own 25. Unfortu-
nately, a pair of holding penalties
stifled their offensive answer.

Late in the second quarter, the
Hilltoppers ended an 11-play, 65-
yard march with Dougherty’s two-
yard touchdown run. A bad snap
on the conversion attempt left
Summit with a 20-14 lead at the
half.

After the failure of the third
gamble put Summit in the driver’s
seat, desperation resulted in a
series of penalties that went in
favor of the Hilltoppers. Despite
a chop block call against Sum-
mit, the Cougars’ defense an-
swered with two personal fouls
and a pass interference call to
allow the Hilltoppers to gobble
substantial time off the clock and
march in to score after 13 plays
when Dougherty bashed two
yards for his third touchdown.

Oblachinski, who finished with
43 rushing yards, completed 10
passes for 128 yards, including
an interception. Donavin Walker,
who had three receptions for 23
yards, had 32 rushing yards and
threw a 24-yard strike to
McCaffrey. Luke Christiano had
five receptions for 61 yards, and
McCaffrey had three receptions

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BRINGING DOWN A HILLTOPPER…Cougar linebacker Rob Delsandro, No. 52, brings down Summit running back
Chris Zanelli, No. 23, in the sectional semifinal in Summit.
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