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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“All Is Lost”
If That’s What you’re Looking For

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

While only tangential to a discus-
sion of director J.C. Chandor’s “All
Is Lost,” it occurs that we are a spe-
cies of comparers. To wit, the ques-
tion most asked of your humble audi-
tor this week: Whose performance is
better, Robert Redford as a yachtsmen
adrift in the Indian Ocean in this
movie, or Sandra Bullock as the lost-
in-space medical officer in “Grav-
ity?”

But that would egregiously dis-
qualify Tom Hanks’s portrayal of the
Robinson Crusoe-like survivalist in
“Cast Away” (2000) from this sweep-
stakes. Rule 573, section iiB of the
Film Critics Manual specifically dic-
tates that comparisons of movie char-
acters confronted with isolation and
their mortality must be parsed in thir-
teen year segments.

Now, it would be dismissive to say
it’s like comparing apples and or-
anges. Actually, it’s more like com-
paring McIntosh with Delicious and
Granny Smiths. All three deliver juicy,
tension-filled performances.

However, just in case this inquiry
turns up as a question on your kids’
SATs, I’d feel safe in advising them
that it’s Miss Bullock in first place
and destined for an Oscar nomina-
tion, Hanks second, and Mr. Redford
competently showing in the money.

Now that that’s that all cleared up,
and to stretch a metaphor more than is
seemly, you have to be in the mood to
bite into this apple. More specifically,
a strong interest in acting will go far to
assure your concern for the travail
confronting Robert Redford’s lost soul,
identified in the credits as Our Man.

This is the stuff of scene studies,
wherein, as any dilettantish acting
coach worth his ascot can tell you,
one’s whole instrument must be called
upon to exact character, situation, and
whatever else you feel it’s important
for the audience to contemplate and
process. As Our Man struggles with
practically every challenge of survival
after an errant shipping container cuts
a hole in his boat’s hull, the dramatic
goal is, first to win your empathy, and
secondly to get you thinking about
that thin thread from which we dangle.

On the opposite end of the spec-
trum, which theoretically at least
should make for an interesting mix in
the theater, there is much here for
the Hemingway-ishly inclined. Sup-
plied with just about every gizmo
and gadget the ardent boater can
find in his Cabela’s catalog (except,
alas, a global phone), Redford’s
wayward sailor employs his store of
goods with angst-filled realism.

Of course, as can be gleaned from
the disheartening opening scene, not
everything works. Informing he has
but a half day of rations left and

about an equal amount of optimism,
he writes his epitaph and offers an
apology to all whom it may concern.
The picture turns black and then the
screen announces, “Eight Days Ear-
lier.”

I won’t give it away, but all I was
thinking at that point is, ‘They better
not put me through all this and then
let him die.’ Not that you give much
of a hoot in the beginning.

I mean, who is he? Yes, he’s a
fellow human and as such you hope
he survives. In time, however, sur-
mising and inferring by his conduct
and appearance, you build a fiction.
He’s probably well-
heeled…obviously intelligent. Can’t
tell from that Southwestern-styled
ring on his ring finger if he’s mar-
ried… but bet there’s a story there,
huh?

In short, part of the entertainment
potential resides in how much you
enjoy such interpolation. And maybe
it’s because our finer instincts lead
us to think the best of someone.
Hence, as his trials and tribulations
ensue, you attribute Our Man with a
certain amount of nobility. After all,
judging from his demeanor and con-
viction, symbolically he is us, n’est-
ce pas? Although, admittedly, I don’t
think I could figure out how to use
that sextant he pulls out when his hi-
tech navigation stuff goes kablooie.

Granted, interest of the seat-edged
variety accrues slowly. But, cour-
tesy of Mr. Redford’s fine portrayal,
and not to mention the time you’ve
by now invested, you eventually care.

And then there’s that other atten-
tion-grabbing curiosity that enters
the equation. Since we’ve known
this American Adonis for decades,
and he’s the only person on the screen
for one hundred and six minutes,
our more gossipy inclinations can’t
help but muse about his appearance.

Shamefully, I’ve been remiss in
keeping up my “National Enquirer”
subscription, so I can’t really say.
Suffice it to note, the Internet is
abuzz with speculation. And while
only his plastic surgeon knows for
sure, what the heck? OK, so he has
no picture of himself rotting in the
attic. But gosh, the guy is 77 and
credibly playing a character in his
mid-sixties.

Note: This is a niche interest ve-
hicle, for adventurers, thespic en-
thusiasts and Redford fans. While
the golden boy hasn’t discovered
the fountain of youth, with “All Is
Lost” he has found a venue to prove,
with no small amount of panache,
his continued dramatic validity.

...
“All Is Lost,” rated R, is a Lionsgate

release directed by J.C. Chandor and
stars Robert Redford. Running time:
106 minutes

Sandy Victims Benefit From
GrooveBarbers Concert

WESTFIELD - The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will
present a special Holiday Concert
event featuring The GrooveBarbers
benefiting Sandy Relief.

The concert will be family
friendly and take place on Sunday
December 15, at 3 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
Doors will open at 2:30 p.m.

To keep this show family friendly,
pre-purchased tickets are $16 for
adults, $12 for teens and free for
kids 12 and under. Tickets pur-
chased at the door will be $23 for
all, except kids 12 and under still
get in free.

This concert will benefit Hurri-
cane Sandy relief. Tickets can be
purchased online in advance – at
the discounted price – by going to:
groovebarbers2.eventbrite.com.

Sean Altman is considered “the
father of the modern a’cappella.”
For eleven years, he was a lead
singer, arranger and composer for
the pioneering group Rockapella,
with whom he released nine CDs
and starred in the five-year PBS-
TV series “Where In The World Is
Carmen Sandiego?”

Sean composed the ubiquitous
“Carmen Sandiego” theme song,
which continues to get international
airplay.

The GrooveBarbers are an
a’cappella supergroup. Sounds
paradoxical, absurd, perhaps even
dangerous; indeed, The
GrooveBarbers is all these things.
Each member of this all-vocal pow-
erhouse quartet is a bona fide star in

his own right: Sean Altman, Charlie
Evett and Steve Keyes are former
founding members of the pioneer-
ing group Rockapella, and Westfield
native Kevin Weist is a renowned
bald vocal guru and acclaimed TV
writer.

Collectively they have established
themselves as the “go to” vocal
group for rock, doo-wop, jazz and
even barbershop. For more info
about this concert and the featured
performers, visit
groovebarbers2.eventbrite.com/

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is a seven-show se-
ries running from October through
May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. Upcoming
artists include the Kennedy’s on
January 18; Tom Prasada-Rao and
Cary Cooper on February 15; Kim
and Reggie Harris on March 15;
Carsie Blanton on April 26 and
David Wilcox on May 31.

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series also supports the
following charities: Homefirst
(Plainfield), Habitat for Humanity
(Plainfield), the Community Food
Bank of NJ (Hillside) and the Keith
Knost Special Needs Fund (Moun-
tainside). Each beneficiary has at
least one concert dedicated to it
during the season. The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series is spon-
sored by Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery
at 104 Elm Street in Westfield and
is further supported by a generous
grant from the Westfield Service
League, and a few other private
donations – which are encouraged.
For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series, the upcoming performance,
or ways in which to get involved
with the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org.
You can also call the Concert
Hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send
an e-mail to ahrre@ahrre.com. Vol-
unteers are always appreciated.

A Gift of the Arts Endures
Beyond the Holidays

GIFT OF MUSIC…Make this holiday season very dynamic and memorable by
giving a gift of the arts. A gift certificate from the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts can be used towards any of its programs.

Photo courtesy of Sherry Cronin/Downtown Westfield Corporation
FREE HOLIDAY PARKING...Parking will be free at all on-street and parking
lot meters in Downtown Westfield from Sunday, December 15, through Thurs-
day, December 26, compliments of the Town of Westfield. Meters will be covered
with red meter bags. Volunteers are needed to cover and uncover the meters. To
volunteer, contact Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation, at (908)
789-9444 or e-mail s.cronin@westfieldtoday.com. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Ryleigh Gildea, and members of
the Westfield Parking Services division, including Jonathan Pierce and Scott
Mesereau, volunteering to cover parking meters in prior years.

WESTFIELD — As the holiday
season approaches, many people are
preoccupied with thoughts of what
type of gift to give that special person
in their lives. It is so rewarding to find
something that is of immeasurable
value, which will last long beyond
the trending fashions, and will open
the portal to a lifetime of enjoyment.

A gift of participation in the arts
extends far into the future. Whether the
recipient has an initial interest in the
arts, or is skilled and wishes to broaden
a previously existing talent, an New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
gift certificate can help these fortunate
recipients to achieve their goals.

Issued in any financial amount, gift
certificates can be applied towards a
variety of NJWA sponsored programs.
They may be used for tuition for instru-
mental or vocal music lessons, for both
children and adults, at The Music Stu-
dio.

Perhaps the recipient may wish to
participate in other NJWA programs
and ensembles, such as the Wednesday
Morning Strings, the Flute Ensemble,
the Majestic Winds, the Concert Band,
the Summer Symphony, the Interna-
tional American Alphorn Society, the

Parent/Partner Orchestra, the Rock Per-
formance Workshop or the Rockin’
Jazz Band.

Another way this unique gift can be
used is towards a purchase at the Music
Store, if the recipient desires an instru-
ment or other musical items.

For those interested in the classic
sport of fencing, the gift certificate can
be used for lessons in saber, foil and
epee at The Westfield Fencing Club,
which has classes designed for chil-
dren, ages 10 and older, as well as for
adults.

This coming July, the NJWA Sum-
mer Workshop will open its doors for
the 43rd season. An NJWA gift certifi-
cate can give a child an opportunity to
participate in diverse course offerings
in the fine arts and sciences.

This year, the gift giver has the op-
portunity to select a unique present by
purchasing a ticket for the NJWA Gala
Celebration and Dinner that will be
held at Shanghai Jazz in Madison on
March 16,2014.

Gift certificates can be purchased at
the NJWA office at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9696 or visit
atwww.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Mid-Day Musicales to
Present Sweet and Deubner

FW Poetry Series Celebrates
15th Anniversary Dec. 10

WESTFIELD — The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, begins its Mid-Day Musicales
concerts for the season of Advent at
noon on Wednesday, December 4, with
a program by members of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. Brennan
Sweet, violin, and Brett Deubner, viola,
will perform music by Schubert and
Martinu. These half-hour concerts are
presented on Wednesdays at noon in
the church sanctuary with a suggested
donation of $5.

Born in New York City, New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra Associate Con-
certmaster Brennan studied violin at
the Franz Liszt Academy of Music in
Budapest, Hungary. Beginning his col-
lege education as an engineering stu-
dent at Washington University in St.
Louis, Mr. Sweet transferred and earned
a Bachelor of Music degree from Indi-
ana University, eventually serving for
three years as teaching assistant to Josef
Gingold before joining the faculty for
another two years as lecturer.

Concertmaster of several orchestras
including the Evansville Philharmonic
Orchestra and Owensboro Symphony
Orchestra, Sweet was also a founding
member of the Evansville String Quar-
tet. He performed for two seasons as
Assistant Concertmaster of the Colo-
rado Music Festival in Boulder. He
joined the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra in 1994 as Associate Concert-
master and subsequently led the Or-
chestra for three seasons as Acting
Concertmaster under Maestro Zdenek
Macal. Sweet is a founding member of
the Mostly Mozart at Monteux Festival
in Hancock, Maine, and has served as

coach and performer at the Raphael
Trio Chamber Music workshop in New
Hampshire.

In 2007, he joined the faculty of
Kean University as a Concert Artist,
teaching students and performing
chamber music concerts regularly
throughout the year. Sweet performs
recitals with acclaimed pianist Jenny
Lin in the New York metropolitan area.

Brett Deubner, one of this
generation’s most accomplished vio-
lists, has inspired worldwide critical
acclaim for his powerful intensity and
sumptuous tone.

Recent performances include con-
certo appearances with the Grand Rap-
ids Symphony, the Thuringer
Symphoniker in Saalfed, Germany,
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, the
Knoxville Symphony, the Grainger
Wind Symphony in Melbourne, the
Filharmonic del Quito, String Orches-
tra of the Rockies, the National Sym-
phony of Ecuador, the State Orchestra
of Merida, Venezuela, the New Sym-
phony of Sofia, Bulgaria, the Peninsula
Symphony of California and the Kiev
Camerata in Ukraine. He is the Artistic
Director of the concert series, “Music
and More” in New Jersey where he
makes his home with his wife and four
children.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs. The church is handi-
capped-accessible.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to attend
a free event on Tuesday, December 10,
at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine Av-
enue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue.)
The scheduled event will celebrate the
15th anniversary of the Carriage House
Poetry Series with music
and words featuring dis-
tinguished poet Mark Doty
and composer/lyricist
Brian Celardo.

Mark Doty is one of the
most distinguished and
popular poets in the United
States. He is the author of
numerous collections of
poetry, most recently “Fire
to Fire: New and Selected
Poems” (Harper Collins),
which won the National
Book Award. Other col-
lections include “School
of the Arts” (2005);
“Source” (2002); “Sweet Machine”
(1998); “Atlantis” (1995); and “My Al-
exandria” (1993), which won the Na-
tional Book Critics Circle Award and
Britain’s T. S. Eliot Prize, and also was a
National Book Award finalist.

Among other honors and awards, Mr.
Doty has received fellowships from the
Guggenheim, Ingram Merrill,
Rockefeller, and Whiting foundations
and from the National Endowment for
the Arts. He was elected an Academy of

American Poets Chancellor in 2011.
Mr. Doty graduated from Drake Uni-

versity in Des Moines, Iowa, and re-
ceived his Master of Fine Arts degree in
creative writing from Goddard College
in Plainfield, Vermont. He has taught at
the University of Iowa, Princeton Uni-
versity, Sarah Lawrence College, Co-
lumbia University, Cornell and NYU.

He was the John and
Rebecca Moores Profes-
sor in the graduate pro-
gram at the University of
Houston Creative Writing
Program for ten years.

Mark Doty is currently
Distinguished Professor
and Writer-in-Residence
in the Department of En-
glish at Rutgers Univer-
sity in New Brunswick,
where he directs Writers
House.

The Carriage House
Series was established on
Dec. 10, 1998, by Adele

Kenny, Fanwood’s Poet Laureate. The
series is home-based in the Patricia M.
Kuran Arts Center, an historic Gothic
Revival structure that was once a 19th
century carriage house, hence the name
of the series. The upcoming reading on
December 10 is free of charge and open
to the public.

For more information call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Mark Doty

LITTLE WOMEN…Mairead Forrest of Parlin, Julia Linger of Cranford and
Carlin Schildge of Westfield, students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School (W-H)
in Edison, perform a scene from the fall play, Little Women by Louisa May Alcott.
W-H staged the play performed in November.

Millwater to Perform
In Nutcracker

WESTFIELD – Marissa Millwater,
13, of Westfield, will join world-re-
nowned dancers when she appears in
the soloist role of Lead Chinese Girl
in this years full-length production of
New Jersey Dance Theatre Ensembles
The Nutcracker at the Wilkins The-
atre at Kean University on Saturday,
December 14, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
and Sunday, December 15, at 2 p.m.

Tickets: $30 adult, $20 student/
senior/child. For tickets call the box
office at (908) 737-7469. For more
information, email Corey Bliss at
cbliss@njdte.org.

MACY’S DAY PARADE…The University of Massachusetts Marching Band,
which includes 21 members from New Jersey, was chosen to march in the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade this year. Band members from Union County include
Morgan Farrar of Rahway and Emily Gluck of Westfield. Third row, left to right,
are: Daniel Wu (Demarest), Adam Har-Zvi (Glen Rock), Neal Scheraga (Glen
Rock), Dylan Casler (Montville), Morgan Farrar (Rahway), Emily Hopkins
(Pennington), Katie Savarin (Cherry Hill). Second Row, left to right, are: Julia
Givens (Middletown), Ryan McNerney (Stanhope), Argan Pagotaisidro
(Ridgewood), Carolyn Dirnfeld (Freehold), Sam Kaufman (Cherry Hill) , Spen-
cer Weinstein (Mount Laurel), Danielle Hecht (Hillsborough) , Taylor Bertelsen
(Howell). First row, left to right, are: Emily Gluck (Westfield), Morgan McGrane
(Middletown), Katie Jo Prendella (Bernardsville), Julia Cardillo (Hazlet), Hope
Bavier (High Bridge), and Demi Staluppi (Wayne).

WCW Offers Youth Poetry, Short Story Contest
WESTFIELD — The Woman’s

Club of Westfield (WCW)  invites all
aspiring student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school to
enter its 2013 Youth Poetry and Short
Story Contest.

Poetry entries may be any style with
a minimum length of eight lines and a
maximum of 30 lines. Short stories
are limited to 2,000 words. Entries
must be typewritten, double spaced,
with a minimum of one inch margins,
on one side of eight and a half inch
paper.

A student may enter one short story
and/or poem.

The author’s name, email address if
available, mailing address, telephone
number, student’s grade and school,
category, title of poem or short story
must be entered in the top right hand
corner of each page. All entries are
judged on content, organization and

form. Decision of the judges is final.
Material is to be submitted in dupli-

cate to Woman’s Club of Westfield,
314 Orenda Circle, Westfield, N.J.
07090, post marked before Wednes-
day, January 1, 2014 and must be the
original unpublished work of the au-
thor, written during the contest year.

Authors must be amateurs with earn-
ings from writings not to exceed $500
annually. Writers are asked to keep a
copy of their work as entries cannot be
returned.

The categories in both poetry and
short story are: Category One -Grades
K-1-2; Category Two - Grades 3, 4
and 5; Category Three  - Grades 6, 7
and 8; Category Four - Grades 9, 10,
11 and 12.

Winners of the local contest will be
sent on to be judged at the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs
level.

Deadline for CDC Art
Contest December 2

CRANFORD - The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will hold a “Dear
Edwina” student art contest at CDC
Theatre. To enter, send a self-portrait
that shows what makes you unique.

Entries will be displayed in the
upstairs gallery and audience mem-
bers will vote for their favorites dur-
ing performances of Dear Edwina
December 6, 7 and 8.

First, second and third place prizes
will be announced at the last show.

Mail entries to Megan Ferentinos,
c/o CDC Theatre, P.O. Box 511,
Cranford, NJ 07016.

Entries must arrive by Monday,
December, 2, and include the artists
name and address.

Come to the shows and bring a new
or gently used book to donate to
CDC’s book drive.

For more information visit
www.cdctheatre.org.


