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Raider Soccer Boys Captured UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

difference as he finished the season
with a team-leading 22 goals and 18
assists. Murphy was the man who
launched the free kicks and one earned
the Raiders the 2-1, double overtime
victory against Westfield in the UCT
semifinals. Murphy was named First
Team All-State and First Team All-
Union County (UC) by the Soccer
Coaches Association of New Jersey
(SCANJ).

“Murphy burst onto the scene, with-
out a doubt, I think the best player in
Union County and certainly one of
the top public players in the state. As
a sophomore, his game is way above
the level of most players on the high
school level. He is an exceptional,
fine player,” Coach Breznitsky noted.

The Raiders had three highly ca-
pable co-captains with goalkeeper
Dan Korduba, outside midfielder Alex
Cimring and forward Christian
Zazzali. The Raiders outscored their
opponents, 68-18, to average 3.4 goals
per game to only 0.9 against and
recorded 11 shutouts. Korduba was
selected SCANJ Second Team All-
State (goalkeeper) and First Team
All-UC.

“Our team captains, Christian
Zazzali, Daniel Korduba and Alex
Cimring, did a good job. Senior lead-
ership is always something that is
very important to any team,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “Korduba missed
four games with a partially separated

shoulder. He did a good job for us this
year and last year.”

Zazzali was the third leading
scorer with seven goals and eight
assists. With the exception of a few
games where he was sidelined with
an eye injury and also in the semifi-
nal game with Millburn, he was part
of a serious right-side scoring threat
that included Murphy, senior Mike
Walsh and junior Justin Rodriques.
Zazzali was selected Third Team
All-State Central 1 and Second
Team All-UC.

“Mike Walsh did a great job, not
only in his defending, but coming
forward with his ability to link up
with Zazzali. It made our offense go,
on most occasions, coming down that

side. Chris Zazzali was the sparkplug
for our team, an excellent leader, a
guy on the field that motivates not
only himself, but also motivates the
team. It was a loss to us not having
him available in the last game at the
state tournament,” Coach Breznitsky
said.

Rodriques was second in scoring
with 11 goals and seven assists. He
was selected Second Team All-State
Central 1 and First Team All-UC.
Walsh netted two goals and three
assists and was selected Third Team
All-State and First Team All-UC.

“Justin had more offensive output
than he had two years prior. He scored
some crucial goals for us down the

stretch, but after a while, became a
marked man, which made it a little
more difficult,” Coach Breznitsky
said.

Junior midfielder Zach Lipshitz
provided some big-time pressure,
especially from the center and used
his power well to net four goals and
six assists. Lipshitz, an All-State Cen-
tral 1 Honorable Mention, was also
selected Second Team All-UC.

“Zach was the most improved
player on our team. In some games,
especially in the county tournament,
he was one of the best players on the
field. He’s gotten big, he’s gotten
strong, he’s extremely tough. He’s
worked very hard in the off-season
to improve his skills. Next year is

going to be a big year
for him,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

Sophomore de-
fender Joey Bianco
received Second
Team All-State
Central 1 and First
Team All-UC rec-
ognition. Junior
midfielder David
Valian provided
strong offensive
support with four
goals and four as-
sists.

“Bianco is one of
the premier defend-
ers. He is a quality
and confident type of
a player,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

With top-notched
players like Murphy,
Rodriques, Bianco,
Lipshitz, Valian and
many others return-
ing, the Raiders will
be doing nothing
more than rearming
for a powerful punch

next year.
“It was a successful season, but

with the type of teams we had this
year and last year, to end it on a sour
note, not getting to the sectional or
state final was disappointing; how-
ever, everybody doesn’t get to the
big dance all the time. With the con-
sistency we have year in and year
out, it always puts us in the position.
You got to be good, you got to stay
healthy, and you got to be lucky. We
look forward to next season,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS VARSITY TENNIS TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Co-captains Emma Haley, Julia
Criscuolo and Caroline King; middle row, Maddie Levy, Catherine Massa, Shannon O’Donnell, Rebecca Sisto and Julia
Morgan; back row, Chanel Shum, Kayla Bleich, Connie Wu and Catherine King.

CRISCUOLO, MORGAN, HALEY, MASSA UCT CHAMPS

Lady Blue Devils Finish 15-11
In Tennis, Take 2nd in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Extremely strong competition pre-
vented this year’s Westfield High
School girls tennis team from repeat-
ing as Union County Tournament
(UCT) champions, but it came as no
surprise to Head Coach Matt Varhley.

“Linden has three solid singles
players. We are going to have our
hands full. Kent Place is going to be
a strong team,” Varhley said during
preseason.

Coach Varhley was correct as his
team’s string of eight straight UCT
titles came to a halt at the rackets of
the Kent Place Dragons, who fin-
ished with one champion, three sec-
onds and a fourth to grab the title
with 76 points, while the Blue Devils
and Oak Knoll tied for second at 68.
The Linden Tigers won at first and
second singles, and placed third at
third singles to take fourth at 52.

In addition to rugged regular-sea-
son matches with Kent Place, Oak
Knoll and Linden, the Blue Devils’
schedule was also packed with pow-

ers, such as Ridge, Bridgewater-
Raritan, East Brunswick, Mendham
and Chatham. They finished with a
15-10 team record.

Sophomore Connie Wu, who was a
UCT champion at second doubles,
jumped up to first singles and fin-
ished with a 14-13 record. She placed
third in the UCT. Wu was selected
Second Team All-Conference.

“Connie Wu gutted out several
tough matches, including big wins
against Governor Livingston and
Summit,” Coach Varhley said.

Senior co-captain Caroline King
occupied the second singles spot,
placed second in the UCT and fin-
ished 18-9. Last year she placed third
in the UCT and the year before, she
won at doubles. King was also se-
lected Second Team All-Conference
at her position.

“Caroline King was a strength for
us at second singles,” Coach Varhley
noted.

Sophomore Rebecca Sisto placed
fourth in the UCT at third singles and
finished with a 15-9 record. Last year,

she took top UCT honors at that spot.
Sisto was selected Honorable Men-
tion All-Conference.

Senior co-captain Julia Criscuolo
and sophomore Julia Morgan teamed
to grab top honors in the UCT at first
doubles and finished at 16-6. In her
previous two years, Criscuolo with
teammate Elizabeth Cusick, who has
graduated, won two straight UCT
titles at first doubles. Criscuolo and
Morgan were selected First Team All-
Conference at the position.

“First doubles played their best
match of the season in the sectional
quarterfinals of the state tournament,
defeating Ridge High School, 6-2, 6-
3,” Coach Varhley pointed out.

Senior co-captain Emma Haley and
Catherine Massa placed third in the
UCT at second doubles and finished
with a 11-12 record.

“The senior captions did a great
job building team unity. Overall, I am
very happy with the way the team
improved throughout the season. The
girls played hard and had fun doing
it,” Coach Varhley said.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (October 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND TEAM ALL-STATE CENTRAL 1…Raider Justin Rodriques, center, was selected
Second Team All-State Central 1 by the Soccer Coaches Association of New Jersey.


