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Westfield Campus
December 5

9:30 a.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

  THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open House

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

WHS Technology Showcased
At State Teacher Convention
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School seniors Sarah Davidson and
Samantha Gruskin and teachers
Jacqueline Spring and Caitlin
MacDonald were featured speak-
ers at a technology workshop held
at this year’s New Jersey School
Boards Convention.

According to Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick, the
High School was invited to present
at the convention because of the
innovative use of technology Evo
Popoff, the Chief Innovation Of-
ficer for the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, saw when he
visited Westfield’s American Stud-
ies classroom last year.

“He was extremely impressed
with the collaborative approach that
Ms. Spring and Ms. MacDonald
took to improve instruction using
21st century skills and electronic
tools in their co-taught class,” said
Pricipal Renwick.

Through a grant from the Educa-
tion Fund of Westfield, iPads are
used in the American Studies class,
which is taught in a double period
and combines the study of Ameri-
can Literature and American His-
tory. The iPads are supplemented
with BYOD (Bring Your Own De-
vice) which is a pilot program for
this class.

In describing her reaction to the
technology offered in the class she
took in 11th grade, Sarah said, “One
of the most rewarding things about
having the technology was having
the ability to take ownership of the
knowledge we were trying to de-
velop. We had the world at our fin-
gertips to question, explore, and
utilize – that experience alone was
exciting and challenging - two
things that school should always
be.”

Ms. MacDonald, stated, “Regu-
lar access to technology in Ameri-
can Studies has given students a
classroom that challenges them to
critically evaluate sources, collabo-
rate with classmates, pursue inter-
ests and actively engage in their
education. Regular access to tech-
nology in the classroom has shifted
the role of Ms. Spring and I as
teachers and also has shifted the
role of students. With technology,
students are more empowered and
active learners.”

At the convention, Westfield
teachers and students discussed how
technology can transform teaching
and learning.

“Their presentation was so im-

pressive that educators from all over
the state remained afterwards for
close to an hour to talk directly with
our students and teachers,” stated
Board of Education member Lucy
Biegler, who was in attendance.

Samantha described the experi-
ence at the convention satin, “I think
the most rewarding thing about par-
ticipating on the panel was seeing
that our voices actually had an im-
pact on the people who attended.
The feedback Sarah and I received
from the various educators that at-
tended was extremely inspiring, and
we could tell that we had really
influenced their views on innova-
tion and technology in the class-
room. To know that our passion for
learning and improving education
actually reached people gives me a
lot of hope, because those people
then have the capability to take those
ideas to their own school districts
where students can be impacted by
this wonderful technology just as
Sarah and I were.”

“I was honored that Mr. Popoff
was impressed enough to provide a
platform for our students to speak
about how learning changed for
them,” noted Ms. Spring. “It is sig-
nificant that their voices were hon-
ored in a forum such as this because
it doesn’t happen too often. For me,
the most special point of the day
was seeing these two ladies speak
articulately about how learning can
be transformative when infused
with technology.”

PERFECT…Eight Westfield High School students have achieved perfect scores
in recent standardized tests widely used for college admission criteria. The
students pictured, first row, left to right, are: Shea Fitzpatrick – SAT Writing;
Lily Wang – SAT Writing; and Rachel Fan – SAT Math; Pictured, second row,
left to right, are: Nicole Devitt –ACT test (includes English, Math, Reading and
Science); Shawn Wu – SAT Math; David Gruskin – SAT Reading; Fraser Weist
– SAT Math 2; and Andrew Zale – SAT Writing. These test scores are accepted
by major colleges and universities and provide evidence of student readiness for
the academic rigors that lie ahead.

Special Ed Community
Invited to Night Out
WESTTIELD — The community

is invited to attend the Westfield
Special Education Community for
an evening of education and in-
sightful conversation on Wednes-
day, December 4, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Edison Intermediate School Li-
brary, located at 800 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield.

Stimulating conversational skills
in children with special needs is a
common challenge. It is a source of
frustration for parents, educators
and children alike. How can we
help children with special needs
respond appropriately to parents,
teachers and peers? How can we
help our kids be successful in social
situations in the classroom, at re-
cess, at after school activities, and
at playdates?

Elisha Cohen-Monzella, a li-
censed speech-language patholo-
gist, will quickly define pragmatic/
social language key terms, and then
delve into her vast knowledge of
what we, as parents, professionals
and family, can do to stimulate the
development of our children’s con-
versational skills.

Ms. Cohen-Monzella will share
techniques for various environ-
ments within school, home-life and
community to help children on the
spectrum or with special needs that
inhibit pragmatic/conversational
speech. Within the short time allot-
ted, she promises to share as many
strategies as possible that can be
implemented easily to assist our
children.

Westfield High School
Presents ‘Play-Hem’
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School students will be performing
in the first annual “Play-Hem,” on
Saturday, December 7, at 7 p.m.

Play-Hem is the non-musical ver-
sion of the highly popular, mostly
musical spring talent show, “May-
Hem.” Play-Hem will consist of dra-
matic and comedic performances in-
cluding monologues, sketches, stand-
up comedy, etcetera, all performed
by Westfield High School students.

The evening is sure to be entertain-
ing. Come out and support your
friends, neighbors, and children or
just come for a great, affordable night
of entertainment.

Tickets are $5 for students and $10
for adults and will be held in Cafete-
ria B at Westfield High School lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.
Home-baked refreshments will be
sold.

Tamaques Hosts
Punch-A-Thon

WESTIELD — Tamaques El-
ementary School parents, teachers
and Principal Michael Cullen, par-
ticipated in a “Punch-A-Thon”
fundraiser during a 60-minute box-
ing class at CKO Kickboxing in
Fanwood on November 16.

Highlights included Tamaques
PTO Co-President Lori Sternberg
co-leading the event and fifth grade
teacher Victor Alfonso raising
money through a “punch out chal-
lenge,” throwing 116 punches in 30
seconds.

CKO provided the facility, staff
and contributed generously towards
the Tamaques fundraiser.

Westfield High School’s
Hi’s Eye Captures
National Award

WESTIELD — Once a finalist
and now a winner, Hi’s Eye,
Westfield High School’s student-
run newspaper is one of only three
in the country receiving the distin-
guished Pacemaker Award from the
National School Press Association
for newspapers of eight pages or
less.

The Pacemaker, which the Na-
tional School Press Association
launched in 1927, is judged and
awarded based on coverage and con-
tent, quality of writing and report-
ing, leadership on the opinion page,
evidence of in-depth reporting, de-
sign, photography, art and graphics.
The other two winning high schools
were from Ohio and California. In
total, there were 350 submissions
for Pacemakers nationwide.

SETTING THE PACE…Hi’s Eye, Westfield High School’s student-run newspa-
per receiving the distinguished Pacemaker Award from the National School Press
Association Working on a recent Hi’s Eye issue pictured, left to right, are: Maddie
Katz, Caroline Baldwin, and Geneva Gleason.

MIX IT UP…The entire student body and staff at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield celebrated Mix It Up Day on November 22 to encourage an inclusive
school community and learning environment. Seated at the lunchtime activities
are eighth graders, at left, Nicholas Christopher and Saranya Turimella; at right,
pictured, front to back, are: Asa Coleman, Morgan Miovski, Sydney Swingle,
Karolina Zboralska and Nicholas Wojno-Oranski.

Edison Students Cross Social
Boundaries at ‘Mix It Up Day’

WESTFIELD — The entire student
body at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield participated in “Mix It Up
Day” on November 22, joining more
than one million students across the
country to help break down social bar-
riers.

Mix It Up is a positive way to im-
prove inter-group relations so there are
fewer misunderstandings that can lead
to conflicts, bullying and harassment,”
explained sixth grade counselor Kim-
berly Lisnock.

The day began with a school-wide
assembly at Edison Intermediate School
where Dr. Mykee Fowlin, a psycholo-
gist and actor, was guest speaker.

“Dr. Fowlin knows how to use hu-
mor to talk about hot topics pertaining
to social acceptance. He encouraged
our students to be more than tolerant –
to be empathetic and to be friends,” Ms.
Lisnock stated.

Eighth grader Nicholas Wojno-
Oranski’s favorite part of the day was
Dr. Fowlin’s assembly. “I liked how he
informed people how each one of us
affects other people’s lives,” Nicholas
said.

Edison’s Assistant Principal David
Duelks added, “It was a powerful as-
sembly. Afterwards hordes of kids went

up to him to say thank you; some gave
him hugs.”

Following the assembly, teacher-fa-
cilitated discussion groups took place
when students reported to their regu-
larly scheduled classes.

Lunchtime took on a festive atmo-
sphere as student leaders from the
school’s TLRNC group (Teens Learn-
ing Respect ‘N Compassion) and the
Student Government Association led
games and encouraged conversation at
grade level tables in the cafeteria. “Dur-
ing lunch, we asked students to move
out of their comfort zone and sit with
someone new at lunch,” Ms. Lisnock
explained. “Studies have shown that
when students interact with those who
are different from them, biases and
misperceptions can fall away. Cafete-
rias are the focus of Mix It Up because
that’s where a school’s social bound-
aries are most obvious.”

Validating that approach, TLRNC
leader Saranya Turimella took notice
of her table of eighth graders. “They
have been going to school for years but
don’t necessarily know each other. We
want to make school a nice place and to
be a focus on tolerance,” said Saranya.

One eighth grader, Morgan Miovski,
offered her enthusiasm by saying, “Mix
It Up Day is a great way for students to
meet new friends and I love it!”

After lunch, the entire student body
and staff participated in team-building
games, mixing students from the
school’s sixth, seventh and eighth
grades.

“These games are intended to en-
courage, unify and strengthen relation-
ships throughout our building,” stated
Principal Matthew Bolton.

The day ended with more than 850
students and staff breaking out in dance.

This was the first time that a full day
was devoted to Mix It Up Day at
Edison. The counselors – Kerri
Webster, Lori DeMuro, and Ms.
Lisnock began the planning last year
and are hoping to continue with a full
day every year.

“It is a great way to celebrate our
differences and to accept our shared
experiences,” said Ms. Lisnock.

Nicholas Kutsop Earns
Gold Axe Award

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. – Nicholas
Kutsop of Mountainside was among
twenty-two students to receive the
coveted Gold Axe Award for their
achievements at Northern Arizona
University (NAU). The awards were
announced at the Gold Axe and Dis-
tinguished Seniors awards banquet at
the High Country Conference Center
in Flagstaff, Arizona.

The tradition of the Gold Axe Award
dates back to 1933, a year after the
student body adopted the axe as the
symbol for Lumberjack athletics. It
was then that NAU adopted the tradi-
tion of awarding small gold axe pins
to outstanding members of the stu-
dent body.

Students selected for a Gold Axe
Award also are eligible for the
President’s Prize, considered the high-
est student recognition from the uni-
versity.

Murphy Earns Third in
Essay Contest

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Veronica
Murphy of Westfield, Class of 2017,
at Providence College (PC), earned
third place honors in the essay con-
test for the book, “The Curious In-
cident of the Dog in the Night-
Time.”

All incoming freshmen and trans-
fer students were invited to submit
an original essay about the novel,
which was written by Mark Haddon
and set in England. It is narrated by
a 15-year-old boy with behavioral
difficulties that resemble Asperger
syndrome and the title was inspired
by a Sherlock Holmes story. Mr.
Murphy’s essay was entitled, “Wis-
dom from a Lost Friend to a New
Friend.” The winners were an-
nounced at Academic Convocation
and honored at a reception.

It’s the third year that PC has
selected a Common Reading book
for campus conversation.
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SHE IS...
a Collaborator

a Ponderer

an Analyzer

and an Explorer of the world

For Kent Place girls, learning to lead begins in Kindergarten

Information Session

December 11  •  9–11 a.m.
Register at www.kentplace.org/admission

PUNCH-A-THON…Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield recently held
“Punch-A-Thon,” a fundraiser for the school. Participants take a break from
exercising at the event including Carlos Torres, Diana Simoes, Victor Alfonso,
Vicki Simpson, Mary Montes and Jenna Rizzi.

University of the
Sciences Announces

Dean’s List
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — The fol-

lowing local resident has been named
to the summer 2013 dean’s list at
University of the Sciences. Selection
for this award is based on completing
and passing all assigned courses with
no grade below a “C” and attaining
an academic average of at least 3.4
for courses taken in the summer se-
mester of 2013.

Roshni Shah of Westfield, is a doc-
tor of pharmacy student.

Reading is good
for you!
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