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– Obituaries –

Needle Nite Session
To Be Held Dec. 6

FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite program at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church is
scheduled for Friday, December 6,
at 7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue.

The 25 gift bags that were made
last month will be filled with small
toiletries and decorated with holi-
day items also made last month.
These will be distributed to people
who are housebound. Additionally,
the Needle Niters will share fellow-
ship and refreshments that evening.
And only handwork will be done.

All are welcome to come see what is
being done and to join the group. If
fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quest to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.
For further information about Needle
Nite projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com or visit
fanwoodpc.org.

Garwood Knights
Post Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive this Sunday, December
1, from 12:30 to 7:30 p.m. at their
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, opposite
PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood be-
tween now and January 14, 2014
will be entered into a sweepstakes to
win two tickets to the Super Bowl in
February at Met Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the build-
ing off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). For information, call Chair-
man Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389
or e-mail Dcmacvsog@msn.com; call
Brenda Saunders at the Blood Center
of New Jersey at (973) 676-4700,
extension no. 144; visit bloodnj.org or
e-mail bcnj@bloodnj.org.

Westfield Library to Hold
Workshops on Zinio

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host the work-
shop “How to Download Zinio Maga-
zines” on two Monday evenings,
December 2, 2013 and January 6,
2014, at 6:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Zinio Magazines is a digital maga-
zine service that the library acquired
last summer in partnership with
RBdigital from Recorded Books.
Zinio’s unique technology digitally
recreates a magazine page for page,
including full color pictures, intui-
tive navigation, key word article
search and interactive elements such
as audio and video.

Zinio is accessible through PCs,
MACs, iPhones, iPads, Androids,
Kindle Fire/FireHD, Nook HD/HD+
and BlackBerry Playbook.

Through the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, patrons have unlimited,
simultaneous access to complete digi-
tal magazines, which can easily be
viewed on any Internet-enabled de-
vice inside or outside of the library.

Andrew Gross, a representative from
RBdigital Recorded Books, will ex-
plain this service and review all the
steps users need to view and down-
load titles. This workshop will not be
hands-on; it will be an interactive pre-
sentation.

Currently, the Westfield Memorial
Library has 24 magazines available
through Zinio, among them Cosmo-
politan, Men’s Health, Ladies Home
Journal, O, The Oprah Magazine,
Reader’s Digest, Esquire, Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance, Popular Science,
Newsweek and Rolling Stone.

Zinio was awarded Best New Da-
tabase of 2012 by Library Journal.

To register for either workshop,
visit wmlnj.org and click on the Cal-
endar link, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0.

Trinity Church Slates
Santa Breakfast

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church invites families to
Breakfast with Santa on Saturday,
December 7, from 8:30 a.m. to noon
in the church’s Sherlock Hall. Trinity
Episcopal Church is located at 119
Forest Avenue in Cranford.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy a pancake breakfast and
have their picture taken with Santa.
There also will be a gift basket raffle,
50/50 tickets, a wreaths and greens
sale, a crafts table and face painting.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentess, Breakfast with
Santa event coordinator. “The gift
baskets are beautiful and there is
something for everyone.”

Breakfast is $5 per person. Photos
with Santa are $7. Everyone is wel-
come. For additional information, call
(908) 276-4047.

SANTA AND FRIENDS...Danny and Sophia DeMarco are pictured with Santa
at the Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford. The church will present Breakfast
with Santa on Saturday, December 7, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in Sherlock Hall.
The church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Interfaith Committee Seeks
Applicants For MLK Award

CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
Cranford Clergy Council is now
accepting applications for its an-
nual Martin Luther King, Jr. Award
for Civil and Human Rights.

Individuals and groups are invited
to apply for the award, using appli-
cations available at the Cranford Li-
brary, all of the houses of worship in
Cranford and the Osceola Presbyte-
rian Church in Clark. The award will
be presented on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2014, at 7 p.m. at a special
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemo-
rative Service at the Osceola Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1689
Raritan Road in Clark.

The award is given to someone
who has made contributions to the

cause of improving the commu-
nity in such areas as civil and hu-
man rights, social justice, social
action and/or demonstrated con-
cern for the welfare of others. The
recipient should be either a resi-
dent of or identified with the Town-
ship of Cranford, although not nec-
essarily living in Cranford. The
recipient may be a clergy member
or a layperson.

The deadline for applications is
Thursday, December 5, 2013.
Those interested should send their
applications to:  Rabbi Ben
Goldstein, Cranford Clergy Coun-
cil President, Temple Beth El
Mekor Chayim, 338 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

To learn more about the Inter-
faith Human Relations Committee
of the Cranford Clergy Council,
contact  Cindy Hannen at
cindy@patwin.com or call her at
(908) 272-9133.

Holiday Boutique Due
At Crane-Phillips

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will hold its Third
Annual Holiday Boutique Fundraiser
Monday through Saturday, Decem-
ber 2 to 7, at The Crane-Phillips House
Museum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. Visitors will have
an opportunity to buy decorations
and ornaments for their home as well
as some unusual items.

Boutique hours will be Monday
through Friday, December 2 to 6,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.
On Saturday, December 7, the bou-
tique will be open from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. only. On this last day of the sale,
Mrs. Claus will meet with children
and give out candy canes.

The sale will benefit the museum’s
garden and grounds. For more infor-
mation, call the Society office at (908)
276-0082. The Historical Society has
been dedicated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continuing to
collect and document the township’s
past. Further information also is avail-
able at cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Calvary Lutheran Launches
Young Children’s Program

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will be-
gin a new focus on educational min-
istry for young children ages 3 to 5
beginning on Sunday, December 8,
at 9:30 a.m.

The new weekly program is open
to children who were 3 years old by
October 1. New participants will be
welcomed throughout the school year.

Known as “Young Children and
Worship,” the program helps pre-
schoolers develop an understanding
of what it means to be in worship. This
new approach connects the usual Sun-
day school elements to the traditional
elements found in worship: creating a
sacred space, greeting the church fam-
ily, hearing the word, responding to
the word, sharing communion and
being sent out into the world.

At each Sunday session the chil-
dren gather together and greet one
another. They hear the word through
Bible stories acted out with three-
dimensional figures. They respond
to the story by choosing from vari-
ous stations offering music, art,
puzzles, reading, prayer and more.

Additionally in this new program,
traditional snack time becomes a
“feast” replicating communion. The
children gather in a circle for a meal
together. The teacher unwraps a nap-
kin containing crackers, which the
youngsters pass around and share,
along with a glass of water. Then an
adult reads that week’s story from a
children’s Bible, and the session con-
cludes with closing prayers.

Parents planning to bring their
young children to this new experi-
ence, or in need of more information,
are invited to call Lynda Pullis, Cal-
vary Lutheran’s Youth and Family
Ministry director, at (908) 276-2418.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a con-
gregation of the New Jersey Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, serving the Cranford-
Westfield area and surrounding com-
munities for 85 years.

Furniture Assist, Inc. Seeks
Donations to Replenish Toys

By C. DAWSON YEOMANS (President)
and PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.

(Westfield volunteer)

Furniture Assist, Inc. has run out of
toys. Our toy shed is almost empty. We
need your help. Please help us restock
with new or gently used toys at this
important time of year. Toys, as well
as other donations, can be dropped off
at our location in Kenilworth on Sun-
days. Please see our website,
www.furnitureassist.com, for drop-off
times and directions to our facility.

In addition, a Westfield toy drop-
off location graciously has been
provided by Mr. Ron Bansky,
Allstate Insurance Agent. His of-
fice is at 519 South Avenue West.
Donations can be made there Mon-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. to

4 p.m. Collection begins immedi-
ately and continues through De-
cember 16. Mr. Bansky also is col-
lecting toys for us at his Princeton
office and will be transporting them
for us. We are grateful for the gen-
erosity of spirit of Ron and his staff.

As always, Furniture Assist appre-
ciates the generosity of individuals,
community organizations, and pub-
lic and private foundations in
Westfield and the surrounding areas.
Please consider volunteering with us.
We are an all-volunteer organization
and can always use more help. It is
incredibly rewarding to make a dif-
ference in the lives of those trying to
better themselves. Please visit our
website for information on donating
or volunteering. Thank you.

Joanne Rajoppi to Spotlight
‘Brunswick Boys’ at Lunch

WESTFIELD — Union County
Clerk and author Joanne Hamilton
Rajoppi will present her book, “New
Brunswick and the Civil War: The
Brunswick Boys in the Great Re-
bellion,” at the First Wednesday
Luncheon of the Westfield Histori-
cal Society. The slide/lecture pro-
gram will be held at noon on
Wednesday, December 4, at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

By the 1860s, New Brunswick
had become the transportation and
manufacturing center of New Jer-
sey. As the Civil War approached,
many of the young men in New
Brunswick became anxious to en-
list as a unit and join the Union
army. A mixture of patriotism, a
longing to earn more money and
adventure lured these “Brunswick
Boys” – close friends and co-work-
ers – to enlist.

Among them was 17-year-old
John P. Hamilton, Ms. Rajoppi’s
great-grandfather. He, and others
his age, had been working long
hours, at low pay, at a rubber fac-
tory in New Brunswick. It was his

letters to his mother that prompted
Ms. Rajoppi to write her book.
These letters offer insights into ev-
eryday life in New Jersey during
the war – New Brunswick’s factory
system, as well as its education and
medicine. They also reveal the
young men’s struggles to survive
amidst battles and close encounters
with death that so many soldiers
faced, as well as their difficult tran-
sition back to civilian life. The let-
ters of John P. Hamilton to his
mother covered a period of three
years – from June 1861 through
June 1864.

Ms. Rajoppi has been the Union
County Clerk since 1995. A lover
of history, especially New Jersey
history, she has been the chairper-
son for many historical programs
over the years. She is a trustee in the
Union County Historical Society
and currently chairs the county’s
Civil War Sesquicentennial Exhibit.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon may make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, December 2. The cost
of the luncheon is $25 for members
and $30 for non-members.

Noreene Nagle, 83
Noreene Faithe Nagle, 83, of

Scottsdale, Ariz. passed away on
Monday, November 4, 2013, due to
natural causes.

Services were held at Messinger
Mortuary in Scottsdale on Saturday,
November 16, 2013. Burial followed
at Paradise Memorial Gardens in
Scottsdale. Contributions can be made
to the Ronald McDonald House.

November 28, 2013

Madeline Childs, Had Been Teacher;
Enjoyed Reading, Running and Family
Madeline DiGioacchino Childs of

Fanwood, formerly of Williamsburg,
Va., passed away on Monday, No-
vember 18.

Beloved wife of the late Farley
(Carter) Childs, she was the loving
daughter of the late Dominic and
Lucy DiGioacchino and dear sister
of Dominic and James DiGioacchino
and the late Pasquale DiGioacchino
and Josephine Inserra. She also is
survived by 13 nieces and nephews
and many grand-nieces and neph-
ews. She additionally is survived by
her husband’s children, Colleen
Mullens and John Childs and his wife,
Lauri, and two beloved grandsons,
Carter and Stewart Childs.

Mrs. Childs was a member of the
order of Dominican Sisters of
Caldwell for 25 years. She later taught
at Union High School from 1970 to
1990. She had a lifelong love of learn-
ing, was an avid reader and a running
enthusiast, but most of all loved be-

ing a grandmother and vibrant aunt
to all her family.

The Funeral Mass was held on
Saturday, November 23, at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church, 1571 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. Interment was at
Kensico Cemetery in Vahalla, N.Y.
For more information or to send con-
dolences, please visit
jacobhollefuneralhome.com.

November 28, 2013

Richard Quinn, 81, Westfield Resident;
Proudly Served In U.S. Marine Corps

Richard J. Quinn, 81, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, November
23, 2013, surrounded by his loving
family.

Mr. Quinn was born in New York
City and resided in Westfield since
1968. Richard was a veteran of the
U.S. Marine Corps and served during
the Korean Conflict. He proudly be-
lieved in their motto, “Once a Marine
always a Marine.”

He is survived by his wife of 56
years, Adelaide (née Galasso), and
their two children, Marilauren Kovak
and her husband, Brian, and Richard
A. Quinn and his girlfriend, Christine

Tomchak. He also will be deeply
missed by his three beloved grand-
daughters, Tara, Christine and Megan,
along with his 12 nieces and nephews.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
yesterday, Wednesday, November 27,
2013, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Wounded
Warrior Project. To leave a message,
please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

Semper Fi Richard!
November 28, 2013

AARP Chapter Slates
Atlantic City Trip

AREA — The Rahway AARP
chapter will hold its last trip of the
year to Atlantic City’s Showboat Ca-
sino on Thursday, December 5. The
cost is $24 with a $30 cash voucher.
The bus will leave at 8:30 a.m. and
return at 6:30 p.m. To reserve a spot,
call Irene at (732) 499-7740.

Five Artists to Exhibit Work
In Group Show at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning
Tuesday, December 3, The Gallery at
the Scotch Plains Public Library will
present 5 Perspectives, a group exhi-
bition featuring the artwork of five
New Jersey women artists, each ex-
ploring her own path in the visual
arts. This exhibition will run from
December 3 through December 28,
with an opening reception given by
the artists on Saturday, December 7,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The five artists who will be fea-
tured in the show include Adrian
Giuliani of Scotch Plains, Olya

Powzaniuk of Basking Ridge, Judy
Lanfredi of Scotch Plains, Sandra
Gelman Wolf of Short Hills and
Rosalia Tignini Verdun of Roselle
Park. Each artist’s work offers a
glimpse of her perspective of the
world, capturing a thought, a mood
or scene, through the use of pastel,
painting, en plein air and collage.

The Gallery is open during regular
library hours. Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary programs are free and open to the
public. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.

Westfield ‘Y’ Concert Series
To Benefit ‘Strong Kids’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” will host a special concert
series featuring Majestic Winds, the
professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA).

The first of the concert series will
be a holiday concert on Thursday,
December 5, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
the Bauer Branch of the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 422 East Broad
Street. The ensemble will be di-
rected by Howard Toplansky, an
NJWA staff instrumental music in-
structor and conductor. Repertoire

for these events will include Broad-
way selections, jazz solos, over-
tures, waltzes, marches and many
contemporary compositions.

A donation of $12 is requested.
Funds raised at these concerts will
benefit the Westfield Area “Y”
Strong Kids Campaign. Thanks to
the Strong Kids Campaign, no one
who lives or works in Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood or Mountainside
and is experiencing a bona fide fi-
nancial hardship is turned away for
the inability to pay, whether due to
unemployment, poor health, finan-
cial issues or other circumstances.

For more information or questions
regarding the concert series, call Ma-
jestic Winds at (908) 789-9696, e-mail
njwaband@att.net or contact Janice A.
Carthens, Westfield Area “Y” Member
Services director, at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 227, or by e-mail at
jcarthens@westfieldynj.org.

Diane O’Connor, 79, Antiques Enthusiast;
Active In Community For Many Years

Diane O’Connor (“Scootie” or
“Chief” to many who knew her) died
peacefully at the Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains on Sunday,
November 24, 2013. She succumbed
to complications from Alzheimer’s
with her family at her side
when she passed. Diane
turned 79 years old in
September.

Widow of Terry
O’Connor, Mrs.
O’Connor is survived by
her six children, Jeff, Terry,
Erin, Tom, Dave and Paul,
and by 10 grandchildren,
Michael, Kate, Jeff, Liz,
Grace, Brian, Bridget,
Janie, Kelly and Keller.
An 11th grandchild is ex-
pected in December.

Born Diane Clark
Houle, she was raised in
Brainerd, Minn. and attended
Marquette University, where she met
and married Terrence Edward
O’Connor. In 1963, they moved to
Westfield, where Terry died at age 35
in 1969.

Diane later moved to Basking
Ridge, N.J., where she was active in
the community for over 30 years. She
was chairman of the Historical Soci-
ety of The Somerset Hills and an
active member of the Garden Club of
Basking Ridge, the Rosary Society
of Saint James and the Committee to
Revitalize Downtown Basking Ridge.
Wherever she lived, Diane was active
with the Roman Catholic Church,

making lifelong friendships with
priests and parishioners.

She worked as an interior designer
for a time and bought and sold an-
tiques (keeping her favorites for her
home) for Silver and Snowdrops, her

shop at the Summit An-
tique center. She was
interested in geneal-
ogy. In her youth she
aspired to be a writer.
Being highly visually
oriented, she had an
outstanding eye for
photography. In pur-
suit of her interests
Diane loved to “get in
the car and go,” tra-
versing the state and
nearby regions for de-
cades, seeking just the
right antique or image

or encounter with an interesting
stranger. She had a directness and
authentic interest in people which
allowed her to interact with almost
anyone.

Diane was buried at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield yesterday, Wednes-
day, November 27.

Donations in Diane’s memory may
be made to the Historical Society of
The Somerset Hills
(www.historicalsocietyofsomersethills.org/
donation.php); The Center for Hope
Hospice (https://centerforhope.com/
Donations.html) or to the Alzheimer’s
Association (www.alz.org/
join_the_cause_donate.asp).

November 28, 2013

Diane O’Connor

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Garwood Knights Seek
Food Drive Donations
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus are collecting
canned and dry food goods, turkeys
and hams for their holiday food drives.

Food baskets will be distributed to
needy families in Garwood and the
surrounding areas during November
and December. Donations can be
dropped off after 4 p.m. weekdays at
their Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, opposite
Pathmark. On weekends, individuals
should first call (908) 789-9809.

Parking is available behind the hall
off Willow Avenue. Visitors are asked
to use the side door entrance. Mon-
etary donations, made payable to the
Garwood K of C Food Drive, also
would be appreciated. For more in-
formation, call the Knights at (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.


