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Editor’s Note: This is the second part
of a two-part series on this year’s
Westfield election. Part one was last
week.

After the angry neighbor, the next to
arrive on the traffic light protest scene
was a disgruntled and “retired” former
Westfield police officer with what seems
to be an identity crisis as his council
behavior often swings between the good
cop and the bad cop. On one strange and
raucous occasion he managed to be both
simultaneously, as he loudly announced
he was removing himself from the coun-
cil chamber for bad behavior so as not to
inconvenience the policeman on duty.
For the record, all of the meeting may-
hem began when the Central Avenue
pedestrian crossing light became opera-
tional and long before there was any
meaningful experience or data as to how
safely it was or was not operating.

It’s not clear if the traffic light troika
has been recently joined by a better
behaved gun control advocate, but
frankly one gun she may want to be
concerned about is the one her new
buddy - the stormy good cop/bad cop-
may legally be wearing next to you and
concealing at public meetings courtesy
of a carry permit that is issued by the
state annually to retired law enforce-
ment personnel (only airports and casi-
nos are off limits). It’s Tuesday, town
council meeting night: take the gun,
leave the cannoli (eating is not allowed
in the chamber). If a private citizen is
bringing a legally concealed weapon
into a Westfield public meeting there is
no way for anyone to know. It would not
only be poor judgment, but very worri-
some behavior too. Gun control advo-
cate - what do you think?

As the reality show morphed into a
longer term psychodrama and the dis-
orderly behavior got worse, it became
necessary for Westfield police to attend
the meetings for the last two years and
serve as sergeants-at-arms. Their ser-

vices are also needed when the rancor
often spills out into the hallways and
parking lot afterwards. I learned this
the hard way when I was stalked in a
hallway and took the bait in a regret-
table exchange shortly after being
shouted down a half a dozen times
during a public meeting in which I tried
to explain (as a former participant) the
traffic light’s approval process. A shout-
down is a censorship tactic that I had
not seen once at a council meeting in
my seven years in office (2003-2009).

Shout downs, verbal abuse, charac-
ter assaults and disorderly conduct are
not unworthy of this group as they
exercise the right of any individual to
speak freely at a public meeting for 10
minutes “on any issue the town council
has jurisdiction over.” Should your child
tune into a council meeting and catch
some of these tedious antics, he or she
will recognize the behavior for what it
really is and they might be moved to ask
“don’t adults have an anti-bullying cur-
riculum too?” It is not surprising that
potential candidates might think twice
about running for office. Is this the only
reason for a short supply? Maybe not -
not when you consider the fact that only
three candidates ran for three open seats
in the board of education election, but
that was not without precedent.

If the decline in civility at town coun-
cil meetings is influencing the decline
in the number of candidates for office,
then the final hit is to a basic American
virtue: the opportunity for meaningful
choices at the polls. Clearly, we need to
be concerned about a lack of candidates
in this year’s council and school board
elections. We need to understand the
problem and work harder to create bal-
lot choices. In an election for four coun-
cil seats, two unopposed candidates in
a town of 30,000 residents is an alarm-
ing show of apathy. My hope is that in
the next cycle we prove that the 2013
ballot was an anomaly, and that more
residents will step forward for public
office just like good cop/bad cop envi-
ably did as a losing independent candi-
date in the 2011 council election. The
losing candidates in the Third and Fourth
Wards should be heartily thanked too.
They picked up their gloves, got in the
game and gave the voters an important
opportunity to choose. As for the two
uncontested races, they represented a
manner of choice too: in those elections
the Westfield Democratic Committee
chose to turn its back on the citadel of
American democracy - the town hall.

Happy Thanksgiving to
Scotch Plains Community

In wishing you a Happy Thanks-
giving, I am reminded of the spirit I
have seen and continue to see through-
out our town. I have often referred to
our township as the neighborhood
that cares, one that looks out for all its
citizens’ needs, young and senior
alike, a community made richer by
the diversity, decent character and
the heartfelt generosity of its citi-
zens. This year and always, let us take
a moment to reflect on why we come
together every fourth Thursday in
November to give thanks. As we
gather with family and friends, let us
be reminded of those who shared the
first Thanksgiving, the thankful Pil-
grims of Plymouth Colony and the
native Wampanoag tribe whose help
enabled the colonists to survive their
first harsh winter in America.

I believe President Reagan’s 1982
Thanksgiving Day proclamation best
sums up what this holiday means to
us. President Reagan said at that time,
“I have always believed that this
anointed land was set apart in an
uncommon way, that a divine plan
placed this great continent here be-
tween the oceans to be found by
people from every corner of the Earth
who had a special love of faith and
freedom. Our pioneers asked that He
would work His will in our daily lives
so America would be a land of moral-
ity, fairness, and freedom. Today we
have more to be thankful for than our
pilgrim mothers and fathers who
huddled on the edge of the New World
that first Thanksgiving Day could
ever dream.”

On this day, let us kindle our na-
tional spirit of reaching out to those
less fortunate and in need of a help-

ing hand, let us continue to give thanks
to God for the blessings of family,
friend, community and country. And
as always, let us remember those in
service to our nation, our men and
women of the armed forces, serving
at home and in distant lands protect-
ing our freedoms. Let us pray for
their safety and that they may be
reunited with their families soon.

From my family to yours, please
have a Happy Thanksgiving and to
our Jewish neighbors and friends cel-
ebrating the Festival of Lights, may
you also have a Happy Hanukkah.

May God bless you all, and may
God always bless the United States of
America.

Kevin Glover,
Mayor, Scotch Plains

Making It Happen, The Best In
The Sense of Community

I would like to publicly commend
the work of Albert Youssef, John
Cronin and most of all, John Dugan,
for all of the great work they do as the
Westfield PAL Flag Football Coordi-
nators. If you have ever been to
Tamaques Park early on a Saturday
morning from the beginning of Sep-
tember to late November, where hun-
dreds of people converge as both
participants and spectators, I would
say you would be hard pressed to find
a better sense of “community” any
place else.

And it is not just about just learn-
ing football, playing football and the

sportsmanship that goes along with it
but the more important lessons the
children learn about giving back.
During this past season, one week
there was a clothing drive, this past
week a food drive and in the middle
of the season a breast cancer aware-
ness “Powder Puff” game was even
held.

The three men I mentioned earlier
make this all happen and, I think I
speak for all the players, my fellow
coaches and the parents in saying:
Thank you!

Vince Gagliardi
Westfield

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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How to Ensure a Happy,
Safe Holiday for Your Pets

WESTFIELD — The upcoming
holiday season poses several risks for
your pets. Here are some suggestions
to help ensure a happy and safe holi-
day for all.

Pet-proof your Christmas tree by
placing breakable orna-
ments up high and making
sure your tree is secure. If
you have a curious cat or
dog, consider anchoring the
top of the tree to the wall
using a strong cord or rope.
Also, keep your pets away
from the tree stand. Many
preservatives used in the
water are potentially toxic
to your pets.

Pets, particularly cats,
love to chew and play with glittery
tinsel, ribbons and bows. If these
items are ingested, they can become
entangled in the intestinal tract. Of-
ten, surgery is required to remove
these stringy foreign bodies from your
pets.

Holiday lights and decorations
mean more electrical cords. Electro-
cution can cause anything from mi-
nor burns to more serious conditions
involving the heart and lungs. Make
sure all cords are secured and tucked
out of the way.

Keep holiday plants out of reach.
Poinsettias, holly berries and leaves,
pinecones and mistletoe can cause
problems ranging from vomiting and
diarrhea to severe intestinal condi-
tions.

Resist the temptation to give some-
one a new pet as a holiday gift. In-
stead, wrap up a collar and leash or
some pet toys and select a puppy or
kitten together after the excitement
of the holidays pass.

If you run into any of these holiday
hazards, please contact your veteri-
narian or Westfield Animal Hospital
immediately for advice on first aid
and further treatment.

Westfield Animal Hospital at 357
South Avenue, East, is a
full-service animal hospi-
tal committed to providing
personalized care for your
pets. Westfield Animal Hos-
pital also provides board-
ing services for your dogs
and cats. Call today, (908)
233-6030, and ask about
our boarding services for
the holiday season. Visit
westfieldanimal.com for
current boarding specials

and discounts.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Anthony Loomis

Courts Must Stop Obamacare’s
‘Taxation Without Representation’

President Obama’s socialized medi-
cine law has a big problem on its hands
— something much more serious than a
botched website or a broken political
promise. And while some say it’s noth-
ing more than a “technicality,” the court
case over this “glitch” is moving for-
ward even as most of the mainstream
media looks the other way.

“This is for all the marbles,” George
Mason University professor Michael S.
Greve wrote.

“This has the potential to sink
Obamacare,” Cato Institute health
policy expert Michael Cannon told The
Los Angeles Times.

The case they’re referring to is Halbig
v. Sebilius, filed in May by seven plain-
tiffs (four individuals and three compa-
nies) in U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton, D.C. At the heart of this case is a
simple question: Does the federal gov-
ernment have the right to tax and spend
$700 billion worth of health care subsi-
dies in the 34 states which declined to
create state-administered health care
exchanges under Obamacare?

Under the specific language of the
law, tax subsidies (and tax penalties) on
individuals and employers only apply
in states that created these exchanges.
It’s right there in black-and-white — as
the availability of subsidies was ex-
pressly confined to qualified plans en-
rolled “through an Exchange established
by the state.”

Obamacare makes no mention of
these subsidies being provided in fed-
eral exchanges.

At the time the law was being drafted
this wasn’t seen as a problem. The
President and his allies believed the
allure of more “free money” from Wash-
ington would be sufficient to entice
states into doing their bidding. How-
ever, when it became clear this wasn’t
happening, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice scrambled to issue a “rule” extend-
ing the subsidies to all states.

The rub? This IRS rule explicitly
contravenes the language approved by
Congress — and signed into law by
Obama himself. Not only that — to
quote from Halbig — it “(disburses)
monies from the federal treasury in
excess of the authority granted by the
Act.”

And at $700 billion, we’re talking
about the single largest instance of taxa-
tion without representation in human
history.

The legal principles involved in
Halbig are simple: If Obamacare is to
be taken at its word — then the law’s
subsidies and penalties do not apply in
two-thirds of the country. And if that’s
the case, then Obamacare is a “Dead
Law Walking” — incapable of sustain-

ing itself without hundreds of billions
of dollars in deficit spending.

So where does this case currently
stand? Last month U.S. District Court
Judge Paul Friedman issued a pair of
procedural Halbig rulings. First, he de-
nied the government’s attempt to dis-
miss the case — concluding its plain-
tiffs had standing to pursue their claim
against the IRS. Friedman also denied
the plaintiffs’ motion for injunctive re-
lief — concluding they had failed to
demonstrate irreparable harm as a re-
sult of the law’s slow-rolling imple-
mentation. Of course Judge Friedman
attributed this decision to the fact a
verdict in the case is expected prior to
the late March deadline for enrollment.

In other words there’s no irreparable
harm because Obamacare’s mandates
aren’t yet in place.

Where Judge Friedman (and higher
courts) ultimately come down on Halbig
is anybody’s guess — but if they follow
the letter of the law they must limit IRS
tax collection and Treasury disburse-
ments to those states which established
exchanges. There is simply no legal
authorization to tax and spend beyond
that.

Judge Friedman seemingly acknowl-
edged as much during oral arguments
last month – when government lawyers
tried to copy and paste definitions from
one section of Obamacare to the sec-
tion governing the subsidies and penal-
ties.

“They’re still not established by the
state,” Friedman chided.

The government’s response? That
even if states did not create exchanges,
Obamacare’s commandment that they
“shall” create them preemptively su-
persedes their refusal.

“The premise stands,” government
attorney Joel L. McElvain argued.

That’s a pretty convoluted basis on
which to impose a $700 billion tax hike.
And make no mistake, this is a tax —
something the Obama administration is
definitively admitting after several flip-
flops.

“There is no such thing as an indi-
vidual mandate,” McElvain said. “It’s a
tax.”

On every front, Obamacare has been
a disaster. The law has forced millions
of Americans to lose their coverage,
raised premiums for millions more and
prevented thousands of employers from
creating jobs our economy desperately
needs.

It’s time for the courts to put an end
to this abomination: And all they have
to stop it is simply uphold the law as it
was written.

Nathan Mehrens, President
Americans for Limited Government
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Westfield Election:
A Post-Mortem

By Sal Caruana
 Former Westfield First Ward Councilman

Letters to the Editor

Shop Local This
Holiday Season

The Holiday shopping season has
already begun and it is great to see an
increase in activity in our downtown.
Please remember to support our local
stores. For every $100 you spend in
an independently owned store, $68 is
recycled back into the community
(through payroll, taxes…). When you
shop at a national chain, $43 is re-
cycled back. Zero dollars are given
back into the community when you
buy online.

It is our local merchants that do-
nate to our schools, sports and other
charitable organizations. Let us re-
ciprocate the support. We would miss
them if they were gone.

Happy Holidays!
Kerry Mooney

Westfield


