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Shoppers Should Boycott ShopRite
Over Action Against Stop &Shop

Thanks To All for
Success of Food Drive
 At this very appropriate time of

year for offering thanks, the Westfield
Food Pantry extends a huge thank
you to the Westfield Boy Scouts and
their leaders for the very successful
food drive on November 16th. Their
hard work from start to finish – pick-
ing up, delivering and sorting hun-
dreds of bags of donated groceries
was overwhelming.

To the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts,
their leaders and the continuing gen-
erosity of the residents of Westfield,
we extend our thanks on behalf of our
neighbors in need who will have a
bountiful holiday season.

Westfield Food Pantry Volunteers

Please Don’t Even Consider
Bagging Leaves In Scotch Plains

Language In Editorial Out Of
Character for The Westfield Leader

Water Work Stopped
Due to Lack of Permits

[GARWOOD] - Mayor and Coun-
cil, I have contacted American Water
to address the projects that are going
on in the borough. Last week I dis-
covered that the water company was
not getting street opening permits
before work commenced, but were
getting them after. It is written in the
code that permits must be obtained
prior to opening a street except in the
event of an emergency, which these
projects are not.

I immediately put a stop to that and
advised the water company that they
will be shut down if a permit has not
been issued prior. They have cor-
rected this to my satisfaction. Also I
obtained the attached list of projected
work from the water company and
highlighted newly paved streets that
cannot be worked on. This has been
confirmed by [Borough] Engineer
Guarriello and the water company
will be removing them from the
schedule. I have passed this list on to
the police, fire, DPW, engineer and
water company.

I received an e-mail from a resi-
dent that had suffered significant dam-
age to her property from this project.
I contacted the water company to
find out how she can file a claim with
them and provided her with the infor-
mation and instructions. She has re-
sponded positively and I will con-
tinue to follow up with the resident.

I prepared the attached flyer and
posted it on the borough website and
Facebook page. I have also attached
that for your reference. I posted it on
the bulletin board as well.

Lastly, I have invited Michael
Bange of New Jersey American Wa-
ter to the council meeting of Decem-
ber 10, 2013 to explain the projects
and address any questions you or the
public may have. He has agreed to
attend.

Please contact me if you have any
questions regarding this matter.

Christina M. Ariemma
Garwood Administrator/Clerk

Regarding the now revealed (but
long suspected) ongoing attempt by
ShopRite to stymie the moderniza-
tion and expansion of Stop & Shop, I
have some comments and a sugges-
tion.

I believe that regardless of whether
Westfielders buy their groceries at
Stop & Shop, its improvement is
greatly in the town’s interest. Just as
having a rail connection increases
the value and attractiveness of
Westfield even to those not using the
train, a modern Stop & Shop will
provide value to Westfielders who
never set foot in the store. I also think
that most observers have found
ShopRite’s legal efforts distasteful at
minimum. When one takes into ac-
count the ongoing and projected ex-
pense of ShopRite’s actions to our
town government, feelings may well
progress beyond a mere distaste.

Fortunately, I believe a solution is
not difficult. Since the issue is, at its

root, about money, ShopRite might
quickly reconsider its position if
Westfielders indicated they were will-
ing to vote on the matter with their
pocketbook.

I ask that the publisher of The
Leader prepare a page that can be
signed and clipped indicating the
shopper’s intent to use other markets
after a particular date (say, January 1)
if ShopRite doesn’t withdraw their
objection to Stop & Shop’s plans.
These signed “coupons” can be pre-
sented to the courtesy desk on visits
to the market in the interim period.
Since I suspect Westfield provides a
large share of ShopRite’s revenue,
the threat alone may be sufficient to
achieve the goal. If not, buying our
tissues and Tropicana at Pathmark,
Kings or Stop & Shop shouldn’t be a
tremendous inconvenience.

Richard A. Sherman
Westfield

Please….Please…Please don’t
even consider the idea of bagging
leaves in Scotch Plains. I had lived in
another town that did bagging which
works in an urban setting, but not in
suburbia because we have too many
trees. The idea of filling up hundreds
of bags, especially for those with
larger tree filled lots, will undoubt-
edly send many residents to chiro-
practors.

I had an “urban” neighbor move in
a few years ago who said he was
going to bag his leaves at which I
chuckled and wished him luck. He
spent many hours longer working
before finally throwing in the towel
telling me how ridiculous it was to
bag when all the neighbors finished
their entire properties within a couple
of hours and he had just gotten a
small portion of his yard done.

A possible solution to the leaf prob-
lem is the nature of the pickup sched-
ule. Why not make it more dynamic
instead of static? A couple of years
ago the leaves had barely started fall-
ing when the first north side cleanup
was completed and after the last
pickup leaves were still falling. Post
or publish leaf cleanup with indi-
vidual street names by week instead
of zones (DPW should know how
many and which streets they can do
in a day plus have all street parking
suspended on these streets). Also,
hold home owners responsible for

letting their lawn services know when
to pile leaves on streets.

Every year I bag up nearly 10 con-
tractor bags in the weeks prior to the
first pickup and the weekend before
pickup is scheduled I empty these out
at curbside. That way I don’t have
leaf piles along the curb from Sep-
tember to the end of October when
the first pickup is scheduled. During
the scheduled pickup season, I am
constantly putting out piles leaves so
I can mow the grass and fertilize as is
the case with the majority of resi-
dents in town. If I were to wait to just
before the pickup then the weather
might be bad, the leaves would be
moldy (I’ve got allergies), and the
lawn would be killed off in spots. Just
knowing that my street will be done
by a posted work schedule is more
realistic than by zone schedules that
seem to lag by the second or third
pickups which end up creating an
unpublished fourth leaf pickup.

Please let’s not make a new gov-
ernment mandate on the residents
and just use common sense by com-
municating better with the residents.
Use the local TV, newspaper (we’ve
got an excellent one), or mailing. I
suggest a DPW report to the public
given at each town meeting would be
helpful to the town and the public.

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

As a Westfield resident and Westfield
Leader subscriber of more than 20
years, I am writing to object to the tone
and language used in parts of your
November 21, 2013 editorial, “It’s
Too Late For Us... But You Can Still
Save Yourself.” In particular, I write to
object (i) to your suggestion that those
who support the new health care law –
and you should not assume that I am
one of them – are “coming for you” in
a way analogous to how the Nazis
sought out Communists, homosexu-
als, Gypsies, and others, for the pur-
pose of mass murder, and (ii) to your
out-right name-calling, in which you
characterized supporters of the new
law as “Liberal Inane Zombies” and
“Radicalized Democrats.” Such lan-
guage is completely out of character
for this newspaper, is beneath you,
and frankly does nothing to inform the
debate. In my opinion, you owe your
readers an apology. Not for you views,
but for your language.

As I said, I am not necessarily a
supporter of this law. Nor do I be-
grudge you the right to editorialize
against it. To the contrary, if you
oppose the law, then I heartily en-
courage you to editorialize against it.
I would love to see a reasoned expla-
nation of why you believe the law is
unwise, which at least in part you
have already done, together with a
recognition of the counter-arguments
and why you believe those arguments
do not hold water, which I believe
would make your argument more ef-
fective. I have no problem with your
editorial from a week ago. But I have
a very big problem with the name-
calling in this week’s editorial.

For what it is worth, until recently,
I was of the view that nobody on
either side of the debate had enough
information to hold a strong view
about how this law would work, be-
yond a generalized view about the
proper role of government. Putting
the website aside, as you do as well,
I am still on the fence. Certainly I
understand your frustration over what
has happened to your employees, and
that is a very valid point. Personally,
I believe that President Obama must
now keep his promise that “if you
like what you have you can keep it,”
since that was an important basis
upon which the law was “sold.” One
of the reasons I am concerned about
the new law is that unlike other pro-
grams that initially had problems but
that eventually were fixed, I believe
that this law may be more difficult
than those to fix, not only for political
reasons, but because of the self-se-
lection issues involved in insurance.
Indeed, letting people keep what they
have as the President promised may

well defeat the purpose of the law,
which was to deliver affordable health
care to the uninsured.

As to your employees, as I said, I
understand your point. On the other
hand, putting President Obama’s
promise aside, there also are valid
competing concerns, which it would
be nice to see you address. For ex-
ample, yes, I understand that your
employees don’t want and don’t need
maternity or pediatric care because
they are not of child-bearing age. But
supporters of the law would say that
to make insurance more affordable
for everyone it is necessary to broaden
the risk pools, even if this creates
economic winners and losers. As-
suming that by “not of child-bearing
age” you mean your employees are
somewhat older, I presume that you
would be equally unhappy with the
opposite result: making insurance
pools more segmented, so that your
employees are stuck in a pool that
includes only older (and therefore
sicker) people. This, too, would raise
their rates, but it would lower rates
for younger people.

What is the right balance? Ever
since the creation of the income tax
this country has been re-distributing
wealth in a variety of ways; have
things now gone too far? Should we
just have left things the way they
were, with young, healthy, and poor
people forgoing insurance and then
moving a huge bill to the rest of us
when they do get sick, because their
only option is the emergency room?
These are fair questions. What is not
fair is to suggest that those who sup-
port the law have something in com-
mon with the Nazis, even if that is not
what you intended, and to engage in
ugly name-calling, which plainly you
did intend.

Brad Friedman
Westfield

Happy Thanksgiving and Wish
Well for Others That Have Not

(Westfield Leader November 23, 2006) Thanksgiv-
ing is exclusively an American holiday, commemo-
rating the journey and triumphs of our country’s first
settlers and celebrating the beginning of our melting
pot culture. Originating with the early settlers while
they were struggling to survive, Native Americans
helped and provided kindness. The strangers broke
bread together.

Most of us feel that the holiday is a personal one,
one that brings together important people in our
individual lives. Families and friends, separated by
distance, reunite and are grateful. We see our college
students who return home; visit with aunts, uncles,
moms and pops; bump into past classmates and pause
to pet the family dog an extra moment.

We give thanks for our good fortune and provide a
thought for others. This holiday reminds us of how
precious the gifts of family, friends and community
truly are.

Thanksgiving might mean an epic feast, not to be
rivaled by any other meal during the year – a smorgas-
bord of delights ranging from turkey to pumpkin pie,
and perhaps the big football game — all made espe-
cially festive by brilliant autumn hues and the start of
the holiday season.

Thanksgiving is a warm American tradition devoid
of the pressure of getting the right gift, or worse yet,
forgetting to get that gift at all. It’s hard to imagine
that the Thanksgiving national holiday was embroiled
in political controversy for more than 250 years since
its first conception in 1621 in Massachusetts. George
Washington proclaimed a National Day of Thanks-
giving in 1789, but many then were opposed to it –
feeling that the hardships of a few dozen Pilgrims did
not warrant a national holiday. Later, President Tho-
mas Jefferson scoffed at the idea of a thanksgiving
holiday. Sarah Josepha Hale of Boston, a magazine
editor, spent 40 years of her life writing and badger-
ing governors and presidents until President Abraham
Lincoln in 1863 proclaimed the last Thursday in
November as a national day of Thanksgiving. It
seemed that Mrs. Hale finally had her way.

Since Lincoln, every president supported the
Thanksgiving holiday, but the date was changed a
few times. Franklin Roosevelt changed the date twice,
first to be earlier by one week in November to create
a longer Christmas shopping season. This irritated
the public, and he changed it back. Congress final-
ized the matter in 1941 by declaring Thanksgiving a
legal holiday, taking place on the fourth Thursday in
November.

It seems now like we finally have the date right,
although our Canadian friends may not. They cel-

ebrate Thanksgiving on the first Monday of October.
Granted, winter comes early for the Canucks. At such
a busy time, with so much to prepare for, it is easy to
take for granted the privileges and opportunities
most of us experience daily as citizens of the United
States, but which are a luxury or nonexistent in many
other parts of the world. The majority of us need not
wonder how we will feed, shelter, educate or obtain
medical care for our children. We need not fear
persecution or worse because of cultural or religious
differences.

We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our
leaders. We can associate with whom we choose and
pursue our dreams as far as our ambition and hard
work will take us, regardless of our background. It
was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims cour-
age to venture across the Atlantic to begin new lives
in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled the
American colonists’ fight for independence more
than a century afterwards and inspired countless men
and women to risk their lives in defense of these
freedoms ever since.

While our society is not flawless and our lives may
not be perfect, we continue to stand tall for our
strength as a nation and for the ideals we represent.
So as you sit around your holiday table, take an extra
moment to contemplate the many things for which
we have to be grateful. Then take another moment to
remember all of those people, both here and abroad,
who face a daily battle just to survive, live with
dignity or carve out a better tomorrow for their
children. And to all our readers, and your families —
our warm wishes for a happy and healthy Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zeekoe – The hippopotamus
2. Krang – The body of a whale stripped

of its blubber
3. Philauty – A selfish regard for one-

self
4. Stoit – To stagger or stumble

PLAGUY
1. Troublesome; annoying
2. Like or consisting of flesh
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Discolored or blackened

IMPENNATE
1. Motionless; inert
2. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
3. Without feathers or wings
4. Twining about; twisting

HEGEMONIC
1. Ruling; predominant
2. Marshy; covered with water
3. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious
4. Living the life of a hermit

HEBETATION
1. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
4. The act of making dull or stupid

I viewed on TV Monday night that
there is a new website just activated
by the insurance industry,
www.gohealth.com, that has been
authorized to sell health care due to
the abysmal failure of Obamacare. It
provides cost and options before you
need to provide your personal infor-
mation and buy it.

The director of the website said he
would never provide his personal in-
formation on the Obamacare website.

I suppose the prices reflect the add-
ons of Obamacare, but at least you’ll
know. This website is funded by the
insurance industry because they are
panicking over the loss of customers.

It seems fixing the Obamacare
website is like “greasing the guillo-
tine”. Maybe this website will help
you. “It’s too late for us but you still
have time to save yourself.”

Unfortunately...

Commentary New
Health Care Website

Quotes are
not available
for NJ zip
codes. It’s
probably only
available for
states that have
their own ex-
changes.


