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Ex-Vendor Admits Paying
Bribes, Defrauding County

NEWARK – The owner of a com-
pany that sold maintenance and clean-
ing supplies last week admitted pay-
ing bribes to a Union County official
and to defrauding the county of more
than $120,000 in connection with the
purchases, U.S. Attorney Paul J.
Fishman has announced.

Richard Greer, 54, of Marlboro,
pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court
in Newark to an information charg-
ing one count of conspiracy to com-
mit mail fraud.

According to documents in this
case and statements made in court,
from 2006 to 2011, Greer owned and
operated Positive Attitude LLC, a
commercial vendor that sold, among
other products, maintenance and
cleaning supplies to Union County.
Aniello Palmieri, 57, of Toms River,
was the director of the Division of
Facilities Management for Union
County, and oversaw the purchasing
of building materials, tools, hard-
ware, janitorial supplies and other
supplies used by the various bureaus
of the division.

Greer made cash bribe payments
to Palmieri of $500 per month in
exchange for ensuring continued
Union County business for Positive
Attitude. Greer generated fictitious
invoices to Union County for many
industrial cleaning products to cover

the monies paid to Palmieri, often
including a profit for himself above
the kickback he paid to Palmieri,
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice. Positive Attitude received
$120,000 to $200,000 in fraudulent
proceeds from the fictitious invoices.
Greer used the mails to facilitate this
scheme by having Union County send
the checks in payment for these pur-
chases to his company in Marlboro.

Greer faces a maximum potential
penalty of 20 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine on the conspiracy to
commit mail fraud charge. The plea
agreement requires that Greer pay
restitution of $185,000. Greer is
scheduled to be sentenced on Mon-
day,  March 11, 2014.

According the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice, on October 2, 2013, Palmieri
and Frank Donald Vicendes III, 48,
of Berkeley Heights, a Union County
vendor, also admitted to engaging in
a similar bribery scheme and to de-
frauding Union County of more than
$120,000 in connection with sale of
supplies to Union County. Palmieri
and Vicendes entered their guilty pleas
to mail fraud in Newark federal court.
Palmieri and Vicendes face the same
penalties as Greer and are scheduled
to be sentenced on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 8, 2014, and Tuesday, January 7,
2014, respectively.

Larsen Declares Candidacy
For Congress in 7th District

REGION – David Larsen of
Tewksbury has declared his intentions
to run a Primary challenge against in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
for the third consecutive Congressional
election cycle. Mr. Larsen previously
ran in 2010 and 2012.

Mr. Larsen made his announce-
ment at a “Rally in Defense of the
Second Amendment” he hosted on
November 17 at the RTSP Range in
Randolph. Enough food was collected
to feed 80 neighbors in need this
holiday season. Combined with the
fall harvest event he hosted earlier,
Mr. Larsen has raised enough money
and collected enough food to feed
130 families. His goal is to feed 300
people this Thanksgiving.

“Neighbors helping neighbors out of
the goodness of their hearts, not faceless
Washington bureaucrats redistributing
your tax dollars in ways that you do not
approve of. This is the America our
Founders created. I am truly humbled
by the generosity of these wonderful
people. Especially during these ex-
tremely difficult economic times,” Mr.
Larsen said in a news release.

In declaring his intentions to chal-
lenge Mr. Lance, Mr. Larsen cited the
“liberal voting record of Leonard
Lance,” according to the release.

“Lance has voted to fund every
aspect of the President’s agenda, in-
cluding Obamacare despite it’s many
unconstitutional clauses and it’s fund-
ing of abortion. Now he says he will
support federal gun control legisla-

tion. Congressman Lance is a reli-
able vote that the Democrats can count
on in their drive to end constitutional
government,” Mr. Larsen declared at
his announcement.

“The Primary process presents the
people the opportunity to choose the
representative that they want, not one
the political establishment determines.
I encourage the people of the Seventh
District to become engaged in this
process and decide if they want more
of the same from Washington or if
they want a return to Constitutional
and fiscally-responsible government,”
Mr. Larsen said. “Lance’s profligate
spending has created a debt burden
that has diminished our economic
standing and imperiled our nation’s
future. I will not stand idly by and
accept Lance’s unconscionable votes
to leave such a burden to the next
generation to pay for his excesses.”

He went on, “Additionally, by re-
fusing to join the fight to defund
Obamacare, Lance ignored one of
the last opportunities to reinforce the
Constitution as a contract with the
people ensuring them limited gov-
ernment intrusion into their lives.
Because Congressman Lance decided
to join congressional Democrats, our
relationship with the government has
been changed. Perhaps, forever. Con-
gressman Lance believes that the
government should have the right to
tell you what you must buy and when.”

“As I’ve traveled the Seventh Dis-
trict and talked to the people I have
heard their disgust with Washington. I
want the people to learn more about
Congressman Lance’s voting record
and legislative history so that they may
be sure that they’re voting for the gov-
ernment they truly want. I welcome the
chance to contrast my vision of America
with the incumbent’s record of crony
capitalism, big government and un-
constitutional mandated requirements,”
Mr. Larsen proclaimed.

Mr. Larsen describes himself as a
third generation career business-
man who understands debt and that
it should only be used judiciously
to grow business, not government,
according to the news release. He is
an avid sportsman and gun owner,
is a staunch supporter of the Sec-
ond Amendment and is actively pro-
life.

Mr. Larsen said he welcomes all
campaign volunteers. Those inter-
ested should contact King Penna at
(973) 951-5910 or
king@electlarsen.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Takes Over as Chairman
Of GOP Governors Association
Fresh off his landslide reelection,

Governor Chris Christie took over
reigns last week as chairman of Re-
publican Governors Association at
their annual meeting held  at the
Phoenician Resort in Arizona. The
Star-Ledger reported that Gov.
Christie brought with him a group of
staff and advisors from Trenton in-
cluding Westfield residents Bill
Palatucci, his re-election campaign
chairman and political advisor; Mike
DuHaime, a political strategist; as well
as his campaign manager Bill Stepien;
Maria Comella, deputy chief of staff
for communications and planning, and
Cam Henderson, who runs the Hurri-
cane Sandy charity founded by New
Jersey First Lady Mary Pat Christie.

Also joining the Governor were
David Samson, chairman of the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey, and Jeff Chiesa, former New Jer-
sey Attorney General who just fin-
ished a temporary stint filling the
United States Senate seat won in Oc-
tober by Cory Booker.

Twenty-two GOP governors are
up for reelection in 2014.

Obama Approval Rating Down
To 37 Percent In CBS Poll

A new CBS News poll has shown
that President Barack Obama’s job
approval rating has plunged to 37 per-
cent, the lowest of his presidency, while
Americans’ approval of the Affordable
Care Act better known as ObamaCare
has dropped to 31 percent. That’s a 12-
pont drop in the last month.

The President’s job approval rat-
ing is down nine points from 46
percent in October while Mr.
Obama’s disapproval rating is 57
percent — the highest level for this
president in CBS News Polls, CBS
News reported.

In addition to nearly unanimous Re-
publican disapproval of ObamaCare, the
CBS poll fond now more than two-thirds
of independents now disapprove of the
law although six in 10 Democrats con-
tinue to support the law. But that number
dropped 16 points from 74 percent in
October to 58 percent in last week’s poll.

The poll was conducted November 15
to 18 among 1,010 adults nationwide.

Bob LaCosta Elected to
Head Building Officials Group
Scotch Plains Construction Offi-

cial Robert LaCosta has been
elected president of the New Jersey
Building Officials Association. Mr.
LaCosta has been employed with
the township for over 35 years. He
is the founder and past president of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recy-

cling Corporation. In addition, he
was appointed as Scotch Plains’
commissioner to the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority in Febru-
ary 2011.

Nat’l Foundation of Women
Legislators Names Allen Chair
  State Sen. Diane Allen (R-7th,

Burlington) has been named the new
chairwoman of the National Founda-
tion of Women Legislators (NFWL)
at the NFWL’s annual Capital Forum
in Washington, D.C.

Sen. Allen was joined at the con-
ference by Assembly Republicans
Alison Littell McHose (R-24th,
Sparta), Caroline Casagrande (R-
11th, Freehold), Nancy Muñoz (R-
21, Summit), and DiAnne Gove (R-
9th, Forked River).

“Sen. Allen has been a tireless ad-
vocate on behalf of women’s role in
government,” Asw. Muñoz said. “She
has encouraged many women to be-
come actively involved at all levels of
government and become leaders.”

Sen. Allen, who has served in New
Jersey’s Legislature since 1996, suc-
ceeds outgoing NFWL chair, Coun-
cilwoman Joyce Dickerson, from
South Carolina.

Senate Dems Eliminate
Filibusters on Nominations

Senate Democrats last Thursday
eliminated filibusters for most nomi-
nations by Presidents by a vote of 52-
48, thus ending a 200-year rule on
filibusters. The change in Senate rules
was made so that federal judicial nomi-
nees and executive-office appoint-
ments can proceed to confirmation
votes by a simple majority of senators,
referred to as the Nuclear Option,
rather than the 60-vote supermajority.

According to The Washington Post,
the rationale for the move was to allow the
confirmation of three picks by President
Obama to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit.
Kean Sees Enactment of People’s

Priorities Following Election
In interview with NJTV anchor Mike

Schneider aired on the November 21st
edition of “NJTV News,”Senate Re-
publican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) said that this year’s election
results should mean the enactment of
reforms to accomplish the people’s
priorities of a more affordable New
Jersey, enhanced education and job
opportunities for all, and a more ac-
countable government. Mr. Kean said
the majority of New Jerseyans voted
for Senate GOP candidates and Gover-
nor Chris Christie to finish the job on
these reforms, which have been blocked
in the past few years by the Democratic
majority.

Nancy E. Graves Elected to
Junior Achievement Board

WESTFIELD  – The Junior
Achievement of New Jersey (JANJ)
has announced that Nancy E. Graves
of Westfield has been elected to their
state Board of Directors.

Ms. Graves currently is president,

chief executive officer and board di-
rector of Pascack Community Bank
and Pascack Community Bancorp,
Inc. and brings over 30 years of bank-
ing experience with her to the bank.

 “I am honored to join the Junior
Achievement State Board of Directors.
I look forward to serving with this very
distinguished board and to bringing the
outstanding JA programs to our com-
munities.” Ms. Graves stated.

Prior to joining Pascack Commu-
nity Bank, Ms. Graves served in New
Jersey Governor Chris Christie’s ad-
ministration for three years as assis-
tant division director of the Depart-
ment of Banking and Insurance where
she oversaw the supervision and regu-
lation of over 80 state-chartered finan-
cial institutions. In her official capac-
ity, she served as a member of the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security,
Financial Sector Working Group and
the EDA Board, Loan and Audit Com-
mittees.

Prior to her appointment, Ms.
Graves held executive level manage-
ment positions at several community
banks in New Jersey and Missouri.
Ms. Graves is a founding director of
the Coalition for Children, which
provides training for children, par-
ents and teachers to raise awareness
and prevent abduction, abuse and
bullying. She has two daughters and
currently resides in Westfield.

Passport Pictures
Cut to $5 for December

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Clerk’s office in Westfield is offering a
special incentive for residents to apply
for a Passport during December: the
cost of each Passport photograph will
be reduced to $5. U.S. citizens must
present a valid Passport book when
entering or re-entering the United States
by air. Information about the cost and
how to apply for a Passport book and/
or Passport card is available at
travel.state.gov. U.S. citizens may also
obtain Passport information by phone,
in English and Spanish, by calling the
National Passport Information Center
toll-free at 1-877-487-2778.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the Colleen Fraser Build-
ing at 300 North Avenue East in
Westfield. Applications also can be
found online at: ucnj.org/Passports.
Hours are  8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., T
uesday and Thursday; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The phone number is (908) 654-9859.

The Hope Chest 

Christmas Month!! 

 
Starting 

Monday, December 2
nd 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Toys!!   Gifts!!  Decorations!! 

Clothing!!  Jewelry!! 

 

Come join the fun and do your holiday 

shopping with us!! 

 

The Hope Chest Thrift Store, offering new and gently used items, is 

located at 26 Prospect Street, Westfield 

All proceeds directly benefit the Center for Hope Hospice 

and Palliative Care  in Scotch Plains 

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

SCOTCH PLAINS INTERNAL MEDICINE

(908) 233-9020
2253 South Ave. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

YOUR MEDICAL NEEDS
We would like to welcome Dr. Nala, formerly 
a medical educator at Muhlenberg Medical
Center to Scotch Plains Internal Medicine.

Dr. Nala has taken over Dr. Paul Lewinter’s 
office who was in practice for over 50 yrs. 

We are accepting new patients, 
and would be happy to provide 

your total family medical needs. 

We also accept 
most insurances. 

Panel OKs Bill on
Boil Water Notices

TRENTON – The state Assembly
Environment Committee released the
legislation on Monday to require pub-
lic water systems to provide prompt
public notice when a boil water no-
tice is in effect. The measure will now
go to the Assembly Speaker for fur-
ther consideration.

Under the bill (A-1205), the owner/
operator of the public water system
would be required to notify the pub-
lic of the boil water notice as soon as
possible, but in no case later than 24
hours after the public water system
learns of the emergency or other con-
dition.

Customers would be asked to iden-
tify their preference for receiving a
boil water notice via telephone, e-
mail, or text message.

The bill would go into effect 90
days after enacted. The bill is spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) and
Assemblyman John F. McKeon (D-
27, West Orange).

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


