
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, November 28, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Effect.” The band is under the di-
rection of Durand Thomas, assisted
by John Gillick, Jr. and Charles
Jackson. Others accredited for their
efforts included Allison Baier, Kyle
Boyle and Christopher DeCarlo.
Color Guard Director Jackie
Tumolo was honored as well as
Giana Yiantselist and Ashley
Castore.

Drum Majors Panaylotis
Dimopoulos, Angelo Chaia and
Emily Fidlow also were recognized,
as was Band President Michael
Lange.

The Marching and Mallet Per-
cussion Captains Isaiah Jimenez-
Mackon, Harry Smith, Kelly
Ruggieri, Ross Mulcahy and Natalie
Rothweiler also were congratulated.
In addition, Color Guard Captains
Amber Chabus, Jenny Mintz, Emily
Williamson and Liz Gelling were
thanked.

All members of the board as well
as Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes congratulated the band
and thanked members for their hard
work and efforts made in prepara-
tion before the season and during
the season.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, De-
cember 12, at 7:30 p.m. in the ad-
ministration building at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

A TOAST TO WESTFIELD...Peter Vogt posted the Westfield High School, Class
of 1959,  documentary, "It Was Quite a Time," to YouTube. For those interested
in a look at what Westfield was and is,  e-mail  petervogt@vogtproductions.com
for the link.
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David B. Corbin (1st 2 photos) and Fred K. Lecomte (right photo) for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANKSGIVING DAY BLASTS FROM THE PAST…On left, Raider Kyle Baker, No. 20, gained 138 yards in a 28-0 victory over Union on Thanksgiving Day 2001. The middle photo showed the Raiders’ “Wild Dog” defense featuring Marc Fabiano,
No. 78, hounding the Elizabeth quarterback in a 33-6 SPF victory at Williams Field on Thanksgiving Day in 2002. The right photo shows fullback Marcus Green, No. 21 blasting throught the Elizabeth Minutemen defense on Thanksgiving Day 2007.

tremely thankful nobody was hurt.”
Mark Spivey, a spokesman for the

Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
confirmed that 10 shots in total were
fired by both the police and
Antonucci.

“The entire matter remains under
investigation and additional charges
are possible,” Mr. Spivey said.

Antonucci, who is being held at the
Union County jail on $500,000 bail,
has been charged with four counts of
aggravated assault for each of the
five law enforcement officers who
were fired upon, plus three counts of
resisting arrest and possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose, ac-
cording to the prosecutor’s office.
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LaCosta Elected President
Of NJ Building Inspectors

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Novem-
ber 23, Bob LaCosta, building inspec-
tor for the Township of Scotch Plains
was elected as president of the New
Jersey Building Inspectors Associa-
tion (NJBIA) and was sworn in as
president by Steve Jones, president of
the NJBIA.  As president, Mr. LaCosta
will represent 1,500 building inspec-
tors thoughtout New Jersey.

Mr. LaCosta has over 35 years of
experience in code enforcement; in
addition he has spent 30 years as an
NJBIA executive board member. Mr.
LaCosta serves as the vice-chairman
of the building sub-code committee,
is a member of the New Jersey League
of Municipalities  Land Use Commit-
tee, and the New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs (DCA) Peer
Review panel. He also chairs the leg-
islative committee for New Jersey
Building Officials Association, Inc.,

(NJBOA) and has been responsible
for legislative changes as it affects the
building code community.

Also, Mr. LaCosta has been
awarded Inspector of the Year, as
well as several NJBOA presidents’
awards. He has worked for Scotch
Plains as the chief code official for
over 35 years with many other ac-
complishments in land use recogni-
tion, serving on the planning board
for 30 years and as advisor to the
board of adjustment. He has served
on numerous committees for the
township most recently the 10th an-
niversary of 9-11 memorials and was
a driving force in the recently dedi-
cated Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

He is married to his wife, Maureen,
and has three grown sons, and a grand-
daughter, Charlotte. He has grown up
and lived in Scotch Plains his entire
life.

GW Police Chief Offers
Storm Readiness Update

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Police Chief Bruce
Underhill told borough council mem-
bers Tuesday that the municipality is
as prepared as it can be for another
Hurricane Sandy or Irene. Both
storms knocked out power for days.

The briefing came more than a
year after Sandy hit, knocking out
power to half the borough.

Chief Underhill said in the work
session that the department is putting
the “finishing touches” on installing
an updated generator for borough
hall. A generator was purchased for
the underpass pumps and two small
ones were bought for the streetlights
on South Avenue and a third as a
spare.

Because North Avenue is a state-
maintained road (Route 28), the bor-
ough is prohibited from doing any-
thing to the lights. A grant was used
to purchase the generators. The de-
partment also has a new website,
several radios and a new Chevy Tahoe
that can tow a trailer of equipment.

“I think we’re in pretty good shape
at this point,” the police chief said.

Council members pressed Chief
Underhill about the lack of commu-
nication from PSE&G concerning
power outages and estimated times
of repair, a situation that left many
residents frustrated.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at one
point PSE&G told her service had
been restored even though residents
were still without power. She said she
spent hours on the phone with the
governor’s office, PSE&G and Union
County.

She said one of the issues is that
Garwood is so small, “we’re kind
of lost in the shuffle” and that ser-
vice comes in from several differ-
ent areas.

“So they couldn’t really even give
me an accurate idea of when they
were going to come and make re-
pairs, how many people we have
out, how many people have service
and what to expect,” she said. “That’s
why we had service go up and down
repeatedly in various parts of town.”

Chief Underhill agreed that com-
munication could be better but sug-
gested PSE&G was hampered by
its rather harried and probably hap-
hazard repairs in Cranford a year
before with Hurricane Irene. He
said the utility was inundated with
calls and did the best it could.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt said
he understood but, “there has to be
a way that they are able to figure out
what line, what service provides
this area. During the last storm, we
all heard it: ‘Oh, you’re going to be
on next Tuesday.’”

He also pressed the borough to
make people aware of the services
that are available when the power
goes out because of a storm, such as
portable electronic device charging
stations and shelters.

Chief Underhill said the borough
is still low in terms of manpower,
but that all of the police officers
came in for the hurricanes and the
nor’easter that hit the borough in
October 2011. He believes the
borough’s basic needs are in place
for another storm, but has a “wish
list,” such as an auxiliary mobile
command center. Garwood had to
use Westfield’s recently when bor-
ough hall was being rewired for the
new generator.

In other meeting news, council
members tabled a resolution, with a
4-2 vote, urging the New Jersey
State Legislature to prohibit pay-
ment to public employees upon re-

tirement for certain unused sick
leave. The bill was introduced in
May 2012 but was never brought to
the floor.

“Sick days should be for occa-
sionally when you’re sick,” said
Councilman Jim Mathieu, who pro-
posed the resolution. “I just took a
new job, and I don’t get sick days.
I get occasional illness days and
they don’t carry over from year to
year.”

Mr. Nierstedt said he supported
the measure but wanted to link the
resolution to urging the State Leg-
islature to also pass a measure re-
quiring the private sector provide
sick time.

Council President Sara Todisco
voiced support for both, but sug-
gested delaying a vote to consider
Mr. Nierstedt’s amendment. Coun-
cilwoman Ann Palmer said she sup-
ported both Mr. Mathieu’s and Mr.
Nierstedt’s proposals in principle,
but would vote against Mr.
Nierstedt’s resolution because it was
a “bigger-than-Garwood” issue.

“I would support it privately by
writing my legislators but not by
voting on it here as a council per-
son,” she said.

Mr. Nierstedt then motioned to
delay the vote, where Ms. Palmer
joined Mr. Mathieu in voting against
it.

According to the resolution,
Garwood’s 2013 municipal budget
indicates that the borough has
$191,639 of accrued, but unused,
days of employee absences. The
issue was highlighted earlier this
year by the retirement of Police
Captain James Pipala, who received
about $90,000, some of it unused
sick time.

Council members voted 5 to 1 to
pay $6,500 to Hatch Mott
MacDonald for observation and
documentation of soil removal at
the Athletic Field Complex. Mr.
Mathieu voted no, saying the con-
tractor decided to add the work and
cost without prior council approval.
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said this was an emer-
gency situation and that time was of
the essence.

Mr. Mathieu said Ms. Ariemma
took reasonable action, but he did
not want to set a precedent.

“We don’t function that way, and
I am just very worried – again, I’m
always worried about precedence.
I’m just very worried that if we
bless this, what is the next thing
that comes?

“So it’s really not so much the
cost of it,” he added. “I just really
think that we really need to be stick-
lers with the proposals and how
these things get approved.”

WF BOE Approves
Curriculum Changes

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) at its
meeting Tuesday approved changes
to the curriculum and to the dates of
spring break and graduation, and
accepted a financial gift for Edison
Intermediate School from the
Westfield Coalition for the Arts.
The BOE also deferred two presen-
tations until its Tuesday, December
10 meeting.

During the meeting, two major
schedule changes were approved
on first reading for the 2014-2015
school year. Board member
Gretchan Ohlig, chairperson of the
policy committee, asked the board
to approve a spring break that fol-
lows the Easter holiday instead of
occurring before it. She also asked
the board to approve moving gradu-
ation from a Monday evening to
Tuesday evening, one day later. The
board approved both changes.

The board approved on first read-
ing changes to the curricula pre-
sented by BOE Vice-President
Rosanne Kurstedt. She said that in
the Social Studies Department, Psy-
chology through Film and Litera-
ture is new and Personal Financial
Literacy (2.5 credits) is now state
mandated, after the financial col-
lapse in 2008.

Board member Mark Friedman
asked who would teach the finance
course. Ms. Kurstedt said teachers
from several disciplines, including
mathematics, economics and soci-
ology, would be considered. She
also said that Spanish would be
introduced in the third grade (18
hours) and the hours of the subject
would double in fourth grade (36
hours). She said the professional
learning community, which is made
up of all elementary language teach-
ers, would confer on the progress
of the program. Ms. Kurstedt said
the high-school students are happy
with the Italian courses, which in-
clude Italian III, Italian III Honors
and Italian IV Honors.

Mr. Friedman, who is chairman
of the finance committee, asked the
board to accept a gift of $6,735
from the Westfield Coalition for the
Arts for use by Edison Intermediate
School for the purchase of 10 new

cellos. He also asked the board to
approve awarding a contract to
Brown and Brown Metro of Florham
Park, as the broker for all employee
benefit plans, replacing the previ-
ous designators, as of Sunday, De-
cember 1. The BOE approved both.

The presentations that were de-
ferred were to be given by Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
on Genesis, an online program
where students and parents can view
the student’s progress, and by As-
sistant Superintendent of Special
Services Michael Weissman on spe-
cial services.

Board members Ann Ormsby
Cary, Ginnie Leiz, Mitch Slater and
Brendan Galligan were not present
at the meeting.

The next meeting of the BOE will
be held on Tuesday, December 10,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Administration
Building, located at 302 Elm Street.
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it would cost $175,000 to make the
courts functional. Following the es-
timate, a problem with drainage de-
veloped at the courts. “During warm
weather, they become mosquito
breeding ponds,” he said.

Mr. Budiansky explained that
Fanwood’s Department of Public
Works (DPW) has been unable to
determine where the courts drain
to. The next option would be to
excavate the courts and pull out the
pipe, which would leave an un-
sightly and unusable court-area.

Recreation Commission Chair-
woman Joe Valente asked whether
replacing the courts might be best.
“I think there’s way too many [ten-
nis courts] for the size of our town,”
he observed. He also mentioned the
high percentage of youth in the
borough’s population and suggested
that the space could be used to serve
families with children.

Commissioner Joanna Budries,
an avid tennis player, said the courts
at LaGrande Park, while “decent,”
will also need repair soon and
opined that a professional tennis
repair company should do that work.
The commissioners decided to con-
sider both sets of tennis courts in
tandem, and Ms. Budries volun-
teered to be the point person for
researching repair companies and

County to Appeal Tax Bill
For Galloping Hill Facility

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders took
action Tuesday to authorize the
county manager to pay taxes of
$69,341 to the Borough of
Kenilworth for Galloping Hill Golf
Course, which is located in both
Kenilworth and Union.

County Counsel Robert Barry ex-
plained the borough’s tax assessor
assessed the amount for the new
clubhouse/banquet facility, which
opened earlier this year. He said the
tax assessor determined that “the
utilization, primarily the leasing of
the space (within the clubhouse) to the
New Jersey Golf Association and the
use of the banquet facility basically
constitutes a taxable item and takes it
out of the exemption status for public
facilities.”

He said the “added tax assessment,”
as it is defined by law, represents seven
months of the property’s annual as-
sessment.

“One of the requirements under the
law is that if you are going to appeal an
assessment you must pay the tax
upfront. So the recommendation here
is that we pay,” Mr. Barry said. “We
have until next week to file our appeal.
It would be my recommendation; I
don’t believe it requires any action by
the board at this point, but we would
be filing an appeal no later than next
Monday and hopefully have a discus-
sion in executive session next Thurs-
day (December 5).”

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
tioned whether if the county loses
tax exempt status that it would

change the tax exempt status of gen-
eral obligation bonds the county is-
sued for construction of the facility.
He also asked if Union Township
would take similar action.

Mr. Barry said he “has no idea
what Union Township may be think-
ing relative to taxation.” He said the
clubhouse is located on a subdi-
vided property that is located “ex-
clusively in the Borough of
Kenilworth.”

He said it was his understanding
that the tax exemption on tax ex-
empt bonds, “is for the benefit of the
investors and I do not believe would
have any impact on the exempt sta-
tus of the bonds themselves.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved resolutions for settlements
of litigation referred to as Grandview
Waterproofing, Inc. and DuMont
Mechanical versus Chanree Con-
struction Co. Mr. Barry said the
county is a defendant in the Dumont
case, noting that the county was
served with a mechanic’s lien in the
case for $49,268. He said once the
mechanic’s lien was received by the
county, Union County was prohib-
ited from making the payment until
the contractor, Chanree, and sub-
contractor, DuMont, settled the liti-
gation. He said the county does not
dispute the DuMont bill as it was
for services rendered.

Mr. Barry said the county also
received a mechanic’s lien relative
to Chanree Construction from
Grandview Waterproofing, a sub-
contractor. He said the county had
to wait until that litigation was paid
to pay the $15,000 it owed Chanree.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Rec.
costs. By February 2014 the com-
missioners hope to have a plan for
the courts and to present the bor-
ough council with any necessary
capital requests.

Lastly, the commissioners dis-
cussed what to do about Fanwood’s
recently re-asphalted ice skating
rink. The repaired rink generated
much community excitement last
year, but the ice only froze once
during the winter season. A grant to
paint the rink with a reflective coat-
ing might encourage freezing, but
would cost the commission $18,000
in matching funds.

Commissioner Neil Pierce looked
into the cost of purchasing a liner
for the rink instead. Mr. Pierce was
not present at the meeting, but re-
viewing an e-mail he sent about his
findings, the commissioners con-
cluded that purchasing a liner, while
cheaper than painting the rink,
would be problematic. At best it
would provide a temporary fix, at
worst it could become a safety haz-
ard by making the ice uneven, or
forming a tripping danger where it
overlapped the rink’s edges. The
commission will continue to ex-
plore ice skating rink solutions at
the next meeting, which will take
place on Tuesday, December 17 at
Forest Road Park.

Road in recent years. And Mr.
DeLisi said he would be amenable
to screening the new driveways from
adjacent properties. He also said he
plans to meet with the dozen or so
neighbors living adjacent to his prop-
erty to brief them on his plans.

The board seemed most amenable
to the two driveways being situated
on the southwest edge of the property
primarily because they would run
alongside the rear yards of four homes
that front Ashbrook Drive. Situating
the driveways along the opposite side
of the DeLisi property would mean
they would run alongside the side
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Scotch Plains Planning Bd.
yard of the adjacent property. The lot
where Mr. DeLisi’s residence is lo-
cated would be about 56,000 square
feet in size while the two newly-
created lots to the rear would both be
about 55,000 square feet in size.

Board Chairman John Thompson
cautioned that “there are a number of
things” in the township’s master plan
that argue against the creation of flag
lots. The sentiments of Mr. DeLisi’s
neighbors, he said, “will weigh
heavily” in the board’s eventual con-
sideration of a formal application,
which will likely come before it in
2014.

Wishing You a
Happy

Thanksgiving
from

The Westfield Leader


