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Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDOFF…Fanwood police were called to a residential property on Locust
Avenue on a report of shots being fired shortly after 11 p.m. Friday and
encountered John Antonucci, according to Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo.
Antonucci was seen standing in a window brandishing a weapon, and was taken
into custody shortly before 7 a.m. Saturday.

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAMING PERFORMERS…Performers from “Theater to All,” who are all
students at St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains, perform a song from their
upcoming production of Bugsy Malone in front of Fanwood Bagels on Saturday
morning. They group is raising money for “Charity Starts at Home” food bank.

BOE Congratulates Band
For Winning Competition

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In front of a
standing-room-only crowd, mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education honored the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Marching Band at
the beginning of the regular meet-
ing held last Thursday evening.

Because of the size of the crowd,
the resolution was read in the audi-
torium of Evergreen Elementary
School, which is just a few feet
from where the meeting usually
takes place.

According to the resolution the
marching band came in first place
in the U.S. Scholastic Band Asso-
ciation Group 6A State Competi-
tion. The band’s fall competitive
season, described as “epic” by mem-

bers of the board of education, in-
cluded such works as Walt Disney’s
“When you Wish Upon a Star;”
Gustav Holst’s “Mars” and Samuel
Hazo’s “A Sky is Waiting,” among
others. The program was entitled
“Beyond the Clouds.”

The Raider Marching Band con-
sists of 184 members. The march-
ing band won its first-place title in
competitions across the state dur-
ing the fall season. The band also
won the special Captain Awards for
Best Music, Best Color Guard and
Best Effect.

In addition, the marching band
placed third at the U.S. Band Na-
tionals competition held at the Met
Life Stadium on November 9. At
this competition the band once again
won the Captain Award for “Best

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Council Adopts
‘Complete Streets’ Resolution

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council discussed how to make
the town’s streets safer for pedestri-
ans and cyclists and approved a reso-
lution to adopt the traffic-calming
scheme “Complete Streets.” The gov-
erning body also answered questions
about the town’s Mobile Command
Center at it meeting on Tuesday night.

Westfield council members com-
mitted themselves to making the
town’s streets safer for pedestrians
and cyclists using guidelines set forth
in “Complete Streets.”

Complete Streets is used by more
than 60 districts in New Jersey.
Westfield resident Lisa Braddock, a
mother of two, called on the council to
adopt the same principles. “I am not
saying that Westfield is doing a bad
job, but they can do more,” she said.

Ms. Braddock explained that
Complete Streets, which has already
been adopted by Cranford, Chatham,
Montclair, New Providence and
Morristown, asks planning authori-
ties to commit to making new roads
safer and improving existing roads.

This includes such measures as
narrower lanes to slow traffic and
cycle lanes to make the roads safe
for everyone.

Ms. Braddock said she had be-
come concerned about road safety
in Westfield following three very
serious accidents involving pedes-
trians and cyclists earlier this year.

An industrial engineer, she offered
her services on a voluntary basis to
help the council implement Com-
plete Streets recommendations.

Ms. Braddock hopes to organize
sessions to explain Complete Streets
to the public at meetings to be held
at the Westfield Memorial Library
and in schools.

The council then approved a reso-
lution to support the Complete
Streets policy.

Westfield resident Greg Kasko
asked the council about the recent
loan of the Westfield Mobile Com-
mand Center, which cost Westfield a
quarter of a million dollars, to the
Garwood Police Department in or-
der to keep the police department
running during installation of a
standby generator.

“I applaud this town for helping
out other towns, but are we being
compensated when the mobile com-
mand center goes elsewhere? Have
police officers put in claims for over-
time when it goes out of town? Who
pays for the gas?,” Mr. Kasko asked.

One of the functions of the mobile
command center is to act as a backup
generator for Westfield’s Police
headquarters if the town loses power
as it did following last year’s Hurri-
cane Sandy.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said he
would investigate if Westfield tax-
payers are footing the bill when the
mobile command center is used by
other towns.

FW Man Arrested After Standoff
With Police; Bail Set at $500,000

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Neighbors were
alarmed to hear gunshots being fired
at a Fanwood residence on Locust
Avenue late Friday evening.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office said a man, identified as John
Antonucci, 49, of 59 Locust Avenue,
was taken into custody after seven
hours of negotiations.

When Fanwood police arrived at
the scene around 11 p.m., Antonucci
began yelling at them from inside the
home while brandishing a gun. Ap-
proximately an hour later, Antonucci
began firing shots with a rifle, and the

police returned fire.
The Fanwood Police Department –

assisted by the Union County SWAT
unit, Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Union County Police Depart-
ment, Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management, NJ Transit Po-
lice, the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment and the Westfield Police De-
partment – blocked off the street, and
told people in neighboring houses to
stay inside, and to go to their base-
ments.

The emergency responders negoti-
ated with Antonucci through the night
and early morning, before apprehend-
ing the suspect at about 7 a.m. on

Saturday with a flash bang that emit-
ted a loud boom, heard for miles.

“We deployed an explosive device
to incapacitate him – a percussion
grenade to startle and disorient him,
while he was outside on the deck,”
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “That’s when the SWAT mem-
bers were able to take him into cus-
tody – he did resist.”

“The Union County SWAT unit
played a vital role at the scene of the
crime – they are second-to-none and
an amazing team,” Chief Trigo said.

Train service on the Raritan Valley
Line was suspended in both direc-
tions due to the gunfire from the
home, the property of which backs
onto the train tracks.

“We are on the other side of the
tracks from the house and could see
the lights at night,” a neighbor, who
wished to remain anonymous, told
The Times. “(When) we woke up, we
couldn’t believe it was still going on.
We heard a boom and then my hus-
band said he saw a puff of smoke
coming from the house.”

While no humans were hurt
throughout the ordeal, in a disturbing
twist, Chief Trigo confirmed that two
dogs were reportedly found shot dead
at the scene when authorities arrived.
In addition, a neighbor suffering from
anxiety was taken to a local hospital
for observation as a precautionary
measure.

According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, investigators
obtained a state Superior Court search
warrant for the home, after which
more than a dozen assorted firearms
were recovered. The weapons later
were found to have been registered to
Antonucci.

“The police were brilliant on every
level,” said Scott Brelinsky, who lives
four homes away from the scene of
the crime. “[The incident]was appar-
ently a domestic disturbance that
ended up with (Antonucci) killing
his girlfriend’s dogs. Police arrived
and he fired on (them)… probably 10
to 12 shots were fired with a second
exchange. I believe he was shooting
a military grade assault rifle at police.
[It] was a horrible scene – I am ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Planning Board Ponders
Flag Lots On Cooper Road

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board this week provided in-
formal input on a resident’s plans to
subdivide his property into three
lots, two of which would be desig-
nated as so-called flag lots.

Vince DeLisi, whose Cooper
Road lot that includes his residence
extends nearly 800 feet back,
briefed the board on Monday about
his plan to split the 214-foot-wide
lot into three nearly equal parcels
and then, he hopes, sell the two lots
at the rear to a developer. Those two
lots would be accessed via side-by-
side, 13-foot-wide driveways ex-
tending from Cooper Road and run-
ning alongside either the northeast
or southwest side of his property.
The configuration would then cre-
ate two flag lots — named because
the extended driveway along one
side connecting to a square-shaped
lot is shaped similar to a flag atop a

flagpole — and require approval
from the planning board.

Township zoning ordinances cur-
rently forbid the creation of flag
lots because, as board member Rob-
ert LaCosta, the township’s zoning
officer, explained on Monday, on
oversized lots located in zones
where a subdivision could result in
several smaller lots being created,
there arose situations in the past

where four, five or six flag lots
were stacked, one behind the other,
creating what Mr. LaCosta called a
“ladder effect.” That was not the
intention of the flag lot when they
were permitted up until about 10
years ago.

Mr. DeLisi’s attorney, Lawrence
Woodruff, pointed out that the board
has approved flag lots on Cooper

NEWLY INSTALLED... On November 23, Bob LaCosta, building inspector for
the Township of Scotch Plains, was elected as president of the New Jersey
Building Inspectors Association (NJBIA). Pictured, outgoing NJBIA President
James Zaconni, left, presents  Mr. LaCosta with the gavel. See story on page 10.
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Fw Rec. Panel Discusses
Skatepark, Courts, Rink

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Tuesday
night’s meeting of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, Mayor
Colleen Mahr stopped by to thank
the commissioners for their thor-
ough research and presentation re-
garding a potential skateboard park
in Fanwood. The commission dis-
cussed next steps on that project, as
well as various ways to address the
borough’s slow-freezing ice skat-
ing rink and to maintain or upgrade
tennis courts at Forest Road Park
and LaGrande Park.

Having recently received ap-
proval from borough council to
begin designing a community skate-
board park for Forest Road Park,
the recreation commissioners con-
sidered how to initiate the design
process. Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky reported that he has been
in touch with two companies who
specifically design skateboard
parks, Spohn Ranch Skateparks and
American Ramp Company (ARC.)
The commission also wants to in-

corporate design input from local
skaters and the surrounding com-
munity.

The commissioners agreed that
the first order of importance would
be investigating site security issues.
Because the skateboard park de-
signers principally provide ramps
and not the 10-foot, internally-lock-
ing fence that the commissioners
envision, Mayor Mahr offered to
begin the process by speaking to
T&M Associates, the borough’s
engineering firm. She will ask T&M
to investigate fencing and security
measures, and may invite them to
provide project management later
on. Meanwhile, the recreation com-
missioners will contact the skate-
boarders who have already advo-
cated for the park at town meetings,
and will seek out other skaters and
community members who wish to
comment on the park’s design.

Mr. Budiansky next raised the
matter of the Forest Road Park ten-
nis courts. He said that, two years
ago, T&M Associates estimated that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


