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Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone, from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
STANDOFF…Fanwood police were called to a residential property on Locust
Avenue on a report of shots being fired shortly after 11 p.m. Friday and
encountered John Antonucci, according to Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo.
Antonucci was seen standing in a window brandishing a weapon, and was taken
into custody shortly before 7 a.m. Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Thomas C. Bigosinski
FEEDING THE HUNGRY...Players, coaches and parents of the Westfield PAL
"B" Team volunteered at the Agape Community Kitchen in Elizabeth on  Novem-
ber 20. It was a rewarding experience and a good lesson before Thanksgiving, as the
boys cooked and served hot meals to 250 hungry people in the surrounding
community.  Pictured, from left to right, are: Matt Loftus, Joel Guzman, Andrew
Caminiti, Tucker Siegel, Brendan Loder, Coach Tony Catanzaro, Anthony Iacoponi,
George Burke, Timmy Miller, Ethan Wolfe, Aidan Gilman, Theo Schoenfeld, Mike
Fuccillo, Luke Bigosinski and MJ Catanzaro.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PERFECT SCORE...The Garwood Board of Education (BOE) presented award
certificates at the BOE’s November 19 meeting to those students achieving a
perfect score of 300 on the NJASK tests taken in the spring.

Westfield Council Adopts
‘Complete Streets’ Resolution

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council discussed how to
make the town’s streets safer for
pedestrians and cyclists and ap-
proved a resolution to adopt the
traffic-calming scheme “Complete
Streets.” The governing body also
answered questions about the
town’s Mobile Command Center at
it meeting on Tuesday night.

Westfield council members com-
mitted themselves to making the
town’s streets safer for pedestrians
and cyclists using guidelines set
forth in “Complete Streets.”

Complete Streets is used by more

than 60 municipalities in New Jer-
sey. Westfield resident Lisa
Braddock, a mother of two, called
on the council to adopt the same
principles. “I am not saying that
Westfield is doing a bad job, but
they can do more,” she said.

Ms. Braddock explained that
Complete Streets, which has already
been adopted by Cranford,
Chatham, Montclair, New Provi-
dence and Morristown, asks plan-
ning authorities to commit to mak-
ing new roads safer and improving
existing roads.

This includes such measures as
narrower lanes to slow traffic and
cycle lanes to make the roads safe

for everyone.
Ms. Braddock said she had be-

come concerned about road safety
in Westfield following three very
serious accidents involving pedes-
trians and cyclists earlier this year.
An industrial engineer, she offered
her services on a voluntary basis to
help the council implement Com-
plete Streets recommendations.

Ms. Braddock hopes to organize
sessions to explain Complete Streets
to the public at meetings to be held
at the Westfield Memorial Library
and in schools.

The council then approved a reso-
lution to support the Complete
Streets policy.

Westfield resident Greg Kasko
asked the council about the recent
loan of the Westfield Mobile Com-
mand Center, which Westfield pur-
chased for a quarter of a million
dollars, to the Garwood Police De-
partment in order to keep the police
department running during instal-
lation of a standby generator.

“I applaud this town for helping
out other towns, but are we being
compensated when the mobile com-
mand center goes elsewhere? Have
police officers put in claims for
overtime when it goes out of town?
Who pays for the gas?,” Mr. Kasko
asked.

One of the functions of the mo-
bile command center is to act as a
backup generator for Westfield’s
Police headquarters if the town loses
power as it did following last year’s
Hurricane Sandy. Equipped with four
work stations, the mobile command
center has the ability to be pro-
grammed with all of the radio, phone
and computer systems, including 9-
1-1, that are required to run the police
department.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said he
would investigate if Westfield tax-
payers are footing the bill when the
mobile command center is used by
other towns.

FW Man Arrested After Standoff
With Police; Bail Set at $500,000

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Wesrfield Leader

FANWOOD — Neighbors were
alarmed to hear gunshots being fired
at a Fanwood residence on Locust
Avenue late Friday evening.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office said a man, identified as John
Antonucci, 49, of 59 Locust Avenue,
was taken into custody after seven
hours of negotiations.

When Fanwood police arrived at
the scene around 11 p.m., Antonucci
began yelling at them from inside the
home while brandishing a gun. Ap-
proximately an hour later, Antonucci
began firing shots with a rifle, and the
police returned fire.

The Fanwood Police Department –

assisted by the Union County SWAT
unit, Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Union County Police Depart-
ment, Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management, NJ Transit Po-
lice, the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment and the Westfield Police De-
partment – blocked off the street, and
told people in neighboring houses to
stay inside, and to go to their base-
ments.

The emergency responders negoti-
ated with Antonucci through the night
and early morning, before apprehend-
ing the suspect at about 7 a.m. on
Saturday with a flash bang that emit-
ted a loud boom, heard for miles.

“We deployed an explosive device
to incapacitate him – a percussion
grenade to startle and disorient him,
while he was outside on the deck,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Planning Board Ponders
Flag Lots On Cooper Road

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board this week provided in-
formal input on a resident’s plans to
subdivide his property into three
lots, two of which would be desig-
nated as so-called flag lots.

Vince DeLisi, whose Cooper
Road lot that includes his residence
extends nearly 800 feet back,
briefed the board on Monday about
his plan to split the 214-foot-wide
lot into three nearly equal parcels
and then, he hopes, sell the two lots
at the rear to a developer. Those two
lots would be accessed via side-by-
side, 13-foot-wide driveways ex-
tending from Cooper Road and run-
ning alongside either the northeast

or southwest side of his property.
The configuration would then cre-
ate two flag lots — named because
the extended driveway along one
side connecting to a square-shaped
lot is shaped similar to a flag atop a
flagpole — and require approval
from the planning board.

Township zoning ordinances cur-
rently forbid the creation of flag
lots because, as board member Rob-
ert LaCosta, the township’s zoning
officer, explained on Monday, on
oversized lots located in zones
where a subdivision could result in
several smaller lots being created,
there arose situations in the past
where four, five or six flag lots
were stacked, one behind the other,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Approves
Curriculum Changes

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) at its
meeting Tuesday approved changes
to the curriculum and to the dates
of spring break and graduation, and
accepted a financial gift for Edison
Intermediate School from the
Westfield Coalition for the Arts.
The BOE also deferred two presen-
tations until its Tuesday, December
10 meeting.

During the meeting, two major
schedule changes were approved
on first reading for the 2014-2015
school year. Board member
Gretchan Ohlig, chairperson of the
policy committee, asked the board
to approve a spring break that fol-
lows the Easter holiday instead of
occurring before it. She also asked
the board to approve moving gradu-

ation from a Monday evening to
Tuesday evening, one day later. The
board approved both changes.

The board approved on first read-
ing changes to the curriculum pre-
sented by BOE Vice-President
Rosanne Kurstedt. She said that in
the Social Studies Department, Psy-
chology through Film and Litera-
ture is new and Personal Financial
Literacy (2.5 credits) is now state
mandated, after the financial col-
lapse in 2008.

Board member Mark Friedman
asked who would teach the finance
course. Ms. Kurstedt said teachers
from several disciplines, including
mathematics, economics and soci-
ology, would be considered. She
also said that Spanish would be in-
troduced in the third grade (18
hours) and the hours of the subject

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Police Chief Offers
Storm Readiness Update

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Police Chief Bruce
Underhill told borough council
members Tuesday that the munici-
pality is as prepared as it can be for
another Hurricane Sandy or Irene.
Both storms knocked out power for
days.

The briefing came more than a
year after Sandy hit, knocking out
power to half the borough.

Chief Underhill said in the work
session that the department is put-
ting the “finishing touches” on in-
stalling an updated generator for
borough hall. A generator was pur-
chased for the underpass pumps
and two small ones were bought for
the streetlights on South Avenue
and a third as a spare.

Because North Avenue is a state-
maintained road (Route 28), the bor-
ough is prohibited from doing any-
thing to the lights. A grant was used
to purchase the generators. The de-
partment also has a new website,
several radios and a new Chevy
Tahoe that can tow a trailer of equip-
ment.

“I think we’re in pretty good shape
at this point,” the police chief said.

Council members pressed Chief
Underhill about the lack of com-
munication from PSE&G concern-
ing power outages and estimated
times of repair, a situation that left
many residents frustrated.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at
one point PSE&G told her service
had been restored even though resi-
dents were still without power. She
said she spent hours on the phone
with the governor’s office, PSE&G
and Union County.

She said one of the issues is that
Garwood is so small, “we’re kind

of lost in the shuffle” and that ser-
vice comes in from several differ-
ent areas.

“So they couldn’t really even give
me an accurate idea of when they
were going to come and make re-
pairs, how many people we have
out, how many people have service
and what to expect,” she said.
“That’s why we had service go up
and down repeatedly in various parts
of town.”

Chief Underhill agreed that com-
munication could be better but sug-
gested PSE&G was hampered by
its rather harried and probably hap-
hazard repairs in Cranford a year
before with Hurricane Irene. He
said the utility was inundated with
calls and did the best it could.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt said
he understood but, “there has to be
a way that they are able to figure out
what line, what service provides
this area. During the last storm, we
all heard it: ‘Oh, you’re going to be
on next Tuesday.’”

He also pressed the borough to
make people aware of the services
that are available when the power
goes out because of a storm, such as
portable electronic device charging
stations and shelters.

Chief Underhill said the borough
is still low in terms of manpower,
but that all of the police officers
came in for the hurricanes and the
nor’easter that hit the borough in
October 2011. He believes the
borough’s basic needs are in place
for another storm, but has a “wish
list,” such as an auxiliary mobile
command center. Garwood had to
use Westfield’s recently when bor-
ough hall was being rewired for the
new generator.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


