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CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment Monday approved
three variance applications.

Meghan Walsh of 29 Elmora
Avenue was approved to replace
her garage, which was damaged
last October in a storm, she said.
She was granted approval to re-
place the garage with one of the
same size and structure as the
garage that was damaged. She
said most homes in the area
have the same type of detached
garage.

Stephen, Carol and Mary
Giamboi, applicants for 21 Morse
Street, a two-family home, were
granted variance relief for the
house to remain a two-family resi-
dence. The home has been a two-
family for some 80 or 90 years,
Mr. Giamboi said. The Giambois
showed architectural plans to build
an addition that will increase the
building area by about 50 per-
cent, architect Carl Mazzola said.
The addition is within the setback
and lot coverage parameters;
however, the Giambois had to
seek relief from a pre-existing
non-conforming condition of a
two-family dwelling.

Township Zoning Officer Rob-
ert Hudak evaluated tax records
that confirmed the home has
existed as a two-family dwelling
since 1922, the applicant’s at-
torney, Richard Brightman, said.

Mr. Giamboi said he and his
wife, Carol, will occupy the larger
unit, while his mother, Mary, will
live in the adjoining 1,508-
square-foot unit.

The existing detached two-car
garage will be demolished and
replaced with a new two-car ga-
rage that will be attached to the
home with a bedroom above as
part of the addition. Mr. Mazzola
said the driveway’s length will be
lessened and will be changed
from a single-car to a double-car
width driveway.

This addition of more off-street

parking was favorable to Board
Chairman Ronald Marotta, as he
said during the board’s delibera-
tion. Mr. Mazzola said part of the
new design will give the home an
appearance from the outside as
a single-family home.

The house will have new siding
with a veneer stone front as part
of the design that is, “pleasing
and typical to what you see in
Cranford,” Mr. Mazzola said.

“It is a vast improvement to
what is there now,” Board Vice-
Chairman Jeffrey Pistol said. “You
can’t even recognize it as the
same house,” he said of the new
design.

The third applicant, Rosa
Tavares of 513 Claremont Place,
had purchased her property a
few months ago and the garage
was previously converted to a
living space. She had replaced
the non-working garage door with
siding, and in doing so she re-
ceived a letter from the zoning
office informing her that this was
not conforming to the zoning
laws, which say a garage should
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CURB APPEAL...Attorney Richard Brightman, standing at right, and appli-
cant Stephen Giamboi present an application for a use variance of a two-family
home at the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting on Monday.
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GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) is seeking applica-
tions to fill an open seat on the
board, it announced Tuesday.

Board members Sue Groning
and Brian McDermott were re-
elected to a three-year term in
the board of education’s recent
election and one seat remains
open.

Resident Bruce Paterson had
been the winner of the third seat
as a write-in candidate, however
he had not sought to run for the
BOE. “I really wasn’t destined for
this direction,” Mr. Paterson said
during the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting. Therefore,
he withdrew his name.

Board member John Sullvan
has served two, three-year terms
and chose not to run for re-
election.

The board will advertise the
opening and applications must
be received by Friday, December
6. The seat will be for a one-year
term.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
and board member Aaron
Watkins presented awards cer-
tificates Tuesday to those stu-
dents who achieved a perfect
score on the NJASK test taken in
the spring.

Following the presentation of
awards, board member Chris-
tina Guerriero gave a speech
about the history of the National
Cemetery of Gettysburg and re-
cited President Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address in honor of
the 150th Anniversary of the
Gettysburg Address.

The eighth grade play, Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, will be held this weekend at
Lincoln School.

Resident Angelo Alimonte asked
when the Arthur L. Johnson High
School teachers’ union contract

negotiations are expected to
settle. Ms. Guerriero said, “I un-
derstand they are close to an
agreement.” The teachers’ con-
tract expired June 30. Ms.
Guerriero said teachers who had
volunteered to help students in
subjects in the early morning or
after school have been advised
to halt.

“You don’t antagonize taxpay-
ers and neglect the students,”
Mr. Alimonte said.

On Sunday, December 8, the
Office of Emergency Management
is expected to give an update on
the after effects of Storm Sandy
at Borough Hall, board member
Ann Palmer said.

Mr. Paterson asked the board
to approach the Union County
Board of Elections and suggest
moving up the board of educa-
tion voting line above the gov-
ernmental office section in the
voting booth. He said where it
was placed this year was confus-
ing to voters.

Superintendent Quigley said the
board is having the fire dampers
and ductwork reaffirmed that
they are in proper working con-
dition, after a resident inquired
about it at a previous meeting.

The board announced it will
put up items that the school
district is no longer in need of at
a county auction, with a date to
be determined. Some of the
items include projectors, a desk,
cafeteria tables and a ping pong
table.

In response to a new law, the
board of education on first read-
ing approved revisions of the
evaluation of teaching staff mem-
bers and the evaluation of the
principal. Ms. Quigley noted that
tenured teachers were evaluated
once a year, and under the revi-
sion they will be evaluated three
times per year.

provide parking.
She was granted relief by the

zoning board.
“It is almost like the applicant

was a victim,” Mr. Pistol said,
referring to the previous owner
not seeking a permit to change
the function of the garage.

Zoning board member Robert
Bovasso said the siding was an
“improvement to the home” and
is “more appealing to the neigh-
borhood.”

During the workshop portion of
the zoning meeting, the board
memorialized the resolution
heard two weeks ago by appli-
cant TG Cranford of 370 North
Avenue East, which currently is
Madan Plastics. The plan, ac-
cording to the meeting agenda,
is to raze the building and re-
place it with a building to house
a bank, a restaurant and a coffee
shop/restaurant with a drive-
through window. Mr. Bovasso said
much of the application’s discus-
sion involved the addition of land-
scaping to soften the street view
of the drive-through window.
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