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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sweet revenge from a shocking
loss in last year’s sectional semi-
finals became a reality for the
Cranford High School football
team when the Cougars battered
the hosting Palisades Park Ti-
gers, 47-21, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament on November 15.

Last year, the seventh-seeded
Tigers used a persistent left-side
running attack to get a 35-7 jump
on the second-seeded Cougars
in the semifinal round at Memo-
rial Field en route to a 35-21
victory. The Cougars actually
scored the first touchdown of the
game before the Tigers rolled off
35 unanswered points. The Ti-
gers chewed up 341 yards on the
ground and only passed twice in
the second half, in addition to a
two-point conversion pass.

“It was a nice win for our kids.
We played well in all three phases
of the game. I don’t think there
was much of a revenge factor as
this is a completely different
team, but since they had most of
their team back, it may have
been hard for their coaches to
convince them that we could win.
As for us, they certainly got our
attention last year, so we were
very focused in practice,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

This time, Cougar quarterback
John Oblachinski, who was a re-
ceiver in last year’s game,
blended a strong passing game
with an effective running game
to bewilder the 8-2 Tigers. As a

matter of fact, the 7-3 Cougars
totaled 196 yards passing and
196 yards rushing.

“Offensively we were very bal-
anced. We had 196 yards rushing
and 196 yards passing, so I think
we have become a little more
difficult to deal with. It says a lot
about the versatility of our skill
players who all have to block,
catch and run with the ball. noth-
ing happens without the guys up
front. We have become a much
better pass-blocking team as of
late and the results are evident,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Oblachinski carried 25 times
for 111 yards, including respec-
tive touchdown runs of five yards,
one yard, five yards and 23 yards.
He also completed nine of 13
attempts with touchdown passes
of 59 yards and 15 yards to se-
nior wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
and 10 yards to junior running
back Luke Christiano.

McCaffrey finished with four re-
ceptions for 108 yards, while
Christiano, who had three carries
for 26 yards, had three for 65
yards. Junior running back Kevin
Trotter had a 14-yard reception
and junior running back Donavin
Walker had a nine-yard recep-
tion to go with 51 rushing yards
on 13 carries.

The Tigers scored first when
quarterback Adeymi DaSilva fired
an 11-yard touchdown pass to
Malik St. Hilaire in the first quar-
ter. Unlike last year, the Tigers
went to the air and DaSilva com-
pleted 22 passes for 319 yards,
which included three touchdowns.

The Cougars answered in a big
way with five straight touch-
downs, beginning with
Oblachinski’s 59-yard touchdown
strike to McCaffrey to knot the
score in the first quarter.
Oblachinski added a five-yard
touchdown run early in the sec-
ond quarter, making the score
14-7, then followed up with a
one-yard plunge and with the
failed point after, the score was
20-7. Before halftime,
Oblachinski added his five-yard
touchdown run and the point af-
ter was good.

In the third quarter, Oblachinski
found McCaffrey again, this time
for a 15-yard touchdown to jack
up their lead to 34-7. The Tigers
finally spoke up in the quarter
with a 14-yard touchdown re-
ception by Eric Johnson then early
in the fourth quarter, Oblachinski
hit Christiano with a 10-yard
touchdown strike. Oblachinski
added his 23-yard touchdown run
then DaSilva connected with Taj
Huggins (9 receptions, 144 yards)
for a 33-yard touchdown.

Cougar kicker Troy Kettler fin-
ished with five points after touch-
downs. Defensively, Christiano
made nine tackles and caused
one fumble. McCaffrey had four
tackles and an interception. Trot-
ter made five tackles and tipped
a pass. Linebacker Niko Cappello
had seven tackles. Co-captain/
linebacker Rob Delsandro made
five tackles, caused a fumble and
tipped a pass. Lineman Brian
Bruns recorded a six-yard sack.

“We did a good job playing
assignment football this week.

Our d-line Ballas, Baglieri and
Matthews at the ends and
Amaker, Oshaughnessy, Pastor
and Bruns inside, all played their
most physical game of the year
as did our linebackers DelSandro,
Scanlon and Cappello. The safe-
ties Christiano and Trotter
cleaned things up,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

This Saturday a 1 p.m. in Sum-
mit, the Cougars will face the
defending champion 10-0 Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, who have won
22 games in a row after they

grounded Governor Livingston,
34-14, on November 16. On the
third game of the season on Sep-
tember 27, the Hilltoppers de-
feated the Cougars 48-14.

“The nice thing about this team
is that we are still getting better
and there is room for improve-
ment. Most importantly, our
coaches and kids have a genuine
interest in getting better every
week,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
Cranford   7 20   7 13 47
Palisades Park   7   0   7   7 21

OBLACHINSKI RUSHES FOR 111 YDs, 4 TDs, 3 TD PASSES; McCAFFREY, CHRISTIANO 2 EACH

Cougars Clip Palisades Park in Group 3 Sectional, 47-21

David B. Corbin (2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE COMPLETION…Last year, Cougar John Oblachinski, No. 12,
as a wide receiver made the reception but is about to be brought down by a Tiger
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinals.
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