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Westfield Weavers Holiday Sale 
Saturday, Nov 23rd    10am to 5 pm 

      
 
            Announcing a New Location: 
                 Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Building 
                 2nd Floor, 1916 Bartle Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 

Free Admission and Parking 
Weaving and Spinning Demonstrations 

For more information: 908-397-8130 – www.westfieldweavers.org 

One-of-a kind,  hand-crafted gifts:  
handwoven &  handknit wearable 
clothing & accessories,  table linens,  
wall hangings,  baskets,  jewelry, 
ornaments, toys, pottery &  more 

Majestic Winds to Perform
Holiday Concert

HOLIDAY CONCERT…Majestic Winds perform a holiday concert at Zion
Lutheran Church. They will perform at the same location on Thursday, Decem-
ber 12, at 7:30 p.m.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECIAL EFFECTS…Gods and narrators alike are bathed in the Westfield
High School Theatre Department’s special effects from a fog machine and
haunting lighting in Metamorphoses, a play consisting of Greek myth vignettes,
presented last weekend.

wearing a suit and tie. Right behind
him is a toga-clad drunken reveler.
No detail is spared in the costumes
– from the electrified rainbow skirt
of Iris to the golden sandals with
three-dimensional gilded wings on
Hermes’ feet.

The playbill gives a succinct syn-
opsis of the ten stories presented,
but contemplative narrators for each
one walk the audience through the
scene.

CLARK - Majestic Winds, the pro-
fessional wind band of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a holiday concert at the
Zion Lutheran Church, 559 Raritan
Road, Clark, on Thursday, Decem-
ber 12, at 7:30 p.m. The ensemble
will be directed by Howard Toplansky,
an NJWA staff instrumental instructor.

The featured selections on this con-
cert will be: “Fatinitza” Overture by
Franz von Suppe, Galop from “Mos-
cow Cheremushkey” by Dimitri
Shostakovich and Treasure Waltzes
from “The Gypsy Baron” by Johann
Strauss.

Broadway will be represented by
highlights from King and I by Rich-
ard Rodgers and holiday selections
will be “Beneath the Holly” by
Brockton and “A Christmas Festival”

by Anderson. Both of these are col-
lections of Christmas songs appro-
priate for the occasion.

The band will present several fa-
mous marches on the program which
are: “The Thin Red Line” by Ken-
neth Alford, “Dam Busters” from the
movie of the same name by Eric
Coates and “Tall Cedars” by Eric
Osterling.

To round out the program the band
will play “Cake Walk” by Claude
Debussy and “The Lost Chord” by
Sir Arthur Sullivan.

This event is open to the public
and, while there is no charge for
admission, a freewill offering will be
gratefully accepted.

For additional information about
NJWA or Majestic Winds, call (908)
789-9696.

In the repetitive fashion of the
movie “Groundhog Day,” the
Orpheus and Eurydice myth is a
“twice told tale.” It is first told from
the male and then the female point
of view. It requires the actors to
repeat their blocking nearly a dozen
times to hauntingly dramatic ef-
fect.

Although an ensemble piece does
not usually spotlight one person,
mention must be made of a high-
light in the second act. Senior Fraser
Weist plays his intriguing, original
music on the baby grand piano dur-
ing one of the vignettes. At the end
of his musical offering, he strips off
his suit and tie to reveal a neon
green bathing suit. As modern day
Phaeton, son of Apollo the sun god,
he dons sunglasses, grabs an inflat-
able lounge raft and jumps into the
pool. While he floats in the water,
he laments his tale of destroying
the earth while his taciturn thera-
pist sits patiently alongside the pool.

By now, audiences of Westfield
High School productions should
know what to expect from director
Daniel Devlin who has been with
the theatre department for almost a
decade. Mr. Devlin eschews the
mundane and commonplace, en-
couraging his drama students to
embrace the unique. His deft hand
guides these budding thespians to
amazing heights time and again.
Lucky students. Lucky audiences.

Kean Department of Theatre
To Present Macbeth

UNION – Kean University’s De-
partment of Theatre will present
Macbeth, Shakespeare’s timeless
tale of lust, betrayal, and power
through Saturday, November 23, in
Kean’s spacious Wilkins Theatre.

Directed by Department of The-
atre professor Ernest W. Wiggins,
Macbeth features a cast of 26 stu-
dent actors, as well as scenic, light-
ing, and sound designs by student
designers. Daniel Pellicano, who
recently received rave reviews as
the troubled Jacob in The Beautiful
Dark at Premiere Stages, plays the
title role.

Kean’s Macbeth comes on the
heels of a number of high-profile
productions, including Lincoln
Center Theater’s current incarna-
tion, starring Ethan Hawke and
scheduled to open Thursday, No-
vember 21. A one-man version of
“the Scottish play,” as the classic is
commonly termed by the supersti-
tious, appeared on Broadway ear-
lier this summer, featuring re-
nowned British stage actor Alan
Cumming in every major role.

This acclaimed if unconventional
take on Shakespeare’s masterpiece
followed yet another well-reviewed
production in London’s West End
this spring. The London production
starred Scottish actor James
McAvoy, perhaps best known to
American audiences as Charles
Xavier in “X-Men: First Class.”

In preparation for their own pro-
duction, Kean students recently at-
tended a preview of the LCT pro-
duction in New York. Actor Derek
Wilson, who plays Lennox and un-
derstudies Mr. Hawke, met students
post-performance for an informal
Q & A session. The students’ ques-
tions ranged from how best to tackle
Shakespeare’s complex language to
how professional stage fights are
choreographed and rehearsed. Di-
rector Ernest W. Wiggins accompa-
nied his cast and crew members on

the trip, which was arranged by
Premiere Stages, the professional
theatre company in residence at
Kean.

Macbeth features sets by Frank
Giamella, lights by Zack Gage, and
sound by Jonathan Stanley, all cur-
rent Kean students. The Production
Stage Manager, Morgan Rabush, is
a Kean student as well. Costumes
are designed by Department of The-
atre professor Karen Lee Hart, and
Michele Mossay, Coordinator of
Kean’s Dance Minor program and
Academy of Performing Arts Liai-
son, served as movement coach.
Fight choreography is by Erik Hall.

Macbeth will be performed on
Thursday, November 21, at 5 p.m.;
Friday, November 22, at 10:30 a.m.
and 8 p.m.; and Saturday, Novem-
ber 23, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. The
performance on November 21 will
be followed by a post-show discus-
sion with Dr. Susanna Rich, Profes-
sor of English and Recipient of the
Presidential Excellence Award for
Distinguished Teaching at Kean.

Tickets are $10 for students, $12
for seniors, and $15 for the general
public. Tickets may be purchased
online at www.keanstage.com or
by calling the Kean Stage Box Of-
fice at (908) 737-SHOW (7469).
For more information on the Kean
Department of Theatre, visit
www.kean.edu/ku/theatre.

Visual Art Center To
Offer Learning Series
SUMMIT - The Visual Arts Center

of New Jersey will present the five
week Lifelong Learning Series
“Women and Art: Up Front and Be-
hind the Scenes” on Tuesdays, Janu-
ary 11 through February 14 from
7:30 to 9 p.m.

To register call (908) 273-9121 or
visit www.artcenternj.org.

“Thor: The Dark World”
Looking for the Light

2 popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

An informal poll of five 13-year-
old boys in the theater lobby follow-
ing a recent showing of director Alan
Taylor’s “Thor: The Dark World”
went like this:

 Befuddled, Fuddy-Duddy Film
Critic: Did you like the movie?

The Next Generation: (en masse,
enthusiastically) Yes!

Befuddled: What would you give it
out of 10?

The Next Generation: (unequivo-
cally, again en masse) 9!

Befuddled: Thanks
I briefly thought of asking if they

understood it, but decided I didn’t
need an “of course!” delivered with
askance glare to confirm my inter-
loper status. So I just adopted that
silly, philosophically accepting smile
as I walked to the car and contem-
plated the pageant of the generations.

Oh sure, I could grok the thing…if
I saw it about three times and
crammed the cheater notes before
each viewing. However, never too
much a fan of parallel worlds beyond
the classics of the genre (i.e. –“The
Time Machine” – 1960), and hesitant
to embrace entertainment that im-
plies a secret handshake, my procliv-
ity is to mine the basic tale of good
and evil that lies deep beneath all the
high-tech fuss and fancy.

It’s all there, elaborately cached
within the bright, shiny, cyberspace
packaging, tweaked here to please
modern sensibilities, including a
trans-world love affair between the
god of Thunder (Chris Hemsworth)
and a pretty mortal (Natalie Portman).
It’s just the sort of thing to strike an
adolescent male, or female’s, fancy.

Let’s skip for the moment all the lore,
minutiae, appurtenances and libretto
necessary to an informed, uh, enjoy-
ment of the fanciful, Marvel Comics
rendition of Norse mythology. And
never mind that no less than five Holly-
wood scribes had their hand in adapt-
ing it for the screen. Suffice it to note,
the good folks of Asgard are in trouble.

Well, actually they’re gods, although
Odin, played by a patch-eyed Anthony
Hopkins, reminds bad adopted son Loki
that they do die.

“Yeah,” retorts the snotty black sheep,
superbly portrayed by Tom Hiddleston,
“In about 5,000 years.”

Hmmm….can’t trust that kid. Our
finer, humanitarian instincts say we
should try. However, we fear the power-
hungry prodigal, recently banned by
his stepdad to life in the dungeon, is,
like Fredo in “The Godfather II,” in
cahoots with the family’s enemies.

That would mean Chris Eccleston’s
Malekith, the despicable ruler of the
Dark Elves of Svartalfheim. Who
wouldn’t have a chip on his shoulder if
he couldn’t spell the name of the place
he’s from?

In any case, if he ever gets hold of the
Aether (the plot’s McGuffin), boy oh
boy. That stuff could very well destroy
the universe. Duh! You see, it also just
so happens that the Asgardians have
recently learned that the Convergence,
an unusual configuration of the Nine
Realms, is looming. But then who
doesn’t know that?

But I dare not tell any more, lest I ruin
it for you. Besides, my spell-check
program has taken to rolling its eyes in
disbelief of the words I’ve okayed to
“add to dictionary.” Hey, I’ll need them

for the unavoidable sequel.
But so much for the condescending

rants of an outsider. Odds are, had I
been raised on a diet of psychedelic
cartoons and video games, and made to
imbibe most of my liquid nourishment
from juice boxes, Thor and his realms
(yep, all 9 of ‘em), would probably
serve to alleviate life’s pressures: such
as playing sports I’m really not into (so
I’ll be well-rounded) and getting into
the college most preferred by my par-
ents.

In more exigent circumstances, the
colorful panoply of fantastic lands and
infinite possibilities might prove an
uplifting distraction from cancelled
lunch programs, crime-littered streets
and being raised by a grandmother
who, at 64, is still cleaning houses.

It is romance and hope, albeit dis-
guised in the most illogical glossary of
cutting edge notions. Yes, worlds col-
lide, dimensions mesh and time is turned
upside down in a kaleidoscopic confu-
sion of force and matter—the more
gobbledygook-infused, the better.

But bottom line, this is a love story,
the everlasting kind, determined to pre-
vail no matter the cosmic interference
or time continuum impossibility.

He, the title character played by Chris
Hemsworth, is handsome….a younger,
taller Brad Pitt, and for gosh sakes, a
god. OK, she’s only human…but
appealing…the girl-next-door but with
an exotic look and smart like nobody’s
business. Natalie Portman’s astrophysi-
cist, Jane Foster, is probably the only
one in the film, Asgardian, human or
otherwise, who understands what’s
going down.

 Scratch the rambunctious veneer
just a little more and the saga in
which this love affair is placed retells
a tale of power, corruption and ambi-
tion with all the usual lessons
Machiavelli so astutely delineated.
Now, there was some political thinker.
Too bad he didn’t suggest a diplo-
matic way to get out of that promise
to take your nephew to see “Thor:
The Dark World.”

…
“Thor: The Dark World,” rated PG-

13, is a Walt Disney Studios release
directed by Alan Taylor and stars
Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman
and Tom Hiddleston. Running time:
112 minutes

Mid-Day Musicales to
Begin December 4

WESTFIELD  — The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, announced the schedule of their
Mid-Day Musicales concerts for Ad-
vent. These half-hour concerts are held
at noon on Wednesdays in the church
sanctuary for a suggested donation of
$5.

The schedule for this December is:
December 4 – Brennan Sweet, violin,
Brett Deubner, viola; December 11 –
The Kaiser Quintet, Laura George, flute,
Gary Hamme, oboe, William Shadel,
clarinet, Janet Lance, French horn,
Wendy Large, bassoon; December 18
– Maureen Francis, soprano, Barbara
Thomson, piano.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs. The church is handi-
capped-accessible.

For more information call the church
office at (908) 233-2494.

CDC to Host Art
Contest

CRANFORD - The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will hold a “Dear
Edwina” student art contest at CDC
Theatre. To enter, send a self-portrait
that shows what makes you unique.

Entries will be displayed in the
upstairs gallery and audience mem-
bers will vote for their favorites dur-
ing performances of Dear Edwina
December 6, 7 and 8.

First, second and third place prizes
will be announced at the last show.

Mail entries to Megan Ferentinos,
c/o CDC Theatre, P.O. Box 511,
Cranford, NJ 07016.

Entries must arrive by Monday,
December, 2, and include the artists
name and address.

Come to the shows and bring a new
or gently used book to donate to
CDC’s book drive.

For more information visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

Masterwork Chorus Ignites
The Season with Messiah

IGNITING THE SEASON…Music
Director Andrew Megill, above, will
lead The Masterwork Chorus in their
252nd performance of Handel’s holi-
day classic, Messiah at Carnegie Hall
on Wednesday, December 18, and at
Ridge Performing Arts Center in Bask-
ing Ridge, on Saturday, December 21.

AREA — Join The Masterwork
Chorus as they ignite the holiday
spirit with their annual “Sing” and
two performances of Handel’s clas-
sic work, Messiah.

Conducted by award winning
Carol Walker, the “Sing” will be
held on Sunday, December 8, at 2
p.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church,

215 Boulevard, Mountain Lakes.
Fellowship and complimentary re-
freshments will follow. Scores are
available on loan and reservations
are not needed. A donation of $10 is
suggested to help defray costs.

Under the baton of acclaimed
Music Director Andrew Megill, the
Chorus will perform the complete
Messiah on Wednesday, December
18, at 8 p.m. on the Perelman stage
at Carnegie Hall and on Saturday,
December 21, at 8 p.m. at the Ridge
Performing Arts Center (PAC) at 268
South Finley Avenue, Basking
Ridge.

Mr. Megill and the Chorus will
be joined by a full-complement pro-
fessional orchestra and four accom-
plished soloists making their
Carnegie Hall debut. In 2012 at-
tendees at Carnegie Hall numbered
over 2,300, near capacity for the
house.

Tickets for Carnegie Hall are $25
to $85 and are available by calling
(212) 247-7800 or online at
www.carnegiehall.org. Individual
tickets for Ridge PAC are $25 to
$75 and are available by calling
(800) 838-3006. Ridge PAC tickets
may also be purchased as part of a
30 percent discounted New Jersey
Series that adds two 2014 spring
concerts.  Visit
www.Masterwork.org or email
info@masterwork.org for more in-
formation.

Town Book Store to Host Author of
‘Greek Yogurt Cookbook’

WESTFIELD - Greek yogurt, the
new super food, has skyrocketed in
popularity in the past few years for
good reason. In addition to con-
taining vital nutrients your body
needs, it has an unforgettable tangy
taste.

Meet author Lauren Kelly on No-
vember 23, at The Town Book Store
from 2 -4 p.m. Her book, The Greek
Yogurt Cookbook features over 125
flavor-packed recipes that show you
how to make Greek yogurt a kitchen
essential, whether it is swirled up in
smoothies, stirred into soups, or
added for depth of flavor to your
main courses.

Lauren Kelly is a recipe devel-
oper, food blogger and the staff
nutritionist at The Bar Method in
Montclair.

Lauren is also the author of “The
Everything Wheat-Free Diet Cook-

book.” Lauren has been featured in
SHAPE magazine for tips on the
best and worst foods to eat and for
creative quinoa recipes. Lauren cur-
rently lives in Westfield, with her
husband and three small boys.

Meet Lauren Kelly at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy of “The Greek
Yogurt Cookbook.”

Metamorphoses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Photo courtesy of Geoffrey Morris
SEASON OF MIRACLES…Pushcart Players will present “A Season of Miracles”
now through Tuesday, December 31. The production will delight audiences in the
tri-state area with performances in schools and theatres throughout New Jersey.
For more information, visit pushcartplayers.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


