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Ridge Holds off Blue Devils in Sectional, 35-28
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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always going to ride a kid like that.
He played with so much heart,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Red Devil quarterback Conor
Hughes completed 11 passes for 130
yards, including respective TD strikes
of 26 yards and 10 yards to tight end
Ryan Bell, who finished with seven
receptions for 102 yards. Fullback
Liam Dergasch rushed for 102 yards,
including third-quarter TD runs of
two yards and one yard, respectively.

The Red Devils gave the Blue Dev-
ils a wakeup call early when Nick
Franzese took the opening kickoff
and returned it to the Ridge 48. De-
spite a five-yard sack by Blue Devil
defensive end Tom Anderson, the Red
Devils managed to take just six plays
to score when Hughes hit Bell in the
end zone for the 26-yard TD.
Westfield’s first series was ruined
when Franzese returned an intercep-
tion 38 yards for the TD with less than
four minutes off the clock, making
the score 14-0 to bring back memo-
ries of the dismal, 49-13, loss to the
Red Devils in 2008.

But that was not to happen when
Hogge engineered a nine-play, 69-
yard scoring drive that was concluded
by his screen pass to Rawles with
0:00 left of the quarter. The drive was
perpetuated when Holden Ehrhardt

pulled off a fake punt and carried it
eight yards for a first down.

“You know what? That wasn’t sup-
posed to be a fake. We were telling
him to punt it to this side. He took off
and ran,” Coach DeSarno confessed.

Next, Brett Robertshaw recovered
a Ridge fumble, caused by a hard hit
from lineman Joe Scaglione, at the
35. After a saving fumble recovery by
right guard Brian Moum, Hogge
dropped back to pass and under heavy
pressure, managed to scramble then
fired to Elliott, who found an open
spot, grabbed the pass and turned it
into a 33-yard TD and a 14-14 tie
with 9:22 remaining in the half.

“I saw him rolling out, so I broke
off my route and found a hole,” Elliott
said.

“We had some whacky plays,”
Coach DeSarno added.

The Red Devils roared back when
they forced a fumble and recovered it
on the Westfield 17. After a seven-
yard gain, Hughes hit Bell for a 10-
yard TD. On the ensuing kickoff,
Anderson returned the ball to the 36.
On the ninth play, Hogge hit Kane in
the end zone for the nine-yard TD to
knot the score.

“It was a good pass by Hogge. We
knew we could win. We gave it our all,
and we just came up short,” Kane said.

Ridge grabbed a 28-21 lead with
3:28 left in the third quarter when
Derkasch plunged in from the two
after a 13-play drive. More misfor-
tune shadowed the Blue Devils when
Ridge recovered another fumble at
the Westfield 40. On the third play,
Derkasch carried 32 yards to the one
then took it in for the score to end the
quarter.

Westfield mixed seven pass plays
with five running plays to cover 90
yards for the score, ending with
Elliott’s four-yard TD reception with
5:47 remaining in the game. After-
wards, Ridge managed to get enough
first downs to run out the clock.

“We just played our hearts out.
That’s all we could do. We knew
coming in we weren’t expected to do
this, but we played our guts out and
came up short,” Elliott said.

“They are a great team. It’s too bad
we had to lose to them,” Kane said.

“It will hurt for a day or two. We
were 2-8 last year. We made the play-
offs and they were fighting to the
end,” Coach DeSarno said.
Westfield   7 14   0   7 28
Ridge 14   7 14   0 35

Probitas Verus Honos

shootout, 5-4. In 2009, the Millers
nipped the Raiders, 1-0, for the title,
and in 2008, the Millers seized the
crown with a 3-0 victory in Millburn.

“We haven’t had good luck with
them. I couldn’t believe that it would
happen again. Last year’s shootout
and another they won on a rebound.

With our loss in Millburn, they had
a legitimate team. We were all dis-
appointed that we didn’t make it to
the sectional finals,” Coach

Breznitsky said.
Chatham defeated the Raiders, 3-

0, for the title in 2010, but the Raid-
ers got even in 2011 when they

defeated Chatham, 2-0, for the
crown.

Against the Millers last week, the
17-5-1 Raiders were without the

services of co-cap-
tain Christian
Zazzali, who had
always been part
of a fearsome of-
fensive threat that
included senior
Mike Walsh, jun-
ior forward Justin
Rodriques and
sophomore center
midfielder James
Murphy.

“The loss of
Zazzali hurt. He
has that energy to
give our team the
energy we
needed,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

The Raiders car-
ried the attack to
the Millers’ half of
the field through-
out the first half,
but neither team
got many serious
shots on goal.
Raider Zach
Lipshitz launched
a liner from 40-
yards out that
sailed over the

crossbar, then with four minutes
remaining, Miller goalkeeper Marc
Langendorff made a diving save off
a corner kick and a defender man-
aged to kick the rebound out of
harms’ way. The Millers took one
serious shot on a free kick that de-
flected off the near post.

The Millers’ half was terrorized
even more in the second half and
Lagendorff was forced to add five
more saves, beginning with
Rodriques’ shot. Lipshitz ripped an-
other shot, but Lagendorff was there
for the save, then Murphy looped a
free kick high over the crossbar.
The Millers’ defense also thwarted
several attempts before they could
get to Lagendorff.

Midway through the final half,
Rodriques added two more shots
that Lagendorff managed to get a
hand on. Then as the clock was
nearing the two-minute mark, the
Raiders added a header that lifted
over the crossbar. Then in a flash,
Matsur’s successful cross to Mata
sent the Millers to the champion-
ship to face the top-seeded
Watchung Hills Warriors, who de-
feated fifth-seeded Westfield in the
other semifinal.
Millburn 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Millers Shock Raiders in Soccer Semifinal, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

FSPY Red Swim Girls Edge
Westfield ‘Y’ Girls, 198-190
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”

(FSPY) Girls Red swim team de-
feated the Westfield Area Y’s swim
team, 198-190, in Westfield on No-
vember 9.

FSPY had 10 first-place finishes
across 11-12, 13-14 and 15-18 age
groups. Heidi Compton and her twin
Allie both achieved first-place fin-
ishes in the 11-12 age group for their
100IM and 50-breaststroke, respec-
tively, with Grace Cull winning the
50-butterfly. In the 13-14 age group,
firsts were attained by Sydney
VonOehsen (200IM, 100-back-
stroke), Macie Schaper (100-free) and
Caroline McNichol (100-butterfly).
Kate Musso, Jillian Breckenridge and
Casey Daudelin touched first in the
100-freestyle, 200-breaststroke and
100-backstroke, respectively, for the
15-18 age groups.

In all, FSPY girls had 31 top-3
finishes in the 24 individual events,
including second-place finishes by
9-10s Alexa Fazio (100IM, 50-back),
Nicole Ben-David (50-free) and
Julianna Warren (50-fly), and a first-
place finish by 8U Leanne Dailey in
the 25-backstroke.

The relay competition ended ex-
citingly with both FSPY’s 13-14 and
15-18 teams winning their relays. In
the 13-14 age group, VonOehsen,
McNichol, Small and Schaper had a

close race with under a second sepa-
rating them from their opponents,
while the 15-18 FSPY team of Casey
Daudelin, Amelia Markey, Kate
Musso and Lauren Sjonell bested the
competition by more than 8 seconds
(1:48.41).

For more information on Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA’s swim team
programs, please call (908) 889-8880
or email Chris Karelus, Y Head Swim
Coach at ckarelus@fspymca.org.

SUPER BOWL BOUND...The Westfield PAL Football D-Team’s Ryan Pettit,
No. 5, makes a leaping reception and scores the game’s only touchdown in a
victory over Bloomfield. The team’s record is 10-0 and, with this victory,
advanced to the Super Bowl Championship game this weekend.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A HEAD ON THE BALL...Raider James Murphy, center, or Alex Cimring, No. 6, gets a
head on the ball against the seventh-seeded Millburn Millers.

Courtesy of Charles Mullrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUSING THE FUMBLE...Blue Devil lineman Joe Scaglione, No. 68, crunches Red Devil Nick Franzese, No. 5, and forces
a fumble that Blue Devil Brett Robertshaw recovered. See another photo on page 15.


