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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They Came, They Saw,
They Almost Conquered

They hadn’t made the trip to Ber-
nards Township to be a sacrificial
lamb, although that’s what most of
the newspapers thought, and maybe
even some of their fans, too. But the
WHS football team is nothing if not
smart, and resilient.

Since Ridge was undefeated and
seeded first, one newspaper didn’t
even mention Westfield in its preview
paragraph about the game. But the
coaches and players knew better. They
knew that if Westfield had won a
winnable game against Union, it
could’ve been the No. 2 seed. And if
they’d won a winnable game against
Phillipsburg, they’d have pushed
Ridge for the top seed.

So it wasn’t really any great sur-
prise that the Blue Devils gave the
Red Devils (in their green and white
uniforms) all they could handle last
Friday night, before finally falling by
a 35-28 score. Coach Jim DeSarno
pulled out all the stops, including a
successful fake punt (Holden Ehrhardt
ran for a first down) and a fateful but
nearly successful attempt to convert a
fourth-and-one from his own 40
(shades of Gary Kehler!).

Chris Hogge had a huge game, as
he’d done against P-burg. He threw
four touchdowns, tying the school
record held by four players, most
recently Dan Kerr in 2010 against
Rahway. The other three are Sam
Mitchell (1948 vs. Union), Bud
Mueller (1961 vs. Hillside) and Joe
Monninger (1970 vs. Hillside).

Hogge also completed 17 passes,
tying him with Nate Mitchell for No.
2 all-time, behind Monninger’s 19 on
Thanksgiving Day 1970.

Nine of the passes were caught by
Dylan Elliott, tying Pete Ondi’s two-
year-old school record against
Immaculata. Elliott, who was already
the school record holder in career
touchdowns, increased his total to 15
with two. He also passed Ondi as the
all-time yardage leader for receivers
with 1,088.

And Eugene Rawles added 138
yards on 28 carries, pushing him to
1,137 this fall. Since he’s averaging
126 yards a game, an average game
against Plainfield on Thanksgiving
morning will put him within range of

Dave Reitze’s No. 2 all-time 1,274.
Butch Woolfolk’s 1,637 is out of reach.

All of those gaudy accomplish-
ments were made possible by the
blocking up front by the unheralded
offensive line of Chip Mulrooney,
Tom Morley, Jack Kessler, Brian
Moum and Nick Costa, along with
tight end David Kane and fullback
Nick Buontempo. They were a ques-
tion mark early, especially after
DeSarno announced the Blue Devils
would use a two-platoon team. That
meant guys like Joe Scaglione, Chris
Sweeney, Tom Anderson and Jack
Simcox played defense only. Thank-
fully, their play along with juniors
Colin Spurlock, Luke Prybylski and
Matt Catanzaro, and sophomores
Kevin Frega, Mike O’Connor, Brett
Robinshaw and Owen Colwell made
it all work.

There were tears Friday night. But
they happen, especially when you’ve
done everything you can, played as
hard you can and still come up short.

“As a senior captain, I’m extremely
proud to come off a 2-8 junior season
and make the playoffs,” said Joe
Scaglione, a 6-foot, 275-pound de-
fensive tackle. “None of the current
sophomores and juniors knew what it
felt like to be a part of a (playoff)
game like that. It’s truly a special
feeling when your whole team knows
they did everything they could to win
the game. I got to play in games like
that as a sophomore, so all I wanted
was to be part of something like that
again, and I got it.”

“I’m disappointed now, but defi-
nitely not mad. We could’ve won the
game. They could’ve made more mis-
takes, we could’ve made less. But
that’s the way it goes. I hope this
experience for the underclassmen gets
them ready for their own successful
senior years.”

Added Elliott, “Coach DeSarno told
us that he was proud of the way we
played and how we battled back, and
that’s all he could ask for. We knew
nobody had us beating them {Note:
Dylan didn’t ask the Devil’s Den re-
porter] or even coming close. I thought
we left it all out on the field. We
played great and battled to the end.
That’s all you can do. It was just a

great game to be a part of.”
A LITTLE PERSPECTIVE

As has tended to happen too often,
I’d lost touch with the Harcourt twins,
Chuck and Billy (’80), after I moved
to Bucks County, Pa. When their fa-
ther Big Jim passed away at age 49 in
February 1985, there was no more
contact with “Frick and Frack.” Then,
while waiting for the ticket window
to open Friday night, a guy was post-
ing signs about a fundraiser for Chuck
Harcourt. I read the poster and found
out Chuck had spent much of his
adult life coaching and supporting
youth sports programs in the Basking
Ridge area. He’d suffered a heart
attack a couple years ago, had more
heart problems and then, just when it
looked like he was getting back, in-
operable cancer was recently discov-
ered in his body.

I told the guy putting up the signs
that Chuck had graduated from
Westfield, and they might want to add
that to the P.A. announcement before
the Ridge cheerleaders went around
collecting donations. It sure looked
like the Westfield stands responded,
as they filled several jars with bills.

Chuck and his wife Danielle had
four kids – Kelsey, Kyle, Kevin and
Karson. Some of them are in college
now. Funny how when I first think of
Chuck and Billy, they’re doing
pushups on the bar at the Jolly Trolley
as their dad took bets; later it was
coaching them – Chuck was the lefty,
Billy was the righty – on some of
Westfield’s first travel baseball teams
back in the late ’60s and early ’70s.

RIVALRY UPDATE
The Plainfield vs. Westfield

Thanksgiving Day football rivalry has
been selected by USA Today as one
of the state’s/country’s biggest rival-
ries. The 109th meeting will be held
next Thursday. And you can help
decide how great the rivalry is.

It’s officially called the Best High
School Football Rivalry contest. Last
year’s winner of the inaugural event –
a month-long, three-vote competi-
tion – was Missouri’s Brookfield vs.
Marceline. To get involved, and we’re
hoping all the Den’s readers from
California to Arizona to Iowa to Mon-
tana and Kentucky, will get involved,
just go to contest.usatodayhss.com/
rivalry and follow the directions. You
can vote as often as you want.

Beginning this past Monday, Nov.
18, there will be three rounds of voting.
The top 51 vote getters in all 50 states
plus the District of Columbia advance
to eight regions for the second round.
The regional winners, plus two wild
cards, continue on to a final round of
10. Voting continues until Dec. 18.

Brookfield and Marceline, in north-
west Missouri, are two tiny schools
… but they got out the votes, and the
votes of rival schools, alumni, towns-
people, etc. In fact, Brookfield re-

portedly held a lock-in, with 60 stu-
dents (out of the school’s total enroll-
ment of 300) getting food donated by
a local McDonald’s and Pizza Hut
and staying in the school all night –
voting!

Hershey’s would help out, maybe
Jersey Mike’s and one or two pizza
places in town, should a lock-in be
considered. And the rest of you across
the country, make yourself heard.
There’s no limit to how often you can
vote (and no gerrymandering or voter
ID either!).

STATE TOURNEY UPDATE
+ The boys and girls cross-country

teams ran with the state’s best last
Saturday, the boys finishing second
in Group 4, behind champion West
Windsor-Plainsboro South and ahead
of sectional winner Millburn. The
girls finished a solid fifth, ahead of
both Millburn and North Hunterdon,
who were 1-2 to WHS’s third at
sectionals.

The boys, led by fifth-place fin-
isher Matt Luppino, advanced to next
Saturday’s Meet of Champions, which
WHS won in 1976 when it was called
the All-Groups Championships. They
have won 15 state Group 4 titles, the
most recent being a three-peat in 2009-
10-11.

The girls almost got a wild-card
entry, but it went to fourth-place fin-
isher Shawnee. The girls’ best finish
was in 1995 when they took second
place. Saturday’s effort was their best
finish since the 2001 team was sev-
enth.

+ The gymnasts took third overall
in last Thursday’s team finals at Mont-
gomery High. Archrival Bishop Ahr,
who they beat in the North 2 sectional
finals, came back to win the team
crown, with Ramapo second.

In Saturday’s individual competi-
tion, senior Abby Cook took 12th on
the balance beam.

COLLEGE SIGNINGS
Six of WHS’s outstanding female

athletes signed national letter of in-
tent last week to attend college. In
alphabetical order:

Caroline Baldwin, swimming,
North Carolina.

Sarah Cronin, swimming, Brown.
Alexis Kardias, lacrosse, Southern

California.
Mary Randazzo, lacrosse, Massa-

chusetts.
Karli Sottung, soccer, Naval Acad-

emy.
Anna Tanji, lacrosse, Holy Cross.
Let us know if/when you sign

(bj1019@aol.com) and we’ll keep
WHS fans updated as more signings
happen.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Kronick (WHS ’11) was

named the Centennial Conference
Player of the Year for the second
straight year, and to the all-confer-
ence team for the third time. The
junior became the school’s all-time
leading scorer and goal-scorer. She
led the conference in points (47),
goals (19) and assists (9). She also
made the Academic Honor Roll. Sun-
day Kronick kept Hopkins’ season
alive with an overtime goal for a 1-0
win over York. The Blue Jays ad-
vance to the NCAA Sectional Final/
Sweet 16 this weekend.

Also enjoying success on the col-
lege soccer level:

Grace Mackenzie (’10), at
Wheaton, whose team won the con-
ference title with Grace serving as the
team’s manager after tearing her ACL
in the spring.

Tina Landeka (’11), at Montclair
State, which lost in its conference
finals.

Sarah Freer (’12), at William Smith,
which won its conference title.

Jess Kenny (’12), whose Messiah
College won its conference title.

Courtesy of Liz McAlister for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Senior Captains Abby Cook, Morgan McAlister and Christana Psyhojos.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Place
Third at State Tournament

The Westfield High School gym-
nastic team placed third in the State
Meet held at Montgomery High
School on November 14. Of the 10
qualifying teams, Bishop Ahr took
top honors with a total of 111.875,
followed by Ramapo at 111.1 and
Westfield at 110.275.

Each team fielded four gymnasts
in each event, with the top three girls’
scores on each event contributing to
the team total. Westfield’s competi-
tors included senior tri-captain Abby
Cook, juniors Jenna Rizkalla, Mae
Devin and Hannah Goldring, fresh-
man Hannah Prieto and sophomore
Jess Keenan. Other tri-captains were
seniors Morgan McAlister and
Christana Psyhojos.

The Blue Devils’ strong team depth
and third-place showing was a great
sendoff for head coach Melissa
Greenwald, who will retire as coach
after a 14-year tenure.

“Our team was very excited to place
third at States. We exceeded our goals
for the season and wanted to finish
strong for our coach Melissa
Greenwald’s last season,” tri-captain
Cook said.

Bridgewater-Raritan placed fourth
at 109.675, followed by Hunterdon
Central at 108.95, Holmdel at 108.1
and Hillsborough at 107.95. Red Bank
Catholic finished eighth at 107.925,
followed by Howell at 106.975 and

Brick Memorial at 105.675. Cranford
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood did not
qualify for the team state meet.

Vault: Rizkalla scored a 9.575 do-
ing a front/front tuck; Cook scored
9.125 with a Tsukahara); Devin had a
9.075 with a Tsukahara and Prieto
nailed her Tsukahara to score 9.0.

Uneven Bars: Cook scored a 9.25
with a blind full turn on the high bar
and double back dismount; Rizkalla
scored an 8.875 with a front toe dis-
mount; Prieto scored an 8.5; Devin
had a 7.625.

Beam: Rizkalla scored 9.325, land-
ing a front handspring connecting to
a back tuck; Cook scored 9.25, fea-
turing a back handspring layout step-
out; Goldring landed her back tuck to
score 9.125, Devin scored an 8.7,
routine included two fine leaps.

Floor: Rizkalla scored 9.5, includ-
ing back double full; Goldring per-
formed a front handspring layout and
full twist to score a 9.45; Keenan
scored 9.15, landing a layout with a
front twist); Devin scored 9.225.

At the State Individuals on No-
vember 16 also held at Montgomery
High School, based on their results at
Sectionals, Cook, Rizkalla and Devin
(all-around) qualified. Goldring, who
placed fourth at sectionals on beam
and floor, missed qualifying for the
all-around by only .025. Alexandra
Puryear of Cranford also placed into
the all-around category for Individual
States.

Westfield did not end up with any
gymnasts in the top-12 all-around,
but Cook placed 12th on beam and
Puryear placed on bars.

Westfield Individual Scores:
Rizkalla (vault 9.35; bars 9.0; beam

8.475; floor 9.275).
Cook (vault 9.175; bars 9.275;

beam 9.275; floor 8.875).
Devin (vault 8.8; bars 8.15; beam

9.05; floor 9.1).
Goldring (beam 9.225; floor 9.275).

Children in Trouble With the Law?

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 13-20-S

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on November 18, 2013. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This Ordinance amends Chapter 86,
Salaries and Compensation and Chapter
67, of the Borough Code and establishes a
salary range for a non-contractual em-
ployee.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 3,
2013, at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/21/13, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD WILL HOLD A SPECIAL
MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF CON-
DUCTING A TRAINING SEMINAR FOR
THE MAYOR, COUNCIL, VOLUNTEERS,
BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND STAFF.
SUBJECT MAY INCLUDE ETHICS, SUN-
SHINE LAW, OPRA, HARASSMENT, AND
DISCRIMINATION.

THE TRAINING WILL BE HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2013, AT
7:00 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MU-
NICIPAL BUILDING, 403 SOUTH AV-
ENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

ABSOLUTELY NO DISCUSSION OR
ACTION WILL BE TAKEN ON BOROUGH
MATTERS.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 11/21/13, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Thurs-
day, December 5, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the
Council Chambers, first floor, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, a Public Hearing will be held
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Scotch Plains for Site Plan,
Use Variance and Bulk Variance Approv-
als (Section 23-3.11a:  parking lot not
permitted as a primary use in the B-2
Zone) and such other variances, relief
and/or waivers that may be required upon
an analysis of the plans and testimony at
the PUBLIC HEARING on the Application
submitted by the Applicant/Owner, Com-
munity Access Unlimited, Inc., for the prop-
erty located at 535 Terrill Road, Block 301,
Lot 12 on the Tax Map of the Township of
Scotch Plains & 193 Terrill Road, Block 1,
Lot 2 on the Tax Map of the Borough of
Fanwood. The Applicant is proposing to
construct a 14-space parking lot on the
Scotch Plains parcel for use in connection
with a 3-story mixed-use building to be
constructed on the Fanwood property.  The
mixed-use building will provide office space
and 10 apartment units, consisting of mar-
ket-rate units and also affordable units for
individuals with developmental disabilities.
The property is located in the B-2 Zone.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION at the Zoning Board Office located in
the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, during
that Office’s normal business hours.

Hehl & Hehl, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner

1 T - 11/21/13, The Times Fee: $39.27

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

 
 
 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our 

meats, seafood & specialty items 
are individually flash-frozen & 
vacuum-sealed. Free David’s 

Cookie Dough for new customers! 
Never Compromise on Quality! 

908.346.1114    
www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES


