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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

HOGGE 4 TD PASSES — ELLIOTT 2, KANE 1, RAWLES 1

Ridge Holds Off Blue Devils
In Football Sectionals, 35-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big plays and hard hits were deliv-
ered by both teams, but in the end, it
came down to an interception return
for a touchdown (TD), two key fumble
recoveries to set up TDs and a kickoff
return to midfield that gave the top-
seeded Ridge Red Devils the edge to
hold off eighth-seeded Westfield, 35-
28, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 tournament
in Basking Ridge on November 15.

“Well-played game. We knew how
talented they were. We couldn’t get
them off the field on third-and-long,
second-and-long in the second half.
We turned the ball over a little bit in
the first half, but I am proud of our
effort. We went for it. That was our
attitude. We were going to leave it all

out there. We were going to go for it
on fourth down. We were going to
stunt, blitz. We were going to do
whatever it took,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said.

Both teams produced a fine mix of
running plays with passing plays, and
the 5-4 Blue Devils had the higher
numbers in the passing category,
while the 10-0 Red Devils led on the
ground.

Blue Devil quarterback Chris
Hogge completed 17 of 25 passes for
189 yards, including four TDs.
Flanker Dylan Elliott hauled in nine
passes for 114 yards, including TD
receptions of 33 yards and four yards.
Running back Eugene Rawles had

two receptions for 42 yards, includ-
ing a screen pass that he turned into a
37-yard TD. Tight end Dave Kane
had a TD reception of nine yards to
go with a 10-yard reception.

Perhaps more than any of his pre-
vious games this season, despite his
fantastic numbers that he had already
put into the books, Rawles saved his
best performance for this game with
extraordinary efforts to turn no gains
into key gains. Rawles finished with
134 rushing yards on 32 carries.

“All year he has been doing great
running the ball. In this game, he was
putting his head down fighting for
the extra yardage. We are really proud
of him,” Kane said.

“Eugene was unbelievable! He ran
hard all game. He’s special! We are SPF RAIDERS FINISH SEASON WITH 17-5-1 RECORD

Millers Shock Raiders, 1-0,
In Section Boys Soccer Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Millburn has been a “thorn in the
side” to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team for
years when it comes to NJSIAA sec-
tional tournament showdowns.

The “thorn” remained and dug even
deeper when the third-seeded Raid-
ers, who had displayed a dominating
performance nearly the entire game,
became victims in a flash. Vasil
Matsur broke loose down the left
sideline, slanted toward the box, forc-

ing keeper Dan Korduba to charge,
then crossed to forward Josh Mata,
who tapped the ball into the open net
with two minutes remaining to give
the seventh-seeded Millers a 1-0 vic-
tory in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 semifinal round in Scotch
Plains on November 12.

“Soccer is a cruel game! It was a
game that was affected by a lot of
factors, not just the cold. There was
an inability to finish on our part.
Their game plan was to keep every-
body back defensively and hope for a

shootout. They have a good goal-
keeper. I believe that was what they
were looking for,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky said.

Since 2006 when they defeated
Voorhees, 3-0, for the title, with the
exception of 2007, the Raiders have
qualified for the sectional tourna-
ment and advanced, at least, to the
semifinal rounds only to be stunned
by the Millers three additional times.
Last year, the two rivals tied, 2-2, in
the semis but the Millers won the
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KUHN SCORES ON PENALTY KICK IN SECOND HALF

Warriors Down Blue Devils
In Boys Soccer Semifinal, 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven minutes of superb soccer on
the part of the top-seeded Watchung
Hills High School boys’ soccer team
yielded a 2-1 victory over the fifth-
seeded Westfield Blue Devils in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semi-
finals in Warren on October 12.

Kevin Cagnetta scored both goals
for the Warriors. The Blue Devils
finished the game with a successful
PK (penalty kick) from senior Dan
Kuhn.

The showdown favored the Blue
Devils who knocked down the War-

riors, 7-4, in shots during the first half
and, 8-4, in the second half. Senior
co-captain forward Alik Morgan led
the Blue Devil attack with five shots
on goal.

“We started off a little slow, just our
urgency and our effort was not there
to start off with and that’s what made
them go up, 2-0 early on. Then as we
picked up urgency and the speed of
play, we put more pressure on them in
the second half; just couldn’t finish
the chances that we created, and that’s
the game. Obviously we got back into
it with the PK at the end, which was
well deserved. Thought perhaps there

was another one early on that could
have been called as well, but at the
end, it’s not the officials, it’s our
ability to start off a little bit better. We
couldn’t find ourselves early on, and
that’s in the end what caused the
debacle,” said Westfield Head Coach
Eric Shaw.

The first Warrior goal came five
minutes into the game when junior
forward Cagnetta tucked in a shot at
the five-minute mark.

“The guy (Cagnetta) simply settled
it down after a clearance and tucked it
away top corner and there was not

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOON TO WEAR DIFFERENT HATS...Six Blue Devil girls have signed to continue their athletic careers at a higher level.
Pictured, left to right, are: Sarah Cronin (Brown University – swimming), Karli Sottung (The U.S. Naval Academy – soccer),
Mary Randazzo (University of Massachusetts – lacrosse), Alexis Kardias (University of Southern California – lacrosse),
Anna Tanji (College of the Holy Cross – lacrosse), and Caroline Baldwin (University of North Carolina – swimming). Back
row; Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick and Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary.

Courtesy of Charles Mullrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EARNING EVERY YARD...Blue Devil running back Eugene Rawles earned every bit of his 134 rushing yards against the
top-seeded Ridge Red Devils on November 15. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT WITH A MILLER...Raider Brian Howard, right, follows the ball after a Millburn Miller bangs a header during
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament on November 12. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

November 22, 1963 – 50 Years ago
President Kennedy Assassinated


