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– Obituaries –Elaine Werner Slabe, 75, Served On
Westfield ‘Y,’ Education Fund Boards

Elaine Werner Slabe, born Novem-
ber 2, 1938, died on Tuesday, No-
vember 12, 2013, at the age of 75.
She was the daughter of Edwin Mon-
roe Werner and Anna Navarro Werner.
She died from intestinal cancer at a
hospice in Manhattan.

Born in New York City, Elaine
spent 50 years living in the New
Jersey municipalities of Elizabeth,
Westfield and Mountainside until
returning to her hometown of Man-
hattan in 2006. She made profound
contributions civically in both New
Jersey and New York.

Active in the volunteer commu-
nity, she served on both the Westfield
YMCA and The Education Fund of

Westfield board of directors as a
member, primarily in fund-raising
capacities. She chaired local
fundraisers and various community
outreach programs benefiting both
businesses and residents alike.

She is survived by James Frank
Slabe, her husband of 40 years, and
two children, Teena Marie Louise
Hogan, age 57, of San Diego, Calif.
and Michael Edwin Lozado, age 55,
of Manalapan, N.J. She was preceded
in death by her parents and her three
siblings, Robert Werner, James
Werner and Geraldine Werner.

Cremation services were privately
held in New York.
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Carmina Villarin, 79, Enjoyed Family;
Was Hospital Chemistry Technologist
Carmina Lopez Villarin, 79, of West-

field passed away on Monday, No-
vember 11, at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital at Rahway sur-
rounded by her loving fam-
ily.

Mrs. Villarin was born
in Caguas, Puerto Rico, to
Anna and Raymond
Lopez. She was the oldest
child and was followed by
two brothers, Raymond
and Oscar. Carmina gradu-
ated in 1962 from Brook-
lyn Technical Institute and
studied medical and
chemical technologies.
She was employed by
Maimonides Hospital as a
chemistry technologist for
10 years and was a mem-
ber of the association of American
Medical Technologists.

Carmina married Luis A. Villarin
in 1956 and they lived in Hyde Park,
N.Y. for 20 years before moving to
Westfield, where they have lived for
the past 27 years. She enjoyed gar-
dening, cooking and dancing with
her husband and celebrating life with
her children and grandchildren. She
particularly enjoyed nurturing chil-
dren and animals with her infectious
love for life.

Mrs. Villarin was predeceased by
her two brothers, Oscar (1990) and
Raymond (1986), and is survived by
her loving husband of 57 years, Luis,
and her devoted children, L. Albert

Villarin, M.D. and his fiancée, Michelle
Walter, and Ronald H. Villarin and his
wife, Marie. She also is survived by
five grandchildren, Colin F. Villarin,

Katherine G. Villarin,
Connor H. Villarin, Parker
J. Villarin and Caroline M.
Villarin; three nieces, Diana
Lopez Azize, Elizabeth
Demkow and Marie Ruiz
Barry; her nephew, JR
Azize, and her dog, Chase.

A Funeral Mass was
celebrated on Friday, No-
vember 15, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.
Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. Arrangements
were by the Dooley Co-

lonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Carmina and the Villarin family
would like to thank all their family,
relatives and friends for being part of
her life.

In lieu of flowers, the family prefers
a donation in Carmina’s name to a
nearby facility, Children’s Specialized
Hospital, the largest pediatric rehabili-
tation healthcare system in the United
States, which Carmina absolutely loved
to talk about. The address is Children’s
Specialized Hospital, 150 New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside, N.J. 07092
or https://8224.thankyouforcaring.org/
cshdonation.
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Jean A. Kinney, 75, Was Area Teacher;
Enjoyed Choir, Bird Watching, Travel

Jean A. Kinney (Peters), 75, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Friday, November 15, 2013, sur-
rounded by her loving family.

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
raised in Hillsdale and resided in
Westfield for 50 years.

Mrs. Kinney was an English and
Spanish teacher for over 30 years.
She most recently taught grades 1
through 8 at St. Michael’s School in
Union. Jean received her bachelor’s
degree from Chestnut Hill College in
Philadelphia and her master’s degree
from Seton Hall University.

Jean was very active with the Holy
Trinity Senior Choir. She loved bird
watching and world travel and was
dedicated to the U.S. Lighthouse Pres-
ervation Society. Currently she was
pursuing her private pilot’s license.

She will be deeply missed by her
five children, nine grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren and one sister.
She was predeceased by her daugh-
ter, Laura A. Woerner (2007).

A Mass was celebrated on Tues-
day, November 19, 2013, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Holy
Trinity Senior Choir.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.
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Cdr. Raymond E. Paul
Commander Raymond E. Paul,

United States Navy (Retired), of
Westfield, N.J. passed away on Thurs-
day, November 7, 2013, after a brief
hospital stay with his wife and family
by his side.

The family requests that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to the
Garden Club of New Jersey Blue Star
Memorial Fund, which supports the
Blue Star Memorials and Gardens
dedicated to U.S. service men and
women, in honor of Commander
Raymond E. Paul, USN. Please send
checks made out to Garden Club of
New Jersey to: Susan O’Donnell,
GCNJ Blue Star Chairman, 209
Johnson Road, Whitehouse Station,
N.J. 08889-3311.

A memorial website has been es-
tablished at:
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Ruth Tedesco, 84, Fond of the Theatre;
Worked In Advertising, TV Production
Ruth Tedesco, 84, died on Friday,

November 15, 2013, from complica-
tions of stroke at the Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains, N.J.

Born Ruth Marie Cocho on April
6, 1929 in Twin Rocks, Pa. to Michael
and Anna Cocho (both deceased),
Ruth lived in the Cambria County
area of Pennsylvania until she was
17, when she moved to New York
City. She had a career in advertising
and television production prior to
her marriage in 1965 to Richard
Vincent Tedesco (deceased) in New
York City.

Moving to New Jersey in the early
1970s, Ruth Tedesco lived in
Oceanport, Berkeley Heights and
Summit before moving to Westfield in
1982, where she resided for 30 years.
It was important to her that she remain
close to New York City, her favorite

city, where she could continue to en-
joy the arts. She was a lifelong and
devoted fan of the theatre.

Ruth Tedesco was widowed in
1974. Her one sister, Betty Jane Cocho
(born 1927), died in New York City in
2009. Ruth Tedesco is survived by
her two daughters, Francesca
Crispino of Springfield, Va. and Chris-
tina Tedesco of South Plainfield, N.J.,
and her grandson, Richard Crispino
of Springfield, Va. She has three
nieces, Claudia Coleman, Viveca
Tedesco and Elissa Tedesco, in South-
ern California.

A Life Celebration will be held in
her honor on Saturday, November
23, 2013, at 2 p.m. at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street, West-
field, N.J. 07090.
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‘Y’ Invites Community
To ‘Gut Buster’ Swim
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area “Y” Aquatics Department will
host a special free Thanksgiving Gut
Buster Workout for adults and teens
ages 13 and older on Wednesday,
November 27, from 9:30 a.m. to noon
at the Main “Y” Facility, located at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Open to the community, this activ-
ity will include two-and-a-half hours
of calorie-burning workout just in
time to get ready for Thanksgiving
feasting. There will be Aqua Zumba,
Water Yoga and Deep Water Exer-
cise. Arthritis Aquatic Exercise also
will be available.

Interested persons are asked to call
Patti Cassiba at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 223, or e-mail her at
pcassiba@westfieldynj.org.

Torah Center Posts Dates
For Menorah Lightings

AREA — The Union County To-
rah Center (UCTC) has announced
that menorah lighting ceremonies will
take place in multiple communities
next week in celebration of Chanukah.
Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, will
begin on Wednesday, November 27,
at sundown and continue through
Wednesday, December 4.

A menorah lighting will be held
at the Westfield Train Station on
North Avenue on November 27 at
7 p.m. In Cranford, the menorah
lighting will take place across from
the municipal building, near the
gazebo, on Monday, December 2,
also at 7 p.m. There will be music,
refreshments and “Chanukah gelt”
for everyone in attendance.

The UCTC also will sponsor
menorahs at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 430
Park Avenue, and the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located at
1385 Route 22, East.

Additionally, the UCTC will
present a Kids Chanukah Day this
Sunday, November 24, at the Torah
Center, located at 509 Central Av-
enue in Westfield. A Chanukah Ol-
ive Press Workshop will be offered
at 11:30 a.m. This workshop will
demonstrate, with the help of par-
ticipants, the process the Maccabees
used to refine olive oil for the golden
menorah in the Chanukah story. Par-
ticipants will then light a menorah
with the oil they made. A Chanukah
Story and Crafts Hour will take
place from 2 to 2:45 p.m. Both of
these programs will be free and
open to the public. Reservations
are required for the Story and Crafts
Hour by tomorrow, Friday, Novem-
ber 22. For more information or to
respond, call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252, e-mail
info@torahcenter.org or visit
torahcenter.org.

The UCTC will sponsor a
“Chanukah on Ice” event at the Union
Sports Arena on Route 22, West, in
Union, next to Best Buy, on Saturday,
November 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. Par-
ticipants will skate to Jewish music

while watching a menorah being lit
in the center of the rink. Refresh-
ments will be served. The cost is $10
per person, including skates. Reser-
vations are not required. For more
information, call (908) 789-5252, e-
mail info@torahcenter.org or visit
torahcenter.org.

The UCTC will host a Family
Chanukah Party on Wednesday, De-
cember 4, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
center, featuring a traditional
Chanukah dinner with latkes, lasa-
gna and baked ziti; live entertain-
ment with Looney Louie’s Chanukah
Show, plus Chanukah gelt. The sug-
gested donation is $5 per person.
Sponsorships are $180. Reservations
are preferred but not required. For
further information, call (908) 789-
5252, e-mail info@torahcenter.org
or visit torahcenter.org.

Torah Center Plans
Dinner-Farbrengen

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center will hold a
Shabbaton-Friday Night Dinner and
“Chassidic Farbrengen” on Friday
evening, November 22, in honor of
Yud Tes Kislev (the 19th day of
Kislev) at 7 p.m. at the Torah Center,
located at 509 Central Avenue in
Westfield. The cost is $20 per adult
and $10 per child.

The 19th day of the Hebrew month
of Kislev (Yud-Tes Kislev) is the day
on which Rabbi Schneur Zalman of
Liadi, founder of the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, was freed from
his severe imprisonment in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, in 1798. A farbrengen is
an informal gathering at which people
celebrate their Judaism by means of
song, stories and words of inspiration.
In this case there also will be a fully
catered Shabbat meal.

The dinner and Farbrengen will be
open to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252, e-mail
info@torahcenter.org or register
online at torahcenter.org.

Westfield Weavers Set
Holiday Sale Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Westfield

Weavers Guild will hold its annual
Holiday Sale this Saturday, Novem-
ber 23, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at a new
location, the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, second floor, located at 1916
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Fifteen members of the Westfield
Weavers will sell holiday gifts, in-
cluding hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind,
hand woven and hand knitted wear-
able clothing and accessories such as
jackets, scarves, mittens, hats and
socks, hand woven and printed table
linens and household items, hand
knitted baby garments, blankets and
toys, wall hangings, baskets, orna-
ments and jewelry, among other mer-
chandise. In addition, three guest art-
ists will show pottery and handmade
soap products.

Demonstrations of weaving and
spinning techniques will be held
throughout the day and visitors will
have an opportunity to try their hand
at weaving.

The Westfield Weavers Guild was
formed in 1947 by approximately 12
people interested in weaving and other
crafts. The group has since grown to 23
members who meet once a month to
study the art of weaving and its related
skills. For more information, call the
Westfield Weavers Guild at (908) 397-
8130 or visit westfieldweavers.org.

Thrift Shop Posts Schedule,
Holiday Boutique Opening

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will be closed Thanksgiving week
from November 26 to 29. It will re-
open on Saturday, November 30, for
its “Black Saturday” sales event. Ev-
erything in the store will be offered at
50 percent off the ticketed price.

The shop’s annual Christmas/holi-
day boutique will begin on Tuesday,
December 3. Featured will be new,
unused items in original packaging.
The gift boutique table will be re-
plenished daily from the shop’s large
inventory. The Christmas/holiday
boutique will continue through Sat-
urday, December 21. The shop will
then close for the remainder of the
holiday season and will reopen on
Thursday, January 2.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served lo-
cal communities since 1974. Since its
founding, the League has donated $1.1
million to local causes. To learn more
about the League or League member-
ship, call (908) 322-5420, visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com or
speak to a volunteer at the shop. Shop
hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Donations are always welcome dur-
ing business hours. Free parking is
available on the street and in the rear
of the building. Visitors are asked to
enter the parking lot via Willow Street.

Shopping Fundraiser
On Tap Tonight

WESTFIELD — The Junior
Woman’s Club of Westfield will hold
its 2013 Shopping Fundraiser this
evening, Thursday, November 21,
from 5 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Various vendors will have merchan-
dise for sale, including totes, bags,
jewelry, cosmetics, children’s clothes,
athletic wear and books, among other
items. Proceeds will support NJ Seeds,
an organization that helps underprivi-
leged individuals get a better educa-
tion. For more information about NJ
Seeds, visit njseeds.org.

Union Co. Libraries to Begin
Food Drive on Monday

AREA — The Union County Pub-
lic Libraries will sponsor a food drive
during which local public libraries
will accept donations of non-perish-
able food items to benefit the New
Jersey Community FoodBank and
other local food pantries during the
holiday season. The drive will take
place from Monday, November 25,
through Monday, December 16.

Collection bins will be located at
the public libraries. Library staff will
then route 100 percent of the dona-
tions to designated food banks.

The New Jersey Community
FoodBank assists by supplying food
to more than 1,500 non-profit chari-
ties in 19 counties, including soup
kitchens, food pantries, shelters, lo-
cal food banks, after-school programs
and senior citizen centers.

Groceries most urgently needed
are canned meat and fish; canned
soups and stews; peanut butter in
plastic jars; boxed pasta and rice;
powdered milk; infant formula;
canned vegetables and fruits.

Participating libraries include: Ber-
keley Heights Public Library, Clark
Public Library, Cranford Public Li-
brary, Elizabeth Public Library,
Garwood Free Public Library,
Kenilworth Public Library, Linden
Public Library, New Providence Me-
morial Library, Plainfield Public Li-
brary, Rahway Public Library, Roselle
Public Library, Springfield Public Li-
brary, Summit Public Library, Union
Free Public Library and the Westfield
Memorial Library. For more informa-

tion, individuals may contact their li-
brary or visit the Union County Public
Libraries’ website, luccnj.org.

NAMI to Spotlight
Suicide Intervention
WESTFIELD — People who at-

tend NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) Union County’s
public meeting on Tuesday, No-
vember 26, will learn about suicide
intervention from representatives of
the CONTACT We Care helpline.
The meeting, beginning at 7:30
p.m., will take place at American
Legion Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.
There is no charge to attend.

CONTACT We Care will offer tips
for intervening in a presentation by
Executive Director Joanne Oppelt
and trainer Fran McTernan. Helpline
workers have training and experi-
ence dealing with suicide situations
and will share their knowledge with
those in attendance. CONTACT We
Care is a statewide helpline service
with the mission of “soothing souls
and saving lives.” The local hotline
number is (908) 232-2880.

Refreshments and free literature
will be provided and the newly up-
dated NAMI Union County Resource
Guide will be available. For informa-
tion, or in the event of inclement
weather, call (908) 233-1628 or e-
mail namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Garwood Lions Plan
Pancake Breakfast

GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-
ons Club will hold the organization’s
annual Pancake Breakfast this Sun-
day, November 24, from 8 a.m. to
noon at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue in Garwood. Ad-
mission will be $7 per person; chil-
dren under age 6 will be admitted for
free. The menu will include assorted
juices, homemade pancakes, bacon
and sausage as well as tea or coffee.

Although best known for the col-
lection of used eyewear, the Lions
also raise funds for multiple ongoing
projects which serve the visually-
impaired, scholarships for local resi-
dents, the borough’s annual Hallow-
een Parade and Senior Citizens Pic-
nic, as well as providing financial
support to youth baseball, educational
endeavors and Scouting. For infor-
mation regarding the upcoming
breakfast or Lions membership, call
Lion Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

WEAVING THEIR WAY...Westfield Weavers prepare for their Holiday Sale,
which will take place this Saturday, November 23, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at a new
location — the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad headquarters, second floor, at 1916
Bartle Avenue. Pictured, from left to right, are: Arleen Levine of North Plainfield,
Liz Heine of Plainfield and Marie Ozmon of North Plainfield.

Temple Turkey Drive
To Benefit Needy

WESTFIELD — Temple Emanu-
El will hold its 12th Annual Thanks-
giving Turkey Drive to help feed
needy families in Union County. Area
residents are asked to donate frozen
turkeys in a tied plastic bag, along
with canned and packaged goods
suitable for Thanksgiving. Donations
should not be in glass containers.

Items may be brought to the temple
parking lot during the following
dates and times: Sunday, November
24, 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; Monday,
November 25, 9 to 9:30 a.m. and
2:30 to 3:15 p.m., and Tuesday, No-
vember 26, 9 to 9:30 a.m. and 4 to 7
p.m. Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The food will be distributed to
needy families through the efforts of
The Mandy Reichman Feeding Pro-
gram in conjunction with the
StreetLight Mission and members
of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
For more information, contact
Carolyn Shane, executive director,
at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114, or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
the temple website, tewnj.org.

Carmina Villarin

St. Bart’s Announces
Giving Tree Tradition
SCOTCH PLAINS — A Christ-

mas tradition will get underway this
Saturday, November 23, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains,
when The Christmas Giving Tree
appears in the narthex of the church.

In addition to its sparkling lights,
the tree will be laden with almost
1,000 tags in 10 different colors repre-
senting the specific wishes and needs
of children and adults in 10 different
service organizations, among them
The Arc of Union County; Raphael’s
Life House of Elizabeth; Missionaries
of Charity of St. Theresa of Newark
and United Family and Children’s
Society of Plainfield, that provide them
with vital care.

The request for a wish list from
these organizations goes out in Sep-
tember so that a group of St.
Bartholomew women can create spe-
cifically detailed tags that will appear
on The Christmas Giving Tree.

Parishioners select tags from the
tree and purchase the requested
items, gift-wrap them and return
them to the narthex of the church,
where the men of the Holy Name
Society sort the packages and de-
liver them to the receiving institu-
tions before Christmas Day.


