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COUNTY – A Union County grand
jury on November 13 returned an indict-
ment on a charge of first-degree murder
filed against the man accused of beating
a Clark resident to death earlier this year,
acting Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park announced.

Caleb Lawrence McGillvary, 25, who
has no established home address, is
charged in connection with the May 12
death of 74-year-old Joseph Galfy, Jr.
Investigators found the body of Mr.
Galfy in his home on May 13 after
officers were called to the scene for a
welfare check, according to the facts of
the case, which is being prosecuted by
Union County Assistant Prosecutor Scott
Peterson.

Mr. Galfy, an attorney with the
Rahway law firm of Kochanski Baron
& Galfy PC, had been the attorney for
the Fanwood Planning Board at one
point. Mr. Galfy died of blunt force
trauma to the head, according autopsy
findings.

The Star-Ledger reported in May
that Mr. Galfy and McGillvary met in
Times Square on May 11. They spent
the next 24 hours together, most of it in
Mr. Galfy’s Clark home. Their associa-

tion turned violent after a sexual en-
counter.

According to the prosecutor’s office,
McGillvary remained at large for several
days, until an employee at a Pennsylva-
nia coffee shop phoned in a tip that led
investigators to arrest him at a Grey-
hound Lines bus terminal in Philadel-
phia, Mr. Peterson said.

McGillvary is better known as ‘Kai
the hatchet-wielding hitchhiker’ after
a video of him coming to several
people’s aid against a violent attacker
went viral on the Internet and on social
media.

He is expected to be arraigned before
the end of the year and could face a
sentence of 30 years to life at trial. This
remains an active investigation, and any-
one with information about the case is
being asked to contact Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Detective Johnny Ho
at (908) 527-4509.

County Hires Deputy Mgr. As Two Dept.
Directors Leave for Other Positions

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County Manager
Al Faella announced last Thursday the
hiring of William Reyes of Mountainside
as the  new deputy manager, a position
that has vacant since the retirement of Liz
Genievich, who was deputy county man-
ager and director of administrative ser-
vices, in February 2012.

Mr. Reyes comes from the City of
Elizabeth where he was director of plan-
ning and community development and
had a salary of $122,033. He will be paid
$133,980 with the county.

Mr. Reyes began his career in 1999 in the
City of Elizabeth’s Office of Public Infor-
mation and served as the office’s director of
public relations. In his most recent position
he was responsible for the management of
the Community Development Block Grant
Program (distribution of more than $3 mil-
lion in funds), the Economic Development
and Public Information Bureaus, the Eliza-
beth Home Improvement Program and the
Office of Relocation.

He graduated from Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains, and Rutgers
University in New Brunswick, where he
obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Communi-
cations and Spanish.

At Thursday’s meeting, Mr. Faella said
he decided to hire a deputy county man-
ager due to recent personnel changes.
Matthew DiRado, who has served in the
dual role of director of administrative
services and head of Division of Person-

nel Management and Labor Relations,
left the county payroll last week for a
human resources director position with
the New Jersey Education Association.
Cherron Rountree, deputy director of
parks, recreation and community renewal,
left the county the previous week to be-
come the business administrator for the
City of Rahway. Mr. DiRado was being
paid $122,399 while Ms. Rountree was
making $91,737.

In addition, Mr. Faella said a another
department head has had “some personal
issues and has been out for some time.”

“Mr. Reyes will be assisting me but he
will also be taking on a number of duties
in both parks and economic development,”
Mr. Faella said. “In terms of moving for-
ward, I am in the process of completing a
reorganization plan with respect to the
entire county.” Mr. Faella said as part of
the reorganization plan, Mr. Reyes will be
taking on a role as a department director as
well as serving as deputy county manager.

In a county press release issued Mon-
day, Mr. Faella, pointing to the pending
implementation of major initiatives re-
garding the Union County golf division,
the jail and economic development, noted
that the timing was right to hire Mr.
Reyes as deputy county manager. “We
are going to have to roll up our sleeves
and get to work,” Mr. Faella said. “Bill
will be able to greatly assist in these
endeavors.”

On another issue, commenting on
Cranford resident Tina Renna’s question

on Niel Palmieri, former director of fa-
cilities management for the county who
pled guilty to mail fraud earlier this year,
Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said, “We do not tolerate those who steal
from our county and there are measures
in place...especially an asset management
system over the last year.” She said the
county will take “full action for any em-
ployee that abuses our system.”

Mr. Palmieri, who was making
$111,804 at the time of his resignation in
September, filed invoices with vendors
for products the county never received.
The loss to the county was said to be
between $120,000 and $200,000 over a
five-year period.

Michael Brennan is currently the act-
ing director of the facilities management
division within the Department Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities.

Summit Councilman Thomas
Getzendanner commented on a resolu-
tion to add another $527,207 to the con-
tract of KemperSports Management of
North Brook, Ill, which manages the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping Hill
in Kenilworth and Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains. The new contract total is $5.8
million.

Mr. Getzendanner noted that Mor-
ris County is laying off 36 employees
and privatizing its three golf facili-
ties. He said if Union County were to
privatize its golf courses it would
“obviate Kemper’s entire $5,757,000
contract.”

Union County Clerk
Offers Vets ID Cards
WESTFIELD – In honor of Veterans

Month, Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi reminds any honorably dis-
charged veteran living in Union County
that they can receive a free identification
card at the County Clerk’s offices in
Westfield and Elizabeth.

The Veterans ID Card Act was signed
into law last year. The card is available to
veterans whose original Certificate of
Honorable Discharge and/or DD-214
forms are recorded at the Union County
Clerk’s office. It can assist veterans in
receiving educational benefits, death ben-
efits, licenses, local property tax rebates
and discounts at big retailer box stores
when presented with other identification.

If the original discharge documents
are lost, veterans can write to the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center, Mili-
tary Personnel Records, 1 Archives Drive,
St. Louis, Mo. 63138. Those who have
already recorded their documents with
the Union County Clerk can call her
office at (908) 659-7403 for additional
information.

The County Clerk’s Office in
Westfield, located in the Colleen Fraser
Building at 300 North Avenue East, is
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday; 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday; and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday.
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