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CRAFT SHOW & PET EXPO WESTFIELD ARMORY
500 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ

Saturday, Nov. 30  9am - 5pm
Sunday, Dec. 1  10am - 4pm

Go to gfnj.org for more information. 
Admission $6 ($5 with ad)
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CRAFT SHOW & PET EXPO

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Patty Noerr
BON JOUR...Although Don and Patty Noerr moved from Westfield 10 years ago
and retired to the Adirondacks, they have remained steadfast subscribers to The
Westfield Leader. A weekly edition accompanied them on their recent river cruise
through France, which ultimately landed them in Paris.

were forwarded to four hard phone
lines established inside the com-
mand center while Garwood had
Verizon reroute all 9-1-1 calls to
the Westfield Police Department,
where they rang inside the com-
mand center and were answered by
dispatchers utilizing laptop com-
puters. Westfield also programmed
Garwood’s paging system for both
the borough’s fire department and
rescue squad into the command
center so that Westfield could page
out for additional resources if
needed by Garwood.

“So it was just like taking their
dispatch center, picking up and
moving it right into our trailer,”
Chief Wayman said. “Anything they
were capable of doing in their head-
quarters and in their dispatch cen-
ter, they were able to do in our
command center.”

Throughout the operation, West-
field Captain Chris Battiloro was
present for assistance along with a
Garwood officer. Garwood’s Lt.
Wright and dispatchers John Drone
and Cassey Crooks answered 9-1-1
calls in the command center.

When asked if Westfield had
charged Garwood for its services,
Chief Wayman responded, “We’re
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Command Center
not a selfish community, nor are we
a selfish police department. We
would offer assistance to anyone,
and Garwood being our neighbor,
we will share services with them at
any time.”

“Just like anything, police work
is a partnership, and we’re partners
with Garwood just like any of our
neighbors,” he added.

Garwood police also were im-
pressed with how the command cen-
ter kept their department’s dispatch
operating.

“The command center made such
an effortless transition that the only
way to know the building was empty
and without power was to drive by
and see it for yourself,” Lt. Wright
said. “Chief Underhill and the mem-
bers of the Garwood Police Depart-
ment would like to thank Chief
Wayman and the members of the
Westfield Police Department for
making a tough day a great suc-
cess.”

the respective towns’ police depart-
ments, many residents knew little
about it. He suggested the commis-
sion keep the public informed of the
process as it moves forward.

Ann Saltzman, of the commission’s
finance committee, said she did some
online research through the Founda-
tion Library in Manhattan and iden-
tified three possible funding sources
for the study. She said much more
research and reaching out would be
needed to connect with a donor. Fred
Lange of the finance committee said
he and his wife had gone to the Eliza-
beth Library in person for the same
purpose. The commission had a dis-
cussion on looking into becoming a
non-profit entity in order to seek fund-
ing.

Fanwood resident Michael Lewis
reminded the group that consolida-
tion might entail retirement settle-
ments that would have to be spread
out over a five-year period and other
costs of transition.

The commission then adjourned.
The next meeting will be on Wednes-
day, December 11, at 7 p.m. at the
board of education office at the Ever-
green School. The commission’s re-
organization for 2014 was set for
Wednesday, January 8.

connected to the adjoining building by
corridors. A secondary driveway for
emergency and other vehicles leading
from the main driveway into the quad
area will be re-routed and some exist-
ing pole lighting will be relocated.

Mr. Capodice told the board that the
Vo-Tech’s board of education is ex-
pected to award a construction contract
at its meeting on Monday, November
25, with ground broken in January for
a project expected to last about 16
months and completed by late spring
2015.

Architect Laurence Uher briefed the
board on the floor plans for the two-
story facility, which will have five class-
rooms on each floor, a fitness center on
the first floor along with administrative
offices and, on the second floor, three
science labs. He said that solar panels
will be installed on the roof.

The board was receptive to the plans,
and at the end of the presentation, Mr.
Capodice thanked the township for
“being such good neighbors for the last
17 years.”

Prior to the start of the meeting,
Councilman William Vastine was sworn
in as a planning board member, replac-
ing Louis Beckerman, the former town-
ship councilman and the council’s rep-
resentative to the board, who was de-
feated in a special election earlier this
month.
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the park simultaneously.
Resident Michael Lewis sug-

gested that the council consider re-
directing the grant money that will
provide half the funds for the skate
park towards other pressing
projects. Resident Phyllis Mahoney
agreed with Mr. Lewis and identi-
fied drainage and repair of the ten-
nis courts at Forest Road Park as
one such project.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky explained that redirect-
ing the grant money would require
special permission from the grant-
ors. He said that Fanwood’s De-
partment of Public Works is already
seeking to remediate drainage prob-
lems at the tennis courts. The only
solution appears to be to replace the
courts entirely.

Mayor Mahr told Ms. Mahoney
that implementing the skate park is a
long-term project and will not pre-
clude addressing the tennis courts.
Tennis court upgrades will be part of
budget planning in the coming fiscal
year.

Four teenage residents, Dylan
Redfield, Sagar Patel, Zach Miller
and Julian Iarussi, spoke in favor of
the skate park.

Dylan pointed out that while many
other tennis courts exist in town,
there are no legal places for Fan-
wood teens to skateboard.

Zach asked community members
to think past skateboarding stereo-
types. He said skateboarding was
the least aggressive of several sports
he plays, as it involves no inter-
player competition.

“It’s all about having fun,” Sagar

agreed.
Julian observed that having a sepa-

rate place to skate would make non-
skateboarding areas safer for kids
who do not skate, and would give
older skaters a place to help young
skaters learn. “It’s really a commu-
nity,” he said.

After closing the meeting to the
public, the council agreed to ap-
prove the next step, which would be
creating a design for the park.

Mayor Mahr thanked the residents
for their feedback. She reiterated
that the recreation commissioners
had performed “due diligence”
through outreach and thorough con-
sideration before making their unani-
mous proposal. The mayor prom-
ised that “making sure [the skate
park] is not a nuisance is priority
number one…[Forest Road Park] has
to be a park for everyone.”

In other news, Ethel Paoletti, who
writes for the Fanwoodian, was
named Volunteer of the Month.
Mayor Mahr announced that Fan-
wood will still accept food pantry
donations at Borough Hall, despite
the closure of the Scotch Plains’
food pantry. Councilman Anthony
Parenti said an electronic sign, mod-
eled after Garwood’s, will be com-
ing soon. Council President Russell
Huegel reported that paving and
lighting in the municipal parking
lot are complete. Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell asked residents to
support the Fanwood Memorial
Library’s online “Close the Gap”
fundraiser.

The council will have an agenda
meeting on Tuesday, December 3.
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Fanwood Council

housed.
According to the

Science2Students website, the lab
was started in 2009 by scientists
and entrepreneurs Donald Truss,
Paul Winslow and Richard Meyer
to give students a chance to work
side-by-side with local scientists
using modern sophisticated equip-
ment obtained from Dow Chemi-
cal, Novartis, Roche and many oth-
ers.

Ms. Bajaj stated that not only
does the program offer students a
chance to further study from the Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) subjects, but
also lessons on how to work in a team
setting, conflict resolution, time man-
agement and workplace readiness
skills. She also stated that students
participating in the program are tested
before and after the program to moni-
tor how the program is helping. She
stated that the students had just par-
ticipated in their first experiment in
November on the properties of matter
and are scheduled to return in January
and June. She said fees for the chil-
dren to participate were funded by the
Educational Enrichment Foundation
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Ms. Bajaj also stated that the district
has just secured a $19,000 district-
wide grant, which will allow 1,000
students in sixth through ninth grade
a chance to work on a web-based
program from the National Science
Teachers Association and the U.S.
Army. The program allows students
a chance to compete in teams for
regional and national awards in an
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
attempt to solve real problems in
communities.

At the end of the meeting Mr.
Whitehouse congratulated the
newly-elected members of the board,
Nancy Bauer and Charlotte Schirmal
from Scotch Plains and Amy Winkler
from Fanwood. Ms. Bauer and Ms.
Winkler were reelected, while Ms.
Schirmal will be a new board mem-
ber.

The next board meeting will be
tonight, Thursday, November 21,
at 7:30 p.m. in the BOE administra-
tive offices on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

Woman Found Dead at
Garwood Train Station

GARWOOD - According to the
NJ Transit Police, a woman was
found dead Tuesday morning on
the south side of the Garwood train
platform, by the Garwood Police
Department.

Garwood Police Captain Doug
Stoffer said the woman, who was
approximately 50 years old, was
found slumped over a bench at about
1:45 a.m.

The investigation was turned over
to the NJ Transit Police, who stated
they are in the process of trying to
identify the woman. A preliminary
investigation has determined that
there were no signs of foul play and
the cause of death has been deter-
mined to be of natural causes.

If you have any information on the
identity of the woman, call the NJ
Transit Police at (973) 491-8677.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
GREETINGS FROM HANOI…Bob Cozzolina poses on King Island Golf Course
in Vietnam with The Westfield Leader and two women.

SP Council Discusses SPMC,
Downtown Parking Meters

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Saying she was
“increasingly concerned” about how the
Scotch Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC) is being operated, Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella wants the township gov-
ernment to exercise some added oversight
over the group charged with overseeing
downtown revitalization.

At the township council’s conference
meeting last week, Mrs. Gialanella raised
several concerns, including what she said
was the SPMC’s failure to complete its
2012 audit on time, what she claimed was
an effort by the SPMC board of directors to
conduct votes via e-mail and questions
about how the group is spending what
money it has on hand. She noted that $33,000
is being spent to purchase more than 100
new snowflake-shaped holiday decorations
to be installed on utility poles in the down-
town business district, and asked how that
would serve to entice shoppers into the
area.

The deputy mayor asked Township
Manager Jerry Giamis to require the SPMC
to make its meeting minutes and its agendas
publicly available and to emphasize to those
board members that votes via e-mail are not
permitted. She also wondered what should
be done with the group going forward. The
council early this year suspended the $400
annual assessment levied on commercial
property owners that has funded the SPMC’s
budget, and at year’s end, the group is
expected to have no money remaining to
fund any activities in 2014. She raised the
notion of revising in unspecified ways the
ordinance that created the SPMC and sus-
pending the group while other options are
looked into.

Mayor Kevin Glover, who is a member
of the SPMC board, countered that the
2012 audit is being completed and said he
was not aware of any votes being con-
ducted via e-mail. But he did say the SPMC
“hasn’t been managed properly since the
outset” five years ago.

Other council members briefly discussed
the organization’s future, with Councilman
Michael Marcus saying he was concerned
about the SPMC’s “goals, purpose and
direction.” Councilman William Vastine, a
frequent critic of what he feels has been
excessive political meddling in the SPMC’s
operations, said that property and business
owners — “without the politicians” —
should meet and “come up with a vision
and a plan” for the downtown. Noting that
every other special improvement district
(SID) in New Jersey has had “overwhelm-
ing success,” he said that without the lead-
ership of business and property owners,
“we’ll be the only one in the state that’s
failed.” He said the purchase of the snow-
flake decorations was, to him, “tangible
evidence of something being done” to en-
hance the downtown.

Noting Mr. Vastine’s emphasis on the
importance of listening to the business and
property owners, Mayor Glover stated that
those owners “have said they don’t need a
SID.” While admitting he did not like the
current mix of businesses, the mayor pointed
out the low vacancy rates in the downtown.

In other business last week, the prospect
of installing parking meters in the down-
town business district and in municipal
parking lots was raised, but quickly swatted
down by most council members — with the
governing body instead pushing to have

existing parking ordinances more strictly
enforced in an effort to deter commuters
from using free parking spots during the
week.

Mr. Giaimis told the council that town-
ship parking lots are often full during the
day, likely with cars used by commuters
who park and then ride buses into New
York, Newark and elsewhere, resulting in
limited parking for downtown shoppers
and others. “I want to gauge your appetite”
for the idea of parking meters, he said
cautiously. Unlike most area business dis-
tricts, parking in Scotch Plains has been
free.

He said simply enforcing a two-hour
parking limit is “not practical” because it
would entail always having a police officer
on duty roaming the parking lots and the
streets seeking out violators. He said the
revenue from parking meters could be in
the $100,000 to $200,000 range annually.
Mayor Glover, who was the only council
member to signal any openness to the con-
cept of meters, said the money from meters
could be used to fund commercial district
redevelopment projects.

But the other four members opposed the
idea, with Mrs. Gialanella saying the town-
ship needs to create an “effective plan for
commuters” instead of creating a situation
that forces people to pay to park in the
downtown. Councilman Vastine agreed,
saying that some township-owned prop-
erty outside of the downtown could possi-
bly be used for commuter parking. Coun-
cilman Marcus said he favored “more vig-
orous enforcement” of the parking limits
that are presently in force.

Another hot-button issue discussed last
week was the idea of bagging autumn
leaves instead of sweeping them into the
street in advance of pickup. Mr. Marcus,
saying that “year after year, the issue comes
up,” pointed to numerous township streets
being reduced essentially to unsafe, one-
lane thoroughfares due to leaf piles extend-
ing far into the roadways. Bags, he said,
would provide for a “neater, safer environ-
ment.” Mrs. Gialanella disagreed, saying
the solution was better collection efforts by
the township public works department. The
idea of leaving leaves on residential proper-
ties until the time of scheduled collection
was raised by Mr. Vastine. Mr. Giaimis will
talk with the public works department about
possible solutions.

The council last week also approved a
resolution awarding a contract not to ex-
ceed $8,200 to TBR Architects and Plan-
ners LLC to examine the condition of the
building, roof and foundation of the build-
ing at Scotch Hills Country Club. The
evaluation by the Livingston-based firm is
part of the township’s effort to preserve the
200-year-old building, which was origi-
nally known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club and was the country’s first
African-American owned and operated
country club. The building’s roof and foun-
dation will be examined first, and Mayor
Glover was hopeful that a new roof could
be installed before winter.

At last week’s meeting, Llewellyn Jones
was sworn in as a member of the governing
body, becoming the second Republican on
the five-member council. Mr. Jones de-
feated Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman in a special election two weeks
ago and will serve out the remaining 14
months of an unexpired term.

Mr. Beckerman’s departure set the stage
last week for a somewhat absurd three-way
race amongst council members to take his
place as the council’s representative on the
planning board. Deputy Mayor Gialanella
nominated herself for the assignment while
Mayor Glover nominated Councilman
Marcus and Mr. Marcus nominated Coun-
cilman Vastine. On the first roll call, on
Mrs. Gialanella’s nomination, she was the
only one of the five council members to
vote in her favor. On the vote for Mr.
Marcus, he was supported only by Mayor
Glover. The vote to appoint Mr. Vastine to
the planning board was backed by Mr.
Marcus, Mr. Jones and Mr. Vastine, with
the mayor and deputy mayor voting no.

See it all on the Web!
goleader.com

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
CELEBRATION…A good time was had by all at the Fanwood Rescue Squad
65th anniversary event held at the Evangel Church last Saturday. Pictured,
squad members and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr pose with the cake.


