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Courtesy of The Westfield Police Department
HELPING HAND...Westfield’s Mobile Command Center was used to assist Garwood in keeping the borough’s police
department up and running while the borough installed a new stand-by generator, which required all power to be cut to
borough hall, including the police department.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
QUICK THINKING…Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella presents
a resolution to Jazmyn Carrington of Scotch Plains commending her for her
quick actions in saving the life of a fellow student at Union County Academy for
Performing Arts in Scotch Plains by performing the Heimlich maneuver.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
PHOTO BOMBER…Fanwood Rescue Squad First Lt. Patty Buckridee clowns
with daughters, Zoey and Karolyn; Sgt. Rob Villegas and Rescue Squad Presi-
dent Nancy Mustachio at the Evangel Church November 16 for the squad’s 65th
anniversary gala.

Courtesy of Walter Wells, U.S. Marine Corps

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...A “Birthday Ball,” marking the 238th birthday of the
United States Marine Corps, was held at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains
on November 10. Pictured, from left to right, are: James Checchio, former Scotch
Plains Mayor Mauro Checchio, Kelly Terrell and Walter Wells of the U.S.
Marines, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover and, in the front, Luke Checchio.

WPD Command Ctr. Helps Keep
Garwood Dispatch Operating

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Westfield’s Mobile
Command Center got its first real
test last week when neighboring
Garwood used it to keep the
borough’s police department up and
running while the borough installed
a new stand-by generator, which
required all power to be cut to bor-
ough hall including the police de-
partment.

The Garwood Police Department
purchased a generator to power bor-
ough hall, including the police de-

partment, through funding by a New
Jersey Office of Emergency Man-
agement sub-grant for disaster pre-
paredness.

While it was apparent that busi-
ness would not be as usual, Garwood
Police Chief Bruce Underhill and
the members of the Garwood Po-
lice Department said they were de-
termined to provide the same level
of service and handle the situation
with a minimum of inconvenience
to the public.

The department looked at a num-
ber of options, including transfer-

ring vital police jobs to neighbor-
ing police departments and moving
portable generators in with power
cords snaked through the building,
but all options were less than ideal,
said Lt. Jim Wright of the Garwood
Police Department.

It was during this time that
Garwood learned that the neigh-
boring Westfield Police Department
had purchased a new mobile com-
mand center tailor-made for the job
Garwood needed. Equipped with
four work stations, the mobile com-
mand center has the ability to be
programmed with all of the radio,
phone and computer systems, in-
cluding 9-1-1, that are required to
run the police department.

Westfield Police Chief David
Wayman said he was contacted in
October by Chief Underhill to see
if the Westfield Police Department
could assist Garwood, and Chief
Wayman agreed to help.

“It was the first actual practical
exercise that we’ve done to ensure
that the capabilities of the com-
mand center are what we expect
them to be,” Chief Wayman said.
He said it was the first time his
department did 9-1-1 dispatching
from the command center.

The Garwood police visited the
Westfield Police Department two
to three weeks in advance, where
they viewed the department mobile
command center and learned of its
capabilities. So on November 13,
Garwood closed its borough hall
for the day while the Westfield Po-
lice Department arrived early in the
morning with the command center
and generator truck, the latter of
which was used to supply power for
lighting certain areas of the interior
of the police department needed for
police operations during the day.
Operating from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., the
generator truck used 30 of the 40
gallons of diesel fuel it carries.

Chief Wayman said all of
Garwood’s non-emergency calls
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Consolidation Commission
Gets Bids to Study Merger

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Commission has received bids to con-
duct a study to merge the two towns.
The bids were opened at the
commission’s meeting last Wednes-
day at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education office.

Marc Pfieffer, assistant director of
the Bloustein Local Government Re-
search Center, a consultant to the
commission, opened bids that were a
response to RFPs the panel had sent
out seeking professionals to conduct
the study.

The Government Strategy Group,
of New Providence, sent in a certified
bid for $115,000. The Center for Gov-
ernment Research submitted a bid of
$85,000, but after 10 months the cen-
ter would charge between $500 and
$1,500 a meeting. The third bid was
from Daniel Mason of Jersey Profes-

sional Management of Cranford, the
firm that had done a shared-services
study for the two towns in 2010.
Jersey Professional Management is
asking for $17,450 to update the re-
port it had already done and also is
seeking an hourly fee of between
$150 to $375.

“We do have an interesting issue;
the incumbent has the advantage,”
Mr. Pfieffer said. “We could meet
with the people (bidders). They ex-
pect the township and the borough to
submit information on a timely ba-
sis.” The Government Strategy Group
included a CD, which Mr. Pfieffer
gave to Commission Chairman Don
Parisi, who said he would make cop-
ies of it for commission members.

Jack Molenaar, a commission
member and Fanwood councilman,
said when Fanwood and Scotch Plains
recently held a community meeting
about the possible consolidation of
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Vo-Tech to Add New
Building to Campus

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
is planning an expansion at its Raritan
Road campus that will add about 30,000
square feet of classroom and office
space to serve its nearly 1,500 students.

Representatives from the school ap-
peared before the planning board last
Wednesday to give board members
what is called a “courtesy hearing,” an
overview of what is being planned
even though board approval for the
expansion is not needed. Vo-Tech Su-

perintendent Peter Capodice said the
various academies that make up the Vo-
Tech are seeking additional classrooms,
10 of which, in addition to new labs,
will be included in the new two-story
building.

Engineer Robert Gregoria explained
that the new building will be situated
beyond the baseball field’s right-field
fence, on the opposite side of the drive-
way leading from Raritan Road into
the campus’ main parking lot. A small
building there will be razed to make
room for the new one, which will be
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Due to Thanksgiving, the
Thursday, November 28, edition
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will be delivered on Fri-
day, November 29. Production
of the paper will remain the same
and submissions should be sent
according to normal deadlines.

SP-F BOE Hears Audit
Report, Science Presentation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education (BOE)
meeting held last Thursday night,
members heard an audit report from
Heidi Wohlleb, a partner from the
Nisivoccia LLP Group.

During her presentation, Ms.
Wohlleb stated that auditors had
spent time over the summer months
compiling the year-end report end-
ing June 30, 2013. She then noted
that three to four team members
came back again in September for
another two weeks. Auditors looked
at receipts and revenue, bills, em-
ployees and grant money. She noted
that they also looked at the student
activity fees and food services and
reviewed cash disbursements.

Ms. Wohlleb said the auditors
looked specifically at federal grant
money received to make sure the
district was spending money the
way it said it would. She also noted
that all  mandated county
superintendent’s office reports from
the district were all “filed timely.”

She stated that the auditors were
“very impressed with the accuracy
of records kept,” and thanked Busi-
ness Administrator Deborah
Saridaki and the business office for
their diligence.

The only recommendation that
Ms. Wohlleb offered was that de-
posits made for Terrill Middle
School student activities be made
“in a more timely manner.” She
noted, however, that the lapse in
time was only one week.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
thanked Mrs. Saridaki for her work

and stated to the taxpayers that he
hoped the report would help to re-
inforce the district’s good fiduciary
responsibilities, adding, “We are
having another good year.” Board
member Betty Anne Woerner said,
“This audit shows that we are in
good financial shape, that we have
a balanced budget and that we are
living within our budget.”

In other business, a presentation
was made by Mridula Bajaj, Kin-
dergarten through 12 science su-
pervisor for the district. Ms. Bajaj
talked about a new program called
Science 2 Students, which has just
started within the district.

In her presentation, she noted that
the number of young people going
into the science fields in college is
statistically decreasing while jobs
in the science and healthcare fields
are increasing. She noted that the
new program brings 40 select stu-
dents from Park and Terrill Middle
Schools to a laboratory in East
Hanover, where the
Science2Students program is
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Fanwood Council Gives Approval
For Skate Park Design Process

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Monday’s
regular meeting, the borough coun-
cil gave the Fanwood Recreation
Commission approval to begin de-
signing a skateboard park for For-
est Road Park.

Before granting approval, the
council heard again from the recre-
ation commission and opened the
floor for public comment. Some
attendees raised concerns, while
others lauded the proposed park for
reaching out to the borough’s
underserved 12- to 17-year-old de-
mographic and for providing a safe
location in which to practice a popu-
lar, low-impact sport.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
assured resident Carol Krauss, who
worried about potential lawsuits,
that several layers of precaution

would be embedded in the park’s
operations. The park would have
limited hours of operation and a 10-
foot fence; skateboarders would
wear stickered helmets to indicate
that they had registered and signed
liability waivers, and signage in the
park would further indicate that
skaters use the park at their own
risk. These measures, along with
Garden State Joint Insurance Fund
coverage, would make skateboard-
ing no more a liability concern than

other sports played in the parks,
Mr. Estis stated.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said that a
robust police presence could be
supplemented by supervision from
a part-time employee, similar to the
teenage camp counselors who keep
campers safe during the summer.
She opined that the close proximity
of the playground to the skate park
would allow parents to supervise
their younger and older children at
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