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CRAFT SHOW & PET EXPO WESTFIELD ARMORY
500 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, NJ

Saturday, Nov. 30  9am - 5pm
Sunday, Dec. 1  10am - 4pm

Go to gfnj.org for more information. 
Admission $6 ($5 with ad)
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CRAFT SHOW & PET EXPO

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Patty Noerr
BON JOUR...Although Don and Patty Noerr moved from Westfield 10 years ago
and retired to the Adirondacks, they have remained steadfast subscribers to The
Westfield Leader. A weekly edition accompanied them on their recent river cruise
through France, which ultimately landed them in Paris.

ter while Garwood had Verizon re-
route all 9-1-1 calls to the Westfield
Police Department, where they rang
inside the command center and were
answered by dispatchers utilizing
laptop computers. Westfield also pro-
grammed Garwood’s paging system
for both the borough’s fire depart-
ment and rescue squad into the com-
mand center so that Westfield could
page out for additional resources if
needed by Garwood.

“So it was just like taking their
dispatch center, picking up and mov-
ing it right into our trailer,” Chief
Wayman said. “Anything they were
capable of doing in their headquar-
ters and in their dispatch center, they
were able to do in our command
center.”

Throughout the operation, West-
field Captain Chris Battiloro was
present for assistance along with a
Garwood officer. Garwood’s Lt.
Wright and dispatchers John Drone
and Cassey Crooks answered 9-1-1
calls in the command center.

said during the board’s delibera-
tion. Mr. Mazzola said part of the
new design will give the home an
appearance from the outside as a
single-family home.

The house will have new siding
with a veneer stone front as part of
the design that is, “pleasing and
typical to what you see in Cranford,”
Mr. Mazzola said.

“It is a vast improvement to what
is there now,” Board Vice-Chair-
man Jeffrey Pistol said. “You can’t
even recognize it as the same
house,” he said of the new design.

The third applicant, Rosa Tavares
of 513 Claremont Place, had pur-
chased her property a few months
ago and the garage was previously
converted to a living space. She had
replaced the non-working garage
door with siding, and in doing so
she received a letter from the zon-
ing office informing her that this
was not conforming to the zoning
laws, which say a garage should
provide parking.

She was granted relief by the zon-
ing board.

“It is almost like the applicant
was a victim,” Mr. Pistol said, re-
ferring to the previous owner not
seeking a permit to change the func-
tion of the garage.

Zoning board member Robert
Bovasso said the siding was an “im-
provement to the home” and is
“more appealing to the neighbor-
hood.”

During the workshop portion of
the zoning meeting, the board me-
morialized the resolution heard two
weeks ago by applicant TG
Cranford of 370 North Avenue East,
which currently is Madan Plastics.
The plan, according to the meeting
agenda, is to raze the building and
replace it with a building to house a
bank, a restaurant and a coffee shop/
restaurant with a drive-through win-
dow. Mr. Bovasso said much of the
application’s discussion involved
the addition of landscaping to soften
the street view of the drive-through
window.
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Westfield Command Center
When asked if Westfield had

charged Garwood for its services,
Chief Wayman responded, “We’re
not a selfish community, nor are we
a selfish police department. We would
offer assistance to anyone, and
Garwood being our neighbor, we will
share services with them at any time.”

“Just like anything, police work is
a partnership, and we’re partners with
Garwood just like any of our neigh-
bors,” he added.

Garwood police also were im-
pressed with how the command cen-
ter kept their department’s dispatch
operating.

“The command center made such
an effortless transition that the only
way to know the building was empty
and without power was to drive by
and see it for yourself,” Lt. Wright
said. “Chief Underhill and the mem-
bers of the Garwood Police Depart-
ment would like to thank Chief
Wayman and the members of the
Westfield Police Department for mak-
ing a tough day a great success.”

SP Council Discusses SPMC,
Downtown Parking Meters

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Saying she
was “increasingly concerned” about
how the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC) is being operated,
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella wants
the township government to exercise
some added oversight over the group
charged with overseeing downtown re-
vitalization.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting last week, Mrs. Gialanella
raised several concerns, including what
she said was the SPMC’s failure to
complete its 2012 audit on time, what
she claimed was an effort by the SPMC
board of directors to conduct votes via
e-mail and questions about how the
group is spending what money it has on
hand. She noted that $33,000 is being
spent to purchase more than 100 new
snowflake-shaped holiday decorations
to be installed on utility poles in the
downtown business district, and asked
how that would serve to entice shop-
pers into the area.

The deputy mayor asked Township
Manager Jerry Giamis to require the
SPMC to make its meeting minutes and
its agendas publicly available and to
emphasize to those board members that
votes via e-mail are not permitted. She
also wondered what should be done
with the group going forward. The coun-
cil early this year suspended the $400
annual assessment levied on commer-
cial property owners that has funded
the SPMC’s budget, and at year’s end,
the group is expected to have no money
remaining to fund any activities in 2014.
She raised the notion of revising in
unspecified ways the ordinance that
created the SPMC and suspending the
group while other options are looked
into.

Mayor Kevin Glover, who is a mem-
ber of the SPMC board, countered that
the 2012 audit is being completed and
said he was not aware of any votes being
conducted via e-mail. But he did say the
SPMC “hasn’t been managed properly
since the outset” five years ago.

Other council members briefly dis-
cussed the organization’s future, with
Councilman Michael Marcus saying he
was concerned about the SPMC’s
“goals, purpose and direction.” Coun-
cilman William Vastine, a frequent
critic of what he feels has been exces-
sive political meddling in the SPMC’s
operations, said that property and busi-
ness owners — “without the politi-
cians” — should meet and “come up
with a vision and a plan” for the down-
town. Noting that every other special
improvement district (SID) in New Jer-
sey has had “overwhelming success,”
he said that without the leadership of
business and property owners, “we’ll
be the only one in the state that’s failed.”
He said the purchase of the snowflake
decorations was, to him, “tangible evi-
dence of something being done” to en-
hance the downtown.

Noting Mr. Vastine’s emphasis on
the importance of listening to the busi-
ness and property owners, Mayor
Glover stated that those owners “have
said they don’t need an SID.” While
admitting he did not like the current
mix of businesses, the mayor pointed
out the low vacancy rates in the down-
town.

In other business last week, the pros-
pect of installing parking meters in the
downtown business district and in mu-
nicipal parking lots was raised, but
quickly swatted down by most council
members — with the governing body
instead pushing to have existing park-
ing ordinances more strictly enforced
in an effort to deter commuters from
using free parking spots during the
week.

Mr. Giaimis told the council that
township parking lots are often full
during the day, likely with cars used by
commuters who park and then ride buses
into New York, Newark and elsewhere,
resulting in limited parking for down-
town shoppers and others. “I want to
gauge your appetite” for the idea of
parking meters, he said cautiously. Un-
like most area business districts, park-
ing in Scotch Plains has been free.

He said simply enforcing a two-hour
parking limit is “not practical” because
it would entail always having a police
officer on duty roaming the parking
lots and the streets seeking out viola-
tors. He said the revenue from parking
meters could be in the $100,000 to
$200,000 range annually. Mayor
Glover, who was the only council mem-
ber to signal any openness to the con-
cept of meters, said the money from
meters could be used to fund commer-
cial district redevelopment projects.

Another hot-button issue discussed
last week was the idea of bagging au-
tumn leaves instead of sweeping them
into the street in advance of pickup.
Mr. Marcus, saying that “year after
year, the issue comes up,” pointed to
numerous township streets being re-

duced essentially to unsafe, one-lane
thoroughfares due to leaf piles extend-
ing far into the roadways. Bags, he
said, would provide for a “neater, safer
environment.” Mrs. Gialanella dis-
agreed, saying the solution was better
collection efforts by the township pub-
lic works department. The idea of leav-
ing leaves on residential properties until
the time of scheduled collection was
raised by Mr. Vastine. Mr. Giaimis will
talk with the public works department
about possible solutions.

The council last week also approved
a resolution awarding a contract not to
exceed $8,200 to TBR Architects and
Planners LLC to examine the condition
of the building, roof and foundation of
the building at Scotch Hills Country
Club. The evaluation by the Livingston-
based firm is part of the township’s
effort to preserve the 200-year-old
building, which was originally known
as the Shady Rest Golf and Country
Club and was the country’s first Afri-
can-American owned and operated
country club. The building’s roof and
foundation will be examined first, and
Mayor Glover was hopeful that a new
roof could be installed before winter.

At last week’s meeting, Llewellyn
Jones was sworn in as a member of the
governing body, becoming the second
Republican on the five-member coun-
cil. Mr. Jones defeated Democratic
Councilman Louis Beckerman in a spe-
cial election two weeks ago and will
serve out the remaining 14 months of
an unexpired term.

Mr. Beckerman’s departure set the
stage last week for a somewhat absurd
three-way race amongst council mem-
bers to take his place as the council’s
representative on the planning board.
Deputy Mayor Gialanella nominated
herself for the assignment while Mayor
Glover nominated Councilman Marcus
and Mr. Marcus nominated Councilman
Vastine. On the first roll call, on Mrs.
Gialanella’s nomination, she was the only
one of the five council members to vote in
her favor. On the vote for Mr. Marcus, he
was supported only by Mayor Glover.
The vote to appoint Mr. Vastine to the
planning board was backed by Mr.
Marcus, Mr. Jones and Mr. Vastine,
with the mayor and deputy mayor vot-
ing no.

account as part of the annual budget
process or by board resolution ap-
proved annually between June 1 and
June 30.

She said the district is prohibited
from using funds in the reserve ac-
counts for any other purpose and from
transferring funds from one reserve
account to the other. She said there will
be an audit on December 10 and money
will be deposited into capital and main-
tenance reserve accounts only. She also
said that capital reserve money must go
into the budget and cannot be used until
July 1. She said the plan was to go out
for bids much earlier.

Ms. Sullivan said priorities for the
district are: Lockers for Westfield High
School, expected to cost $267,000;
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools motorized gym doors, expected
to cost $102,000 for each school; boil-
ers for Tamaques Elementary and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools, ex-
pected to cost from $491,000 to
$541,900, and the re-grading and sod-
ding of the Jefferson Elementary School
field, expected to cost $37,500, which
will be shared with the town using a
Union County Open Space Fund Grant.
Those were the priorities; the district
wish list is much longer. The capital
reserve account balance as of June is

$1,338,813. The maintenance reserve
account balance as of June is
$1,097,139.

Mr. Auker, during his PowerPoint
presentation, said Walls to Windows is
the district’s plan for Anytime/Any-
where Learning via Virtualization. The
plan, which is now in progress, is ex-
pected to cost $3,615,000. Phase 1,
which already is completed, consists of
wireless laptops; a pilot BYOD (bring
your own device) program is going on
now for 100 students at the high school.
All kinds of speed upgrades and re-
mote site upgrades are included as well.
In Phase 2, 3 and 4, he said he wants to
see more access points, which will
allow the system to serve more stu-
dents at one time, and allow them to
access their school work at anytime,
from any location. He would like to see
user activity migration, backup expan-
sion, virtualized servers and desktops,
student e-mail and many other mod-
ernizations and said he would like to
see BYOD in all the schools in the
district.

The board went into executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel matters. The
next meeting of the board will be Tues-
day, November 26, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Administration Building, located at 302
Elm Street.
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spring.
Following the presentation of awards,

board member Christina Guerriero gave
a speech about the history of the Na-
tional Cemetery of Gettysburg and re-
cited President Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address in honor of the
150th Anniversary of the Gettysburg
Address.

The eighth grade play, Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,
will be held this weekend at Lin-
coln School.

Resident Angelo Alimonte asked
when the Arthur L. Johnson High
School teachers’ union contract ne-
gotiations are expected to settle.
Ms. Guerriero said, “I understand
they are close to an agreement.”
The teachers’ contract expired June
30. Ms. Guerriero said teachers who
had volunteered to help students in
subjects in the early morning or
after school have been advised to
halt.

“You don’t antagonize taxpayers
and neglect the students,” Mr.
Alimonte said.

On Sunday, December 8, the Of-
fice of Emergency Management is
expected to give an update on the
after effects of Storm Sandy at Bor-
ough Hall, board member Ann Palmer
said.

Mr. Paterson asked the board to
approach the Union County Board of
Elections and suggest moving up the
board of education voting line above
the governmental office section in
the voting booth. He said where it
was placed this year was confusing to
voters.

Superintendent Quigley said the
board is having the fire dampers and
ductwork reaffirmed that they are in
proper working condition, after a resi-
dent inquired about it at a previous
meeting.

The board announced it will put up
items that the school district is no
longer in need of at a county auction,
with a date to be determined. Some of
the items include projectors, a desk,
cafeteria tables and a ping pong table.

In response to a new law, the board
of education on first reading approved
revisions of the evaluation of teach-
ing staff members and the evaluation
of the principal. Ms. Quigley noted
that tenured teachers were evaluated
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once a year, and under the revision
they will be evaluated three times per
year.

BOE School Technology Commit-
tee Representative, Ms. Groning, said
the committee is researching grants
for the district to receive Google Play
tablets, as Google promotes its prod-
uct to small school districts.

Ms. Quigley said during her
superintendent’s report that there
were no bullying reports this month,.
She announced this week is Ameri-
can Education Week and many par-
ents came to the school Tuesday in
support of it.

PTA representative Amanda
Langston announced upcoming
events. Friday, December 13 is
Winterfest, Tuesday, December 17 is
Bingo, and Friday through Tuesday,
December 20 through the 24, is the
book fair. The PTA is also hoping to
attract more members by having
people Like their Facebook page and
entering those people who Like their
page into a drawing for a prize.

Woman Found Dead at
Garwood Train Station

GARWOOD — According to the
NJ Transit Police, a woman was
found dead Tuesday morning on
the south side of the Garwood train
platform by the Garwood Police
Department.

Garwood Police Captain Doug
Stoffer said the woman, who was ap-
proximately 50 years old, was found
slumped over a bench at about 1:45
a.m.

The investigation was turned over
to the NJ Transit Police, who stated
they are in the process of trying to
identify the woman. A preliminary
investigation has determined that
there were no signs of foul play and
the cause of death has been deter-
mined to be of natural causes.

The investigation into her identity
continues and anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the NJ Transit
Police at (973) 491-8677.

technological advances such as the
purchase of interactive whiteboards,
allowing teachers and students to
“bring their own devices,” and the
possible use of “cloud computing.”
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky and Mr. Whitaker re-
sponded that while all available
technology options would be in-
vestigated in the future, the imme-
diate need was to take, what Mr.
Whitaker called, a “back forward”
approach and create a structural
foundation, which would support
future technical advancements, in-
sure data security, and be consis-
tent and compatible with the needs
of the classroom.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
and other board members noted the
positive feedback from residents
and others who saw the Deerfield
School Choir perform the Star
Spangled Banner at Saturday night’s
New York Knicks’ game at Madi-
son Square Garden. Ms. Lubarsky
also updated those present on the
Donors Chose program, which has
to date raised more than $13,000
for the purchase of books and other
classroom programs via contribu-
tions from parents, corporate spon-
sors, and matching grants. Ms.
Lubarsky also provided concrete
examples of how the district’s new
Language Arts program has in-
creased student engagement with
active listening and critical think-
ing skills and the positive student
and parent feedback for the recent
Veterans’ Day assembly and work-
shop on cyber bullying.

Finally, the board advised the
public on the status of contract ne-
gotiations with the Mountainside
Education Association. The parties
have succeeded in narrowing down
the issues in dispute and have filed
a notice of impasse with the state
Department of Education. As a re-
sult of this filing, a mediator has
been appointed to and the parties
are in the process of setting up a
date for the first mediation session.
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Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
GREETINGS FROM HANOI…Bob Cozzolina poses on King Island Golf Course
in Vietnam with The Westfield Leader and two women.


