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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CURB APPEAL...Attorney Richard Brightman, standing at right, and applicant
Stephen Giamboi present an application for a use variance of a two-family home
at the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting on Monday.

Courtesy of The Westfield Police Department
HELPING HAND...Westfield’s Mobile Command Center was used to assist Garwood in keeping the borough’s police
department up and running while the borough installed a new stand-by generator, which required all power to be cut to
borough hall, including the police department.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
QUICK THINKING…Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella presents
a resolution to Jazmyn Carrington of Scotch Plains commending her for her
quick actions in saving the life of a fellow student at Union County Academy for
Performing Arts in Scotch Plains by performing the Heimlich maneuver.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THE MORE THINGS CHANGE ...A modern day King Midas (Nicholas Gabuzda)
tries to ignore his attention-grabbing daughter (Jesse Zimmerman) while laun-
dresses in the background take it all in at the Westfield High School fall play,
Metamorpheses. See page 20 for story.

WPD Command Center Helps
Keep Garwood Dispatch Operating

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Westfield’s Mobile Com-
mand Center got its first real test last
week when neighboring Garwood
used it to keep the borough’s police
department up and running while the
borough installed a new stand-by
generator, which required all power
to be cut to borough hall including
the police department.

The Garwood Police Department
purchased a generator to power bor-
ough hall, including the police de-
partment, through funding by a New

Jersey Office of Emergency Man-
agement sub-grant for disaster pre-
paredness.

While it was apparent that business
would not be as usual, Garwood Po-
lice Chief Bruce Underhill and the
members of the Garwood Police De-
partment said they were determined
to provide the same level of service
and handle the situation with a mini-
mum of inconvenience to the public.

The department looked at a num-
ber of options, including transferring
vital police jobs to neighboring po-
lice departments and moving por-

table generators in with power cords
snaked through the building, but all
options were less than ideal, said Lt.
Jim Wright of the Garwood Police
Department.

It was during this time that
Garwood learned that the neighbor-
ing Westfield Police Department had
purchased a new mobile command
center tailor-made for the job
Garwood needed. Equipped with four
work stations, the mobile command
center has the ability to be pro-
grammed with all of the radio, phone
and computer systems, including 9-
1-1, that are required to run the police
department.

Westfield Police Chief David
Wayman said he was contacted in
October by Chief Underhill to see if
the Westfield Police Department
could assist Garwood, and Chief
Wayman agreed to help.

“It was the first actual practical
exercise that we’ve done to ensure
that the capabilities of the command
center are what we expect them to
be,” Chief Wayman said. He said it
was the first time his department did
9-1-1 dispatching from the command
center.

The Garwood police visited the
Westfield Police Department two to
three weeks in advance, where they
viewed the department mobile com-
mand center and learned of its capa-
bilities. So on November 13, Garwood
closed its borough hall for the day
while the Westfield Police Depart-
ment arrived early in the morning
with the command center and gen-
erator truck, the latter of which was
used to supply power for lighting
certain areas of the interior of the
police department needed for police
operations during the day. Operating
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., the generator
truck used 30 of the 40 gallons of
diesel fuel it carries.

Chief Wayman said all of
Garwood’s non-emergency calls were
forwarded to four hard phone lines
established inside the command cen-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Zoning Board
Approves Variances

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment Monday approved
three variance applications.

Meghan Walsh of 29 Elmora Av-
enue was approved to replace her
garage, which was damaged last
October in a storm, she said. She
was granted approval to replace the
garage with one of the same size
and structure as the garage that was
damaged. She said most homes in
the area have the same type of de-
tached garage.

Stephen, Carol and Mary
Giamboi, applicants for 21 Morse
Street, a two-family home, were
granted variance relief for the house
to remain a two-family residence.
The home has been a two-family
for some 80 or 90 years, Mr.
Giamboi said. The Giambois
showed architectural plans to build
an addition that will increase the
building area by about 50 percent,
architect Carl Mazzola said. The
addition is within the setback and

lot coverage parameters; however,
the Giambois had to seek relief from
a pre-existing non-conforming con-
dition of a two-family dwelling.

Township Zoning Officer Robert
Hudak evaluated tax records that
confirmed the home has existed as
a two-family dwelling since 1922,
the applicant’s attorney, Richard
Brightman, said.

Mr. Giamboi said he and his wife,
Carol, will occupy the larger unit,
while his mother, Mary, will live in
the adjoining 1,508-square-foot
unit.

The existing detached two-car ga-
rage will be demolished and re-
placed with a new two-car garage
that will be attached to the home
with a bedroom above as part of the
addition. Mr. Mazzola said the
driveway’s length will be lessened
and will be changed from a single-
car to a double-car width driveway.

This addition of more off-street
parking was favorable to Board
Chairman Ronald Marotta, as he

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Due to Thanksgiving, the Thurs-
day, November 28, edition of
The Westfield Leader will be de-
livered on Friday, November 29.
Production of the paper will re-
main the same and submissions
should be sent according to nor-
mal deadlines.

Westfield BOE Hears Presentation
On District Accounts, Technology

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the board of
education workshop meeting on Tues-
day night, members were brought up
to speed on aspects of the current
budget by Board Secretary/Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan. Chief
Technology Officer Brian Auker and
District Network Manager Arvin
Vidal gave a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on current and future technology
upgrades.

Ms. Sullivan explained that capital
reserve is an account that allows the
district to reserve funds for capital
projects included in the long-range
facilities plan. She said a capital
project is defined as acquisition,
demolition, construction, improve-
ment, repair, alteration, moderniza-
tion, renovation, reconstruction or
capital maintenance of all or any part

of a school facility. She also said the
district can deposit funds into this
account as part of the annual budget
process or by a board resolution ap-
proved annually between June 1 and
June 30. She said Regular Operating
District (ROD) grants are only avail-
able for facilities projects deemed to
be capital projects. She said the dis-
trict will know in early December
whether it will receive any of the
grants for which it applied. She said
the district will have two years to

decide how to use the money.
Ms. Sullivan explained that main-

tenance reserve accounts allow a dis-
trict to reserve funds to be used to
implement required maintenance of
the school district’s facilities for sys-
tem warranty purposes and which are
necessary for keeping a facility open
and safe. She said it may be used for
repairs such as heating, lighting, ven-
tilation and security. She said the
district also can put funds into this

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE Seeks Board
Member to Fill Open Seat

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of educa-
tion (BOE) is seeking applications to
fill an open seat on the board, it an-
nounced Tuesday.

Board members Sue Groning and
Brian McDermott were re-elected to a
three-year term in the board of
education’s recent election and one
seat remains open.

Resident Bruce Paterson had been
the winner of the third seat as a write-in
candidate, however he had not sought
to run for the BOE. “I really wasn’t
destined for this direction,” Mr. Pater-

son said during the public comment
section of the meeting. Therefore, he
withdrew his name.

Board member John Sullvan has
served two, three-year terms and chose
not to run for re-election.

The board will advertise the opening
and applications must be received by
Friday, December 6. The seat will be
for a one-year term.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley and
board member Aaron Watkins pre-
sented awards certificates Tuesday to
those students who achieved a perfect
score on the NJASK test taken in the
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MS BOE Hears Overview on
Technology Infrastructure

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Moun-
tainside Board of Education (BOE)
heard a detailed presentation from
Jason Whitaker, Edward Bezerra and
Don Stienmetz on the district’s tech-
nology infrastructure challenges at
Tuesday’s board meeting.

Mr. Whitaker, the technology co-
ordinator for the district, began his
presentation with an overview of the
current system’s architecture, which
he said is not compatible with, or
sufficient for the needs of the 21st
century classroom. Mr. Whitaker ex-
plained that the current system is
plagued by network breakdowns,
slow downloads, and does not com-
ply with the new state standards for
computerized testing, which will be
rolled out in the 2014-2015 school
year.

Computer professional, Mr.
Bezerra, presented a detailed over-
view of why it was necessary to up-
grade the systems as part of the voter
referendum which is tentatively
scheduled for January 2014. Mr.
Bezerra explained that the state De-
partment of Education, as part of its
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Career (PARCC),
has mandated that state standardized
tests for students in grades three to
eight be administered via computer
and the technology at Deerfield El-
ementary School does not currently
meet the state’s standards. Moreover,
according to Mr. Bezerra, the system,
which was installed in the 1990s, is
antiquated and simply does not have
the capability to support today’s cur-
riculum, which relies on interactive
media and fast reliable internet ac-

cess. He analogized the present situ-
ation to a home with a one inch pipe
trying to carry a 10-inch water flow,
noting that the student workstations,
while not part of the proposed refer-
endum, are almost a decade old and
are the equivalent of “paperweights.”

Mr. Steinmetz provided additional
information on the proposed tech-
nology platform, which will include
the one time purchase of an
interschool fiber optic connection
which will enable the district’s schools
to share network and internet con-
nectivity. The new connection will
centralize all networks operations at
Deerfield School and reduce the
district’s operating costs potentially
paying for itself within two years of
implementation. He summarized the
goals of the technology referendum
as providing students and teachers
with a system which was fast, reli-
able, stable, sustainable and compli-
ant with state standards.

Several residents including Anna
Rice and Susan Tracey expressed
support for the initiative and inquired
as to the feasibility of additional
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