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Write-In Candidate
Thanks GW Voters

Although I was not listed on the
formal ballot and ran only a write-
in campaign five weeks before
the Garwood Council election, I
graciously thank the voters for
understanding the issue I ran on
and choosing to take on the ef-
fort to vote for me in that light.

Unfortunately, the write-in vote
procedure on the voting machine
creates much frustration. Mov-
ing forward for at least the next
three years, we Garwood resi-
dents hope that each member of
Garwood’s governing body con-
tinue to use common sense, de-
bate and can compromise to bet-
ter the quality of life for us. I wish
incumbent Jim Mathieu and
newly-elected councilman Mike
Martin good luck. I thank The
Pointe association for inviting me
to the council debate; my wife
who puts up with the politics;
and all the involved residents,
volunteers that work toward the
betterment of Garwood.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Martin Thanks
Garwood Voters

It is an honor to be given the
opportunity to serve the resi-
dents of the Borough of Garwood
as a member of the council. The
coming year promises to be one
that holds many new challenges
for the governing body, as times
change so does the manner in
which business is done and so do
the demands on members of the
council.

 I am certainly up to the chal-
lenges and since I have my own
small business based here in the
borough, I will be readily acces-
sible to the residents, the other
council members and the em-
ployees as well and look forward
to working with all of them.

Thank you to those who cast
their ballots for me and thank
you to the team of dedicated
individuals who participated in
the campaign whether their role
was big or small, the sum of the
parts produced results. It is grati-
fying to have their support and
the residents trust.

Councilman-elect Mike Martin
Garwood

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Saturday, October 26, Wilson
Tenecota, 35, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
police responded to a report of a
motor vehicle crash in the area of
the 300 block of South Avenue.
Upon arrival, police found that a
2003 Chevy Avalanche, operated
by Tenecota, had rear-ended an-
other motor vehicle. Further in-
vestigation found that there were
empty beer bottles and cans
throughout Tenecota’s vehicle
and that he appeared to be un-
der the influence of alcohol, ac-
cording to police.

Tenecota performed field so-
briety tests at the scene, which
he failed, police said. He was
transported to police headquar-
ters and processed. Tenecota was
charged with multiple motor ve-
hicle summonses, including DWI,
careless driving and having open
containers of alcohol in a motor
vehicle. The driver and occupants
of the other vehicle were not
injured. Tenecota was released
with a court date.

Saturday, October 26, Todd
Huffman, 44, of River Edge was
arrested for having a suspended
driver’s license following a motor
vehicle stop on the 400 block of
South Avenue for equipment vio-
lations. Further investigation
found that the driver, identified
as Huffman, was operating a ve-
hicle with an expired registration
and also was operating the ve-
hicle with a suspended driver’s
license. Huffman was issued sev-
eral summonses and released at
the scene.

Sunday, October 27, Kabir
Nunnally, 44, of Newark has been
charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection
with a break-in at a business on
the 300 block of North Avenue,
according to police.

Responding to a report of the
sound of broken glass in the rear
of the business, police found that

the rear window of the business
had been broken and that entry
was made through that window.
Police found that the suspect had
left the scene prior to their ar-
rival. The suspect had been able
to open the cash drawer and
steal $450 before leaving. Video
surveillance of the incident was
recovered and the suspect was
identified as a result of the inves-
tigation. Arrest warrants were
issued and Nunnally remained at
large at the time of this report.

Thursday, October 31, Brianna
Summers, 20, of Newark was
arrested for having a suspended
driver’s license after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue for equipment vio-
lations. Summers was issued
summonses and released at the
scene.

Thursday, October 31, Shakira
Williams, 37, of Newark and
Sawab Wright, 43, of East Or-
ange have been charged in con-
nection with an incident involv-
ing a stolen purse.

On April 22, 2013, police re-
ceived a report of a purse, con-
taining over $630, having been
stolen from a business on the
100 block of North Avenue. Dur-
ing the investigation, video sur-
veillance showed a female came
into the store at the time the
purse went missing. The suspect
distracted the store owner while
a second individual entered
through the rear door and took
the purse. The identity of the
suspects was found through com-
parisons of similar incidents in
other jurisdictions throughout the
state, according to police.

Williams was charged with theft
and currently is in jail on $25,000
bail. Wright also was charged
with theft and a warrant for his
arrest was issued. He was still at
large at the time of this report.

Local Letters to the Editor
Mathieu Happy to Be Returning

For Second Term In Garwood
I am so happy to be returning

to borough council for another
three years. The thought that I
would ever be elected in Garwood
at all on my first run for public
office after only living here in
town and in New Jersey for a-
year-and-a-half seemed only a
pipedream. Now, being reelected
after voting my conscience, tak-
ing on the bureaucracy at Bor-
ough Hall, and not going against
my principles, is a truly humbling
experience and an honor greater
than I deserve.

There is a movement afoot in
Garwood and I am just one of its

messengers. People have been
stepping up to volunteer, con-
tribute, vote and take leadership
positions in Garwood’s GOP. This
election is merely a prelude to
the change we hope to bring to
our local Republican Party and to
the government in Borough Hall.
I will keep fighting for the people
who get up, go to work every
day, and pay the taxes that make
this borough work. They deserve
much better than we have given
them thus far.

Thanks from me, Liz, James,
my mom, my sister, and my
cousin Robert as well as the
countless volunteers, voters, and
contributors who made this hap-
pen. It will be nice having a nice
quiet weekend at home with my
son. God bless all of you!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Union County In-
terim Executive Superintendent
of Schools, Kathleen Serafino,
will now be responsible for filling
a seat on the Garwood Board of
Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candi-
date willing to serve on the
board.

According to Garwood Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma, the
school board race, where incum-
bents Brendan Mc Dermott and
Susan Groning were unopposed
and subsequently won reelec-

tion, produced a write-in candi-
date for the third open seat. No
candidate filed by the June 4
deadline for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail
that Bruce Paterson, who ran an
unsuccessful write-in campaign
for borough council, received nine
votes for school board. Under
state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the
board of education to win if there
are no other write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee
at council, school board and
county freeholder meetings, de-
clined to serve when Ms. Ariemma
contacted him.

Paterson Declines GW BOE Seat;
County Super To Appoint Member

Probitas Verus Honos


