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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EARNING RECOGNITION…Nelson Dittman and Bob Hopkins of the United
Way of Cranford were awarded with a resolution announcing this week as United
Way of Cranford Week. Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. presents the resolution.

township, Mr. Hartnett said. The
grant will aid in removing fallen
trees and debris from the river,
Mr. Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller
storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection for the de-silting of
the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permit-
ted and for bids to go out in
January.

The township is awaiting a green
light from Conrail to move for-
ward on its improvement to the
Hillside tunnel, Mr. Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said
the township received its official
re-certification for being a sus-
tainable community. The town-
ship first received its certifica-
tion by Sustainable Jersey in
2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made com-
munity announcements. There will
be a ceremony at the community
center Saturday, November 16,
beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation
Advisory Board for the install-
ment of the Roosevelt School fire-
place that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on
Monday, November 18, at 7:30
p.m. to discuss the historic desig-
nation of the Crane-Phillips House.
The Cranford Townwide Family

Dinner to raise awareness of the
risks of drug addiction and alco-
holism in teens will be held at St.
Michael’s Church on Monday, No-
vember 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized
by resolution an amendment to
the agreement with attorney Jef-
frey Surenian for legal services
in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for addi-

Clair Connolly, 80, Worked For AT&T;
Was History and Poetry Enthusiast

Clair Connor Connolly, 80, of
Garwood died peacefully on Tues-
day, November 5, 2013, with her
family at her bedside.

A native of Philadelphia, she
had lived in Bala Cynwyd, Pa. as
a child and spent her high school
years in Wildwood Crest. Clair
played basketball at Immaculata
College, worked as a traffic su-
pervisor for AT&T and was an
avid student of history, poetry
and antique furniture.

After stints in Houston, Detroit,
New York City, Middletown, N.J.
and Virginia Beach, she settled in
Westfield, where she lived for 25
years before moving to Garwood
five years ago.

She is survived by her husband
of 48 years, William G. Connolly,
Jr., and three children, William
G. III of Maplewood, Kathleen of

Providence, R.I. and Harold of
Washington, D.C. She also is
survived by three grandchildren,
Claire, William IV and Nora; two
sisters, Marie Smith and Marga-
ret Levering, and dozens of nieces
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, November
9, at St. Anne’s Church in
Garwood.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Family Emer-
gency Fund, The Learning Com-
munity, 21 Lincoln Avenue, Cen-
tral Falls, R.I. 02863 or to the
Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, 31 Evans Terminal, Hill-
side, N.J. 07205.
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Cranford Announces New Administrator, Promotions
tional funds to continue the ap-
peal. These additional funds were
budgeted for, Commissioner
O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting,
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. an-
nounced this week as United Way
of Cranford Week. United Way of
Cranford is seeking donations to
support its human care services
in the community.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present
Linda J. Barth, author of “The
Garden State: Where Ideas
Grow, A History of Inventing in
New Jersey: From Thomas
Edison to the Ice Cream Cone,”
on Sunday, November 24, from
2 to 4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in
Cranford. The program will be-
gin at 2:15 p.m.

Many Americans are familiar
with Thomas Edison’s “inven-
tion factory” in Menlo Park,
where he patented the phono-
graph, the light bulb and many
more innovations. Yet many
other ideas have grown in the
Garden State, too. New
Jerseyans brought sound and
music to movies and built the
very first drive-in theater. In
addition to the first cultivated
blueberry, treats like ice cream
cones and M&M’s® are Jersey
natives. Iconic aspects of
American life, like Bubble
Wrap®, the boardwalk, the
Band-Aid® and even profes-
sional baseball itself started in
New Jersey. The vacuum
cleaner, plastic and air-condi-
tioning, as well as many other
important advances in medi-
cine and surgery, also were

developed here.
During her program, Ms. Barth

will explore groundbreaking,
useful, fun and even silly inven-
tions and their New Jersey roots.

Ms. Barth is a retired fourth-
grade teacher who lives in
Somerville. She has served on
the boards of Celebrate New
Jersey, the Raritan-Millstone
Heritage Alliance and the D&R
Canal Watch, and currently is
executive director of the League
of Historical Societies of New
Jersey. She is the author of
“Bridgetender’s Boy,” “The
Delaware and Raritan Canal”
and “The Delaware and Raritan
Canal at Work” and has contrib-
uted to the “Encyclopedia of
New Jersey.”

Space is limited, so reserva-
tions are required. To reserve
a seat, call the Historical
Society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or e-mai l
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but do-
nations are always welcomed.

The Society has been dedi-
cated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continu-
ing to collect and document the
township’s past as it progresses
through the 21st century. For
more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
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