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GARWOOD – Borough Council-
man Jim Mathieu asked for a reso-
lution at Tuesday night’s council
meeting in support of a state As-
sembly bill to rein in sick day
payouts for public employees.

The bill, sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Caroline Casagrande
(R-11th, Freehold), was intro-
duced into the Legislature last
year but has languished in com-
mittee. Mr. Mathieu is hoping to
spur action on the measure.

The bill would end the practice
of allowing public employees to
accrue sick time that is paid as a
lump sum upon retirement, which
has cost municipalities – includ-
ing Garwood earlier this year –
thousands of dollars. The prac-
tice makes it difficult for munici-
palities to stay within the state’s
2-percent property-tax cap, Asw.
Casagrande has said.

“Sick days are not meant to be
used as a financial windfall at the
end of a career,” she said in a press
release. “And taxpayers certainly
cannot afford to pay municipal
workers who aren’t working.”

In April, Garwood council mem-
bers voted to approve a “special
emergency appropriation” of
$88,250 to pay the unused sick
and vacation time as well as a
“terminal leave” payment to re-
tiring police Captain James Pipala.
The resolution allowed for the
borrowing of the money that
would pay Mr. Pipala in two in-
stallments, and allow the bor-
ough to spread the debt, at 1.25-
percent interest, over the
borough’s budget for the next
five years.

Mr. Mathieu voted no, com-
plaining about “paying people not
to work” and also disliking the
acquisition of more debt.

“I believe that public employees
should only use sick days for oc-
casions when they are ill and can-
not report to work,” Mr. Mathieu
said in an e-mail Tuesday night.
“It is a testament to the profound

shift in our culture that this con-
cept is now somehow controver-
sial as accrued sick days have
morphed into a property right.”

He said while he believes the bill
does not go far enough in many
respects, most likely to appease
Democrats, it is a step in the right
direction.

In other meeting news, Garwood
has met with Westfield and Union
County representatives about
sharing emergency dispatch ser-
vices, according to Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco. The issue,
which was originally under the
police committee, is now being
handled by the finance commit-
tee as members seek to hire an
outside consultant to obtain an
estimate as to what the cost would
be and if or how much the bor-

ough would save. Mr. Mathieu
pressed the committee to also
look into sharing dispatch ser-
vices with Cranford and hiring
another police officer.

The laws and licenses commit-
tee is looking into leasing parking
spaces in Kennedy Plaza to com-
muters, Councilwoman Ann
Palmer said. She said she is not
sure how many spaces the bor-
ough should rent or for how much.
She hopes to have a recommen-
dation at the next meeting. NJ
Transit has encouraged Garwood
to make commuter parking avail-
able in order to have trains stop
more frequently in the borough.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said he still has not
received a schedule of work from
New Jersey American Water Com-
pany. He said he will set up a
meeting to obtain the list of projects
and approximate dates. Some resi-
dents have complained they were
not notified until the day of the
work. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
she received an e-mail from one
citizen complaining that the water
was cut off mid-shower.

Leaf pickup is on schedule.
Warnings have been issued to
residents for leaves left in the
street, according to Ms. Todisco,
who read Councilman Bill
Nierstedt’s report. Mr. Nierstedt
was absent from the meeting.

It was noted that NJ Transit is
installing another bus shelter on
North Avenue near Sovereign
Bank.

Council members approved the
applications of four grants to
Union County for the following:
senior citizen program, senior
citizen transportation, the Senior
Citizen Handyman Program and
the redevelopment study.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced
that representatives from the
borough’s Office of Emergency
Management will be at the Tues-
day, November 26 meeting to
answer questions about hurri-
cane preparation. The presenta-
tion has been postponed twice.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction withVeterans Day.

Cranford Announces New
Administrator, Promotions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —The Township
Committee Tuesday announced
it has hired Terrence Wall as its
new township adminis-
trator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett, who an-
nounced his resignation
in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington
for six years as adminis-
trator before taking the
post in Cranford, which
will begin Saturday, No-
vember 16. By resolu-
tion, the committee des-
ignated Mr. Wall as a Qualified
Purchasing Agent and authorized
a bid threshold of $36,000.

Each commissioner, the mayor
and the township clerk thanked
Mr. Hartnett for his service to the
township.

“He has put us on the path we
need to be on,” Commissioner

Andis Kalnins said of Mr. Hartnett.
The committee, by resolution,

authorized the advancement of
Jonathan Wojcik to the rank of
lieutenant in the Cranford Fire

Department. Two dis-
patchers were hired by
resolution for the po-
lice department. Jenni-
fer Burns was appointed
to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Fi-
nancial Specialist in the
Department of Finance.
Jennifer Kobliska was
promoted to the Assis-
tant to the Township

Administrator and was reap-
pointed as Registrar of Vital Sta-
tistics.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture awarded the township a
$400,000 grant and the County
of Union a $100,000 grant to de-
snag the Rahway River in the

Terrence Wall
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GW Discusses Sick Payouts, Share Dispatch with WF

Garwood Knights
Launch Toy Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are con-
ducting their annual Toy Drive
through December. Donations of
brand-new, unwrapped toys on
behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Ser-
vice Center in Elizabeth can be
dropped off after 4 p.m. week-
days at their Council Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood, opposite PathMark. On
weekends, individuals are asked
to first call (908) 789-9809. Park-
ing is available behind the build-
ing off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes).

Visitors are asked to use the
side-door entrance. Monetary
donations may be made payable
to “The Garwood K of C Toy
Drive,” Attention: Keith
Gallagher.

The Knights request that people
not donate toys depicting vio-
lence, guns, dolls exploiting
women, or old stuffed animals.
For more information, call the
Knights after 4 p.m. at (908)
789-9809 or Keith Gallagher at
(908) 789-0931.


