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Seedings meant nothing in the
minds of the eighth-seeded West
Essex High School girls soccer
Knights when they marched into
Memorial Field in Cranford on
November 7 and pulled off a
stunning 4-2 penalty kicks (PK)
shootout victory over the top-
seeded Lady Cougars in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament.

The irony was that the 17-2-1
Cougars controlled possession
throughout the majority of the
game, especially in the two 10-
minute overtime periods. The
Lady Cougars nearly ended the
struggle with four minutes re-
maining in the first overtime
when they penetrated the

Knights’ six-yard area and
launched a series of shots, only
to have them deflected by a
defender or goalkeeper Amanda
Masterson.

The Cougars nearly ended it
again in the second overtime
when Anne Gunther crossed to
senior co-captain Mairead
McKeary, who was at pointblank
range from Masterson, who man-
aged to clear the ball. In the all
the confusion, McKeary stumbled
over the goal and was tempo-
rarily injured, forcing her to come
off the field.

“I thought that we came out
and we were the better team
today. Unfortunately, we were
not able to put away our oppor-
tunities. And when you let it
come down to PK’s, it could be
anybody’s game. We didn’t have
the luck on our side today,” Cou-

gar Head Coach Jen Michewicz
said.

The Cougars took five mean-
ingful shots on goal in the first
half and the second one meant a
lot when Alexa Aldredge knocked
the ball into the net after a long
throw-in from Jenna Ellenbacher
with 28:15 on the clock. McKeary
followed up with a pair of shots
that Masterson saved, then later
McKeary made a charge
downfield, forcing Masterson to
charge and make a crucial stop.

In the first half, Cougar goal-
keeper Megan Pringle made two
saves, but neither shots were
particularly considered threaten-
ing, but she was put to the test
and added two strong saves as
the 8-10-4 Knights took the ini-
tiative for the first eight minutes
of the second half. McKeary broke
that streak with a breakaway run
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down the left center, but her shot
was deflected by a defender.

The Knights took one more shot
on goal and made good on it with
14:13 remaining in regulation
when Erica Perrotta, assisted by
Emily Valerian, made a sliding
push to roll the ball over the line
and knot the score. The Cougars,
however, took several shots on
goal and with Aldredge’s and
McKeary’s close encounters with
Masterson and her Knights de-
fenders just a few feet away from
the goal nearly ended the game,
but the 1-1 tie forced overtime.

“I don’t think they outplayed us
in the second half. They had one
play that they were able to dribble
through our center and get us on
our heels a little bit,” Coach
Michewicz said.

The Knights got the first oppor-
tunity in the penalty kick phase

and Perrotta drilled her shot into
the middle left corner. McKeary
knotted the score with a shot into
the upper left corner. Pringle
made a diving save of Jaime
Dellasanti’s shot, but the Knights’
alternate keeper stopped Ana
DiGiovanni’s PK.

Emma Faust gave the Knights a
2-1 lead with a shot into the
upper right corner, but Hanna
DeMars tied it with her right-side
shot. Knight Jenna Salluce bur-
ied her shot then Ellenbacher
missed to the right. Nina Sisco
drilled her shot into the upper
right corner to clinch the match
with a 4-2 edge in PK’s and to
advance the Knights to the semi-
finals.
W. Essex 0 1 0 0 (4) 1
Cranford 1 0 0 0 (2) 1
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