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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback John
Oblachinski and the Cranford High
School football team had the
North Plainfield Canucks guess-
ing incorrectly on Senior Night in
North Plainfield and came up with
a 28-6 victory on November 8.

Oblachinski crippled the
Canucks with a steady running
game but definitely “threw” them
off-guard with touchdown (TD)
passes of 55 yards and 14 yards
to wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
and a 48-yard TD strike to run-
ning back Luke Christiano, who
also had a three-yard TD run.

The 6-3 Cougars totaled 179
rushing yards and Oblachinski
had 145 of them on 17 carries.
Oblachinski completed four
passes for 123 yards, which in-
cluded the three touchdown
passes.

But it was the Cougars’ defense
that really kept the Canucks in
check with a pair of interceptions
(lineman Mike Pastor and
McCaffrey), a fumble recovery
by Colin Scanlon and numerous
sacks or throws for losses involv-
ing lineman Brian Bruns, defen-
sive end Steve Baglieri and line-
backer/co-captain Rob
Delsandro. The only touchdown
that the Canucks had was not at
the expense of the Cougars’ de-
fense, it had come on a Donavin
Walker fumble that was picked
up at the Cougar 44 and run in for
the score.

The Canucks had one long drive
that involved 20 plays got as far

as the Cranford 11, but two
straight sacks ended the threat
and the Cougars took over at
their 20.

“We stuck with our reads and
just do what we do. A bunch of
mistakes we made. I got on our
team to keep pushing. Our goal

was to have a defensive shutout
today, and that’s what we did,”
Delsandro said.

The Canucks attempted to pass
nine times but three of the four
completions were read perfectly
by defensive back Kevin Trotter,
who stopped them within a yard

of the line of scrimmage.
“He’s a really good player. He’s

heads-up all the time,” Delsandro
commented.

Trotter led the team with 11
tackles, followed by Christiano
with 10, Scanlon with nine and
linebacker Niko Cappello with
seven.

The Cougars scored on their
first series, taking seven plays
and ending with Christiano’s

three-yard TD run. With 4:11 left
in the first quarter, Oblachinski
spotted Christiano all alone in
the middle and made the con-
nection for the 48-yard TD to
make the score, 14-0.

With 4:01 left in the half,
Canuck Celcean Tucker-Grimes
scooped up Oblachinski’s fumble
and turned it into a TD. The two-
point conversion attempt failed.
The next big sting came with
2:01 remaining in the half.
McCaffrey was wide open down
the middle and Oblachinski pin-
pointed his throw for the 55-
yard TD. Troy Ketler booted his
third point after to make the
score, 21-6.

The third quarter consisted of
two Cougar fumbles recovered
by the Canucks and McCaffrey’s
interception returned to the
Canuck 39 to help set up the next
TD. Six plays later, the
Oblachinski-to-McCaffrey 14-
yard TD connection burned the
Canucks once again.

“That’s what the play is de-
signed to do. We had man cover-
age and they had no safety over
the top. So I broke for the post.
It was wide open. We figured if it
worked once, it would work twice,
and I was open again. It worked
well and John threw a good ball,”
McCaffrey said.

“We knew that they were going
to play man against us. We
thought we had some advan-
tages with that. Our wide receiv-
ers got open and I threw some
passes and they scored. We
played alright offensively some
times, but to do good in the
playoffs, we got to be more con-
sistent. We got to hold onto the
football,” Oblachinski said.

Coming into the game, the Cou-
gars were considered underdogs
in one media prediction.

“We don’t really focus on that
too much. We just focus on win-
ning the game. We knew we had
a good game plan, and we were
going to come out on top. We

OBLACHINSKI CONNECTS TO McCAFFREY FOR 2 TDs; CHRISTIANO TD RECEPTION, TD RUN

Cougar Footballers ‘Outwit’ N. Plainfield Canucks, 28-6
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ELUDING A CANUCK…Cougar receiver Jack McCaffrey, No. 16, had touchdown receptions of 55 yards and 14 yards
against the North Plainfield Canucks on November 8. Cranford won, 28-6.
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