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Pushcart Players Present
Peter and the Wolf

MCW Scholarship Concert
Features Tenor Mark Bleeke

Photo courtesy of David Crow Photography
ENCHANTING…Pushcart Players will present Peter and the Wolf, an enchant-
ing musical adaptation of the classic tale. Pushcart Players in the finale of Peter
and the Wolf, pictured, left to right, are: Phebe Taylor, Robert Rivera, Robyn
Corujo and Oscar Castillo.

TENEFLY - Pushcart Players, New
Jersey’s renowned touring theatres
for young audiences will present Pe-
ter and the Wolf on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17, at 2 p.m. at Kaplen JCC on the
Palisades in Tenafly.

Peter and the Wolf is an enchanting
production of a classic tale, set to the
resplendent music of Russian com-
poser Sergei Prokofiev. Each charac-
ter in the story is represented musi-
cally in this story of a spirited young
boy who confronts the dangers of the
forest with courage, creativity and
leadership.

With a professional cast (Actors’
Equity Association) who employs vari-
ous forms of puppetry, singing and
choreography, Peter and the Wolf is a
universal theatrical celebration that has
toured nationally and internationally.

Pushcart Players is in its 40th anni-
versary season of presenting produc-
tions filled with fun, facts, magic and
wonder. The company has traveled over
two million miles to serve more than
eight million children and their fami-
lies nationally and abroad.

All performances come with inno-
vative scenery, complete lighting and
state of the art sound systems, making
it adaptable to any location.

“The themes of Peter and the Wolf
are what make it a timeless, beloved
classic,” said Ruth Fost, co-founder of
Pushcart and the writer / director of the
production. “Friendship and caring.
Arrogance and prejudice. Youth and
maturity. Conflict resolution and beauty

in the natural order of life. All worthy of
celebration!”

Kaplen JCC on the Palisades is lo-
cated at 411 East Clinton Avenue,
Tenafly. Advance tickets are $12 with
$17 admission at the door if available.
For reservations visit the JCC website
at www.jccotp.org or call (201) 408-
1493.

For further information on this or
any of Pushcart’s programs and ser-
vices, contact Pushcart Players at (973)
857.1115 or visit
www.pushcartplayers.org.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club of
Westfield will present “Winds of Song,”
an annual Scholarship Concert featur-
ing internationally renowned tenor,
Mark Bleeke and The Monmouth Winds
Ensemble on Sunday, November 24, at
3 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street.

Mr. Bleeke grew up in Westfield.
His mother, Evelyn Bleeke, is an award
winning educator in the Westfield pub-
lic school system, an ac-
complished singer, and
organist and served as
the Director of the Cho-
ral Arts Society of New
Jersey for 32 seasons.
Mrs. Bleeke is a long-
time member of the Mu-
sical Club of Westfield.

Mr. Bleeke earned a
degree from
Westminster Choir Col-
lege and credits not only
his family for their sup-
port and encouragement
but the Westfield public
school system as well.

His early credits were engagements
and recording with a number of en-
sembles including the Folger Consort
and New York’s Ensemble for Early
Music. Mr. Bleeke has sung hundreds
of performances of Baroque and Clas-
sical masterpieces ranging from Handel
and Bach to Mozart and Beethoven
with such well known ensembles as the
Seattle Symphony, Pittsburgh and
Montreal Symphonies, The St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, Orchester Wiener
Akademie, Carmel Bach festival, Bos-
ton baroque and the Tavener Consort to
name a few.

A versatile artist, Mark Bleeke also

worked closely with Dave Brubeck on
productions of Brubeck’s “Oratorio”
and later recorded the piece with the
National Symphony Orchestra. He has
continued his interest in contemporary
music having performed and recorded
with many composers including Gian-
Carlo Mennotti, Paul Winter, John
Harbison and John Corigliano and as a
member of the male vocal ensemble
Hudson Shad, he maintains an active

performance schedule.
 For the Scholarship

Concert, Mr. Bleeke will
be joined by Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk on pi-
ano and Beverly Shea
on harp as well as The
Monmouth Winds.

The Monmouth
Winds, all members of
the Monmouth Sym-
phony Orchestra (New
Jersey), were formed in
2009. They not only en-
joy playing music from
the standard woodwind
quintet repertoire, but

also enthusiastically perform jazz,
popular tunes, and world music, in-
cluding works by living composers,
and have recently begun commission-
ing new music. Audiences have praised
the Monmouth Winds for their intrigu-
ing repertoire, which they perform with
great vitality and insight, and they are
developing a growing New Jersey fol-
lowing. From jazz to classical, this quin-
tet woos their audiences with their con-
siderable musicality and charm. Mem-
bers of the ensemble are Jenny Cline,
flute, Nicholas Gatto, oboe, Cathy
Adamo, clarinet, Richard Sachs, horn
and Linda Balavram, bassoon.

Mark Bleeke

Celebrate the Holidays with
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

“Last Vegas”
A Comedy for the Ages

2 and ½ popcorns

WESTFIELD — From traditional
to pops, choral favorites to musical
theater classics, this season of New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO)
concerts will fill the entire family
with holiday cheer.

On Saturday, December 7, at 7
p.m. join Maestro David Wroe and
NJFO musicians at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield for Home
for the Holidays, a family festival
of traditional and contemporary
songs and music, sing-a-longs and
more guaranteed to make the season
merry.

This seasonal stroll of timeless
classics and sentimental holiday fa-
vorites is sure to bring joy, smiles,
and distinctive holiday memories to
all. Tickets prices range from $25 to
$75 for adults and there is a special
discount price of $12 for students k-
12 making this event a perfect start
to the holiday season for the whole
family.

On Tuesday, December 31, at 7
p.m., the NJ Festival Orchestra again
presents one of New Jersey’s most
popular New Year’s Eve musical cel-
ebrations. This year’s performance,
“An’ All That Jazz,” promises a su-
perb revue of American musical the-
ater classics and jazz favorites pre-
sented in glorious symphonic splen-
dor.

The cabaret style New Year’s Eve

celebration has become a musical
event eagerly anticipated by much
of central New Jersey. This year’s
line up reads like a who’s who of the
best of American musical theater
composers and again features re-
nowned guest vocalists direct from
the Broadway stage. Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets well in ad-
vance as this concert has been a sell
out for the past five years.

The New Year’s Eve concert will
take place in the Westfield High
School auditorium, 550 Dorian Road
in Westfield, and will finish at ap-
proximately 9 p.m. Tickets in ad-
vance are $40 for general admission
and $70 for preferred seating ($45
and $75 at the door, if available).

Tickets for both concerts are now
available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the office
at 224 East Broad Street, Westfield
(10 a.m.-3 p.m.). Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets on line –
the process is simple, secure, and
possible to select seats and print
tickets.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

If you find yourself smiling, chuckling
and even guffawing at the antics of the four
old pals who gather for a bachelor party,
wedding and reunion in director Jon
Turteltaub’s “Last Vegas,” you’re prob-
ably giving away your age. But don’t worry.
To coin a phrase, what happens in “Last
Vegas” stays in “Last Vegas.” Get used to
it. Odds are good that before the Baby
Boomers all go to that Woodstock in the
sky there will be many an homage to their
cluster.

Fact is, we’ve seen this formulaic stencil
applied to several generations of golden
agers, all inevitably proffering the same
seriocomic message: Count your blessings.
While hardly profound and generally pre-
dictable, Mr. Turteltaub’s permutation is
respectably tendered…neither absurdly out-
landish nor depressingly melancholic. Its
prime attraction is in the likeability and
familiarity of the stereotypes its principals
fashion.

Opening with a note of nostalgia by
exhibiting old black and white photos of the
guys way back when, the first scene then
quickly establishes the characters via a
poignant confrontation with a local bully,
circa 1959. The die is cast. They will for-
ever be the Flatbush Four. But ah, when
flash-forwarded to the present, we learn the
fates certainly can be whimsical, if not
necessarily cruel.

 Robert De Niro’s Paddy, once the tough
guy, is now the curmudgeon…perennially
attired in bathrobe, holed up in his Brook-
lyn apartment, and forever fending off the
good intentions of a soup bearing young
lady who’d like to fix him up with her
grandma. He is a year into being a widower
and pretty much resigned to his self-in-
flicted pessimism.

Sam, portrayed by Kevin Kline and re-
tired to Florida with his wife (Joanna
Gleason), has taken to attending his own
sort of pity party. A veteran in good stand-
ing of the musculoskeletal joint replace-
ment wars, he is a commentator on all
things gerontological, his specialty, the six-
ties. Surveying the senior citizen landscape,
he issues a steady patter of cynical observa-
tions. Alas, the oomph has gone from his
marriage.

Archie’s woes, on the other hand, ema-
nate not from within, but via the overpro-
tective son with whom he lives in a tiny
New Jersey suburb. Despite a mild stroke
that has set all the red flags flying at the
scene of his familial incarceration, the Air
Force veteran portrayed with Morgan
Freeman’s usual, avuncular geniality, is hot
to trot when news comes of our 4th pal’s

pending marriage.
Of course Billy’s choice of a bride, the

cause célèbre of the plot, pretty much inks
his character sketch. A wealthy mover and
shaker now living in Malibu, this will be the
sixty-eight-year-old Peter Pan’s first mar-
riage. Smartly played by Michael Douglas,
he defensively notes that the rather nice
young lady is almost all of thirty-two.

Relating that detail to a sexy female
celebrant at one point in the bacchanalian
free-for-all that ensues once the party week-
end builds up a head of steam engenders a
response literally out of the mouth of a
babe: “Ooh, you must be very rich.”

Hmm, there’s the rub, and you don’t
need the Oracle of Delphi to surmise that
we’re probably going to find out just what
exactly has caused Billy’s irking form of
arrested development. Psst…it’s also a key
to the love-hate enmity he and Paddy share.

 Serving as catalyst, mascot and mother
confessor, Mary Steenburgen is endear-
ingly swell as Diana, the retired tax attor-
ney-turned-lounge singer who falls in with
the boys. She is quickly smitten with their
history. And wouldn’t you just know it,
Billy and Paddy’s competitiveness is re-
vived. All of which begs the question, who
will get the gal this time?

Yes indeed, aside from the slight twist
this subplot provides, you pretty much
know what to expect from the affable crew.
But while usually a detriment in storytelling,
truth is you wouldn’t have their mutual
epiphany delivered any other way.

Oh sure, the film’s currency would rise
in value if writer Dan Fogelman (“Cars”)
had managed to mine something truly novel
about aging and enduring friendship. How-
ever, while younger audiences might not
see the value in revisiting what they already
know about their grandpa, those for whom
this film is intended will more than likely be
willing to forgo a little haute cinema in
return for some warmhearted and knowing
affirmation.

Whether Messrs. De Niro, Freeman,
Douglas and Kline remind of the buddies
you have or wish you had, it’s nice laughing
both at and with them whilst appreciating
yet one more wondrous passage in the
bittersweet pageant of life. And despite the
implied finality in the title’s play on words,
should fortune provide for a “Last Vegas,
Again” and it’s showing during the day not
too far from the old age home, I look
forward to reviewing it.

…
“Last Vegas,” rated PG-13, is a CBS

Films release directed by Jon Turteltaub
and stars Robert De Niro, Morgan Free-
man, Michael Douglas and Kevin Kline.
Running time: 105 minutes

Photo courtesy of Master Gardener T.J. Karns
THANK YOU, GRANTORS!…Veteran Union County Master Gardener and
“Pin Party” hostess Joanne Krueger of Scotch Plains shared cake and gratitude
with members of the Westfield Service League (WSL) at the Master Gardeners’
25th Annual Recognition (“Pin”) Party on September 24. Pictured, left to right,
are: WSL President Daria Olson, Treasurer Cathy Kattak, Ms. Krueger and
volunteer Mary Kay Danskin represented WSL, which is one of the local non-
profit groups that have donated generously to the Master Gardeners over the
years.

All School Open House
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WHS to Present
Metamorphoses

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Theatre Department will
present Metamorphoses in the West-
field High School auditorium, located
at 550 Dorian Road, Westfield, on
Thursday, November 14, at 4 p.m.;
Friday, November 15, at 7:30 p.m.;
and Saturday, November 16, at 7:30
p.m.

The scenes - from the greed of
King Midas to the love of Eros and
Psyche - take place in and around a
large pool of water built into the
stage. General admission tickets are
$10 at the door.

SP-F Arts Association
Meeting and Bus Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts As-
sociation will meet Thursday, No-
vember 21, at the Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, which is located on the
grounds of Fanwood’s Borough Hall,
facing Watson Road, Fanwood.

The guest speaker will be Salvatore
Calcaterra, who will talk about the
artist Vermeer, the masterpieces he
painted, and the period and history
of Dutch paintings.

Salvatore Calcaterra was born and
raised in Bayonne. He attended
NJCU where he earned a Bachelors
and Masters degree in History and
English education. He taught En-
glish, Communications and Mythol-
ogy in the Woodbridge Township
secondary school system and is cur-
rently an adjunct professor at Saint
Peters University where he is teach-
ing Art History. Mr. Calcaterra has
traveled extensively around the
world where he visits museums and
sites of historical importance. His
teaching and travel experience com-
bined with his omnivorous curios-
ity have all contributed to a very
successful and rewarding career.

On display will be two pastel
paintings by former students of
Sandra Cerchio: they are studies of
“The Girl With a Pearl Earring” and
“The Milkmaid.” Sandra Cerchio is
the president of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Arts Association and
teaches semi-private art classes to
both children and adults.

Members of the Arts Association
are currently reading “The Girl With
a Pearl Earring” by Tracy Cheva-
lier. At the November meeting there
will be a discussion of the book and
the period in which Vermeer
painted.

On Thursday, December 12, the
SPFAA is organizing a bus trip to
the Frick Collection in New York
City. The bus leaves at 9 a.m. (res-
ervation to the museum is at 11 a.m.).
Price is $30 for transportation and
must be submitted by Thursday, No-
vember 21. Museum admission is
$20/$15 seniors 65 and older. On
display is Vermeer’s “Girl With a
Pearl Earring,” and other 17 Century
Dutch masters. Send your check for
$30 to SPFAA, P.O. Box 151, Fan-
wood, NJ 07023.

Summit Playhouse
Announces Auditions

SUMMIT - The Summit Playhouse
announced the second production of its
2014 season, The Last Night of Ballyhoo
Open auditions will be held on Thursday,
November 21, at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
November 23, at 4 p.m. at the playhouse,
10 New England Avenue in Summit.
Callbacks will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 30, at 4 p.m. Production dates are
February 21 and March 9. Rehearsals
begin the first week of January.

Director Sherrie Ahlin requests that
actors be familiar with the script. She is
seeking seven actors to fill the major
roles (three males and four females).
Auditions will start with cold readings
from sides provided in small groups.

Character breakdown is as follows:
Adolf Freitag - Never married,  owner of
Dixie Bedding and former president of
The Standard Club. He is welcoming and
open with new employee, Joe Farkas;
brutally caustic with widowed sister, Boo
Levy, and sentimental and loving with
favorite niece, Sunny.

Boo Levy - Boo is a force of nature.
Keenly aware of social status, and unsat-
isfied with her own fate, she relentlessly
pushes her daughter into a relationship
with a young man from a suitable south-
ern family. Depending on who she is
talking to, Boo is either acerbic or warm
as sugar.

Lala Levy - In her 20s, Lala is imma-
ture for her age. When a sorority rejected

her, her humiliation drives her to return
home. She is an insecure, self-obsessed
bundle of desperate energy.

Reba Freitag - The widow of Alfred
and Boo’s late brother. While Reba can
appear ditzy, she is colorful and wise in
her own way.

Sunny Freitag - Sunny is smart, warm,
intelligent, and very much attached to her
uncle and mother and is a successful
student at Wellesley.

Joe Farkas - A young, dapper New
Yorker immediately senses that he is a
fish out of water. Inherently proud of his
Jewish heritage, he doesn’t know what to
make of the Freitag’s Christmas tree and
Lala’s boasts of being the only Jews on
the street. An outspoken intellectual, Joe
is also a romantic. Sunny and Joe are the
play’s love interest.

Peachy Weil - Part of the prominent
Louisiana Weils, shares none of Lala’s
insecurity, Peachy is equally immature.
He thinks cruel jokes are funny. It doesn’t
occur to Peachy that Joe would take of-
fense at being identified as “the other
kind.”

The Summit Playhouse has an open
call casting policy. All roles are open,
none are pre-cast, and everyone is en-
couraged to audition. Call Petra Krugel at
(908) 514-1989 or email
krugs1302@gmail.com. For directions
or additional information, visit
www.summitplayhouse.org.


