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ALDREDGE HITS IN 1ST H.; McKEARY, DeMARS IN S.O.

Knights Stun Lady Cougars
In Sectional Soccer Shootout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seedings meant nothing in the
minds of the eighth-seeded West
Essex High School girls soccer
Knights when they marched into
Memorial Field in Cranford on No-
vember 7 and pulled off a stunning 4-
2 penalty kicks (PK) shootout vic-
tory over the top-seeded Lady Cou-
gars in the quarterfinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament.

The irony was that the 17-2-1 Cou-
gars controlled possession through-
out the majority of the game, espe-
cially in the two 10-minute overtime
periods. The Lady Cougars nearly
ended the struggle with four minutes
remaining in the first overtime when
they penetrated the Knights’ six-yard
area and launched a series of shots,
only to have them deflected by a
defender or goalkeeper Amanda
Masterson.

The Cougars nearly ended it again
in the second overtime when Anne
Gunther crossed to senior co-captain

Mairead McKeary, who was at
pointblank range from Masterson,
who managed to clear the ball. In the
all the confusion, McKeary stumbled
over the goal and was temporarily
injured, forcing her to come off the
field.

“I thought that we came out and we
were the better team today. Unfortu-
nately, we were not able to put away
our opportunities. And when you let
it come down to PK’s, it could be
anybody’s game. We didn’t have the
luck on our side today,” Cougar Head
Coach Jen Michewicz said.

The Cougars took five meaningful
shots on goal in the first half and the
second one meant a lot when Alexa
Aldredge knocked the ball into the
net after a long throw-in from Jenna
Ellenbacher with 28:15 on the clock.
McKeary followed up with a pair of
shots that Masterson saved, then later
McKeary made a charge downfield,
forcing Masterson to charge and make
a crucial stop.

In the first half, Cougar goalkeeper
Megan Pringle made two saves, but

neither shots were particularly con-
sidered threatening, but she was put
to the test and added two strong saves
as the 8-10-4 Knights took the initia-
tive for the first eight minutes of the
second half. McKeary broke that
streak with a breakaway run down
the left center, but her shot was de-
flected by a defender.

The Knights took one more shot on
goal and made good on it with 14:13
remaining in regulation when Erica
Perrotta, assisted by Emily Valerian,
made a sliding push to roll the ball
over the line and knot the score. The
Cougars, however, took several shots
on goal and with Aldredge’s and
McKeary’s close encounters with
Masterson and her Knights defend-
ers just a few feet away from the goal
nearly ended the game, but the 1-1 tie
forced overtime.

“I don’t think they outplayed us in
the second half. They had one play
that they were able to dribble through
our center and get us on our heels a
little bit,” Coach Michewicz said.

BLUE DEVIL JV GIRLS CAPTURE FIRST AT JAMESBURG

Blue Devil Boys 2nd, Girls 3rd
At NJ, Section 2, Group 4 X-C

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Millburn High School boys
and girls cross-country teams came
out on top in their respective North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 champi-
onships held at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on November 9. The Blue
Devil boys placed second with a total
of 66 to the Millers’ 64, while the
Blue Devil girls finished third with a
total of 58, behind Millburn at 42 and
North Hunterdon at 54.

Six of the seven Blue Devil girls
turned in personal-record times at the

longer course at Warinanco, begin-
ning with Gabby Stravach, who
crossed fifth with a time of 19:33.
Erica Fischer finished sixth at 19:47.
Meghan O’Dwyer finished 14th in
20:07 and Gabrielle Brennan finished
15th at 20:08. Natalie Marcotullio
placed 18th at 20:14, Anna Tanji fin-
ished 28th at 20:45 and Kelly
Morrison crossed 44th at 21:25. The
girls also set a WHS record team
average of 19:57.

“The girl’s had a good day but not
the day they wanted. We ran a school
record 19:57 team time, which is

outstanding given that Warinanco’s
Championship Course is 200 meters
longer than the 5K standard course.
Six of the runners ran personal bests
and Gabby Stravach set a new school
record individually,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Thom Hornish said.

Millburn’s Corey Weiss finished
third with a time of 19:10. Miller
Antania Belzar finished seventh at
19:49 and Nikki Cavander finished
ninth at 19:57.

“Millburn had its best day and took
home the sectional championship.
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The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team won the North Jersey,
Section 2 championship in a hard-
fought battle over last year’s winner
Bishop Ahr. The Blue Devils finished
with a total of 111.025 and Bishop
Ahr totaled 110.65. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed third with a total of
103.825, followed by Cranford at
103.175 and Summit at 101.55.

The victory, which was their first
since 2006, was a wonderful sendoff

for Head Coach Melissa Greenwald,
who will retire from coaching after
this season. When the results were
announced Coach Greenwald was
overcome with emotion and the girls
rushed to surround her and celebrate.
Greenwald’s 14-year run at Westfield
ended with the very satisfying Sec-
tional title. Assistant Coach Amanda
Diaz will take over next year.

Westfield used 11 girls in the com-
petition and eight recorded All-

Around totals. Junior Jenna Rizkalla
placed third with an All-Around total
of 37, followed by senior Abby Cook
with a 36.626. Hannah Goldring was
eighth at 35.975. Bishop Ahr’s Juliana
Drapkin swept every event to record
a total of 38.35, followed by team-
mate Casey Sabino at 37.875. Blue
Devil Mae Devin took sixth at 36.125
and Cranford Cougar Alex Puryear
took seventh All-Around with a 36.05.
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Blue Devil Gymnasts Grab Section Title

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE LOOSE BALL...Cougar Anne Gunther, left, tries to get to a loose ball before West Essex Lady Knight
Shannon Bertscha, No. 5, gets to it. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Liz McAlister for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH JERSEY SECTION 2 GYMNASTICS CHAMPS...The 2013 Westfield High School gymnastics team


