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WF’s RAWLES GETS 5 TDs;RAIDER WHITE GETS 3 TDs

Blue Devil Grid Boys Reject
Raiders with 41-28 Triumph

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Eugene
Rawles, with help from his offensive
line, and the defense line’s “Wall of
Pounds” consisting of bruisers Joe
Scaglione, Tom Anderson, Chris
Sweeney and Dave Kane saw to it
that the Westfield High School foot-
ball team was going to qualify for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 play-

offs with a 41-28 victory over rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Gary
Kehler Stadium on November 9.

Rawles elevated himself into the
rarified atmosphere of six other Blue
Devils who have managed to score
five touchdowns (TD) in one game.

“It feels pretty good. I don’t know
what to say. I am just excited that I got
five touchdowns. I got a good old
line,” Rawles said.

Rawles carried 18 times for 117
yards in three quarters and had TD
runs of two yards, 60 yards, three
yards and one yard, and converted a
screen pass over the middle to a 75-
yard scoring play. He also nearly
duplicated that screen pass with a 39-
yard gain. Both screens managed to
avoid the big Raider defensive line-
men Rashan Gary and Nick Hall,

PROSUK DELIVERS 3 GOALS, MORGAN ADDS 2 ASSTS

Blue Devils ‘Erase’ Columbia
In Boys Soccer Sectional, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely do the starters get the op-
portunity to sit out the majority of the
second half and observe their reserves
in a sectional tournament, but it hap-
pened when the fifth-seeded Westfield
High School boys soccer team over-
whelmed 12th-seeded Columbia, 7-
0, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 5.

The Blue Devils grabbed a 4-0 lead
by halftime and added two more be-
fore the midway point of the second
half. Junior midfielder Mike Prosuk
buried three of the goals, while se-
nior forwards Mate Landeka and Sam
Sokolin, and juniors Matt Williams
and Dereck Amadye each netted one

goal. Senior forward Alik Morgan
assisted on the first two goals with
some nifty right-to-left footwork.

The visiting Cougars were keenly
aware of the powerful throw-ins from
senior co-captain/midfielder Zach
Sheil, who decided to keep them
guessing not just with his throw-ins
but with the five corner kicks he took.

“It gets around the ability of the
thrower, so we had to mix it up and
keep them guessing. We haven’t
played each other in a few years, but
they came in and immediately knew,
they were aware the long throws, so
we had to mix it up and do some short
ones and run some different plays
and keep them off-balance,” Sheil
explained.

Sheil was also aware that his team
should not take the Cougars lightly.

“We knew they were a very athletic
team, so some kids were going to be
faster than us. We were the favorites,
but once it comes to states anyone
can win regardless of records. We
just had to play our game. Once we
did and got a few goals, it got easier
from there,” He said.

Senior co-captain Jeremie Dedea,
who had been securing the backfield
all season due to the injury of co-
captain Tom Randazzo, got the op-
portunity to move up to his regular
position as a midfielder, and he man-
aged to cash in on the action with an
assist, along with intensifying the
pressure on the Columbia defense.

“Now we have our back four start-
ing. We weren’t able to have that in
the beginning of the season because

CUNNINGHAM NOTCHES 2 GOALS, YEAGER NETS ONE

Top Seed Lady Raiders Mute
Millers in Section Soccer, 3-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heroes emerged! Midfielder
Kathryn Cunningham fired in a pair
of goals and forward Kelly Yeager
notched in a goal early in the first half
as the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ soccer
team staggered the ninth-seeded
Millburn Millers, 3-0, in a quarterfinal
round showdown of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 state tournament
on November 7 in Scotch Plains.

The 20-1-1 Raiders’ offensive plan
once again was simple. Controlled play,
come out tough and scrappy and that
was exactly how the game unfolded.
Raider goalkeeper Angela Rastelli made

four saves, while her defense and of-
fensive teammates physically domi-
nated throughout the game. Miller
keeper Courtney Brosnan encountered
a barrage of 21 shots, (14 in the first
half) and finished with eight saves.

“We just wanted to keep posses-
sion of the ball, work the ball, get
opportunities and we did in both
halves. The first half, we just hap-
pened to score; second half, we didn’t,
so that’s a credit to their defense and
their goalie was really exceptional.
We wanted the kids to stay positive.
Defensively, we have good, fast kids
all over the field. We used our speed
to our advantage today, kept posses-
sion of the ball and good things hap-

pened for us. My assistant, Michelle
Tobiak came out with the game plan
and we were just positive the whole
time, so it was all her,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing.

The first Raider goal presented it-
self when forward Kelly Yeager, on
an assist by forward Tori Baliatico,
stroked the ball past the Miller keeper
in the fifth minute of the first half.

“Our coach told us before the game
that they would want it as us, but we
showed that we wanted it more. We
had a lot of give and go and lots of
connections between the players. We
really came together as a team and
showed it by dominating the field,”
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HER SECOND GOAL...Raider senior Kathryn Cunningham drills in her second goal of the game on a penalty
kick against Millburn in the quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament in Scotch Plains on November
7. The top-seeded Raiders won, 3-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR A GOOD POSITION ON THE BALL...Blue Devil midfielder Dereck Amadye, No. 24, battles a Cougar
for possession of the ball on November 5. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BANNER DAY AT THE OFFICE...Blue Devil running back Eugene Rawles, No. 5, ran for four touchdowns and added
another on a screen pass against the Raiders on November 9. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Blue Devils/Raiders Fall in Sections
Stories in November 21 Edition


