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F-SP ‘Y’ Class to Address
Diabetes Education/Exercise
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
offer a diabetes class focusing on those
with Type 2 diabetes, typically known
as Adult Onset Diabetes, and those at
risk for developing diabetes, known
as pre-diabetes. This 10-week pro-
gram, beginning the week of Monday,
November 18, will be held at the “Y”’s
Main Facility, located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This series of classes is designed to
not only help those with existing dia-
betes better control their blood sugar,
but also those with pre-diabetes by
providing them with information that
can possibly delay or stop its path to
actual diabetes. Among the ways an
individual can determine if he or she
has or is at risk for pre-diabetes:

Confirmation through a blood test
with one’s physician.

He or she previously had gesta-
tional diabetes.

Other factors to consider are a
strong family history of Type 2 dia-
betes, inactive lifestyle and a Body
Mass Index (BMI) greater than 25.

Donna Peart, a Registered Dietitian

as well as a personal trainer, will lead
the class. Ms. Peart has specialized in
diabetes management for many years.
Participants will learn their individual
calorie needs, develop their own meal
plan and have cooking demonstra-
tions. The program also will focus on
exercise. To register, call the YMCA at
(908) 889-8880 and/or contact Ms.
Peart for further information at
dpeart@fspymca.org.

Joachim K. ‘Joe’ Loeber, 93,
Was Master Artist and Teacher

Joachim K. “Joe” Loeber, mas-
ter artist and teacher, died on
Wednesday, November 6, at his
home in Key West after challeng-
ing terminal cancer for more than
six months. He passed his 93rd
birthday on July 8, and continued
his artist workshop there until
shortly before his death.

Key West was his home from
1973, although there were years of
shared residence and
teaching with his first
home in Westfield,
N.J. Mr. Loeber was
an artist of great ac-
complishment over a
long life that spanned
Germany and Europe,
then America — New
Jersey and Florida-
Key West.

Born in 1920 in
Sorau, Germany, and
a portrait painter from
childhood, Joe entered
the Berlin Academy of
Fine Arts at the age of
16. But in Hitler Germany, he was
appalled as he saw the arts becom-
ing a propaganda medium, with
abstract art outlawed. So, while
pursuing formal studies at the acad-
emy, he also began working ac-
tively with a clandestine neo-Bau-
haus group of international young
artists under the guidance of pro-
fessors including H. M. Th.
Dannenberg. Through the sponsor-
ship of Prof. Arnold Waldschmit,
Mr. Loeber was introduced to the
eminent abstract expressionist
master Edvard Munch in Norway.

Resistant to the realities of life
in Hitler Germany, the red-haired,
rebellious young Loeber managed
to survive, and paint, with what-
ever resources were available. He
was deeply interested from youth
in the art of creative masters in-
cluding Klee, Kandinsky, Picasso,
Feininger. But he also was a classi-
cally-trained portrait artist and
muralist, and those skills helped
him after World War II to become
a professor of art in Germany, and
then emigrate to America with his
small family.

In post-war Germany in 1948,
Mr. Loeber was invited to head the
Department of Art in the Erlangen
Army Education Center, affiliate
of the University of Maryland.
There, in addition to administra-
tive duties as Department Head,
Professor Loeber conducted
classes, held lecture courses and
painted numerous murals and por-
traits, also completing 24 stained
glass windows for the Education
Center Library there. His portraits
included powerful generals and
other military leaders.

Drawing ultimately from his cre-
ative resources of German expres-
sionist and abstract painting, Joe
as a painter over a long lifetime
emerged from classical portraits
and landscapes into powerful ab-
stract and semi-abstract paintings
with amazingly diverse talents and
skills that developed in Europe and
reached full expression in America,
where he emigrated in 1952.

In the United States, he was
popular both as a lecturer in art
and as a researcher of art materials
and the chemistry of art, working
to develop products such as a “gel”
medium and doing experimental
testing with his friend, the late
Ralph Mayer, author of “The
Artist’s Handbook,” a classic ref-
erence for professional artists, and
several leaders of companies in-
cluding Utrecht.

During his years in New Jersey,
the artist counted as one of his
good friends the late artist Ben
Shahn, whose book, “The Shape

of Content,” was published in 1957
and based on a series of six lec-
tures that Mr. Shahn gave during a
term as a Harvard University pro-
fessor.

After emigrating to the United
States and opening a private studio
in Westfield, Mr. Loeber taught
private and semi-private classes
and conducted a master workshop
for promising students — a prac-

tice he also continued
in Key West for more
than 35 years.

While teaching at the
Summit Art Center (now
New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts) for years,
he also was elected
president of the New
Jersey Academy of Fine
Arts. During that time,
he also conducted Euro-
pean study trips and was
featured in a one-man
show preceding a
Chagall exhibition at the
Rau Gallery in

Bamberg, Germany. He later served
as president of the Painters and Sculp-
tors Society in New Jersey.

In Key West, where he “fell in
love with the city, the location and
the people,” he was featured in a
one-man show with the Key West
Art and Historical Society at the
East Martello Gallery and Mu-
seum. At the time, critic Stephen
Langford, in The Key West Citizen,
wrote, “The greatness of Joachim
K. Loeber would warrant guiding
busloads of school-children
through his exhibit, in order to
show them what a master painter
was doing in the year of our Bicen-
tennial. Here is an enormous tal-
ent. As a colorist he would rank
with Vasareky; his mastery of de-
sign is without equal in these parts;
his versatility is such that to list his
favorite themes would sound like
an index to an art encyclopedia.
He has no style, so varied and bril-
liant is each work...”

After settling full-time in his Key
West home in the 1970s, Mr.
Loeber and his wife, Irene, also an
artist known professionally as Irene
Stanton, shared their large, airy
studio space, and over the years
welcomed many students and
guests to their studio and gallery.

Joe Loeber also has exhibited
his work at the Gallery on Greene.

Insistently maintaining his per-
sonal privacy as an artist, Mr.
Loeber supported the arts in Key
West, including regular contribu-
tions to the Anne McKee Artist
Fund Auction, and donations in-
cluding his “Treasure King,” a large
oil painting that reflected his per-
sonal awareness of the triumph and
tragedy of the quest of the late Mel
Fisher and his family for lost Span-
ish treasure galleons, and which
was given to the Fisher family.

In 1997, featured as “Loeber: a
singular artist” in The Key West
Citizen, the artist voiced a princi-
pal theme: “Art to me should make
the invisible visible, and the com-
mon uncommon...”.

Artist, painter of diverse skills
and choices of media, Joe Loeber
always emphasized “Life is what I
am trying to express in my art work.”

Mr. Loeber is survived by his
wife, Irene; two sons by a previous
marriage; three grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

As no memorial services are
planned, family suggestions would
be for contributions to the Hospice
and Visiting Nurse Association of
the Florida Keys, 1319 William
Street, Key West, FL 33040.

The Dean-Lopez Funeral Home
is in charge of the arrangements.
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Scott Schmedel, 82, Was BOE President;
Wall Street Journal Writer For 50 years

Scott R. Schmedel, 82, of
Mountainside passed away on Satur-
day, November 9, at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit.

As a staff member and then
freelancer, he wrote for The Wall
Street Journal for 50 years. He was
best known for writing the weekly
front-page column, “Tax Report,” for
14 years. In 1994 he wrote the book
entitled “The Wall Street Journal
Guide to Understanding Your Taxes.”

He served as president of the
Mountainside Board of Education for
a year and, later, appointed by the
New Jersey Supreme Court, as the
lay member of a panel that arbitrated
disputes between lawyers and their
clients.

His remarkable wife, Paulina, died

in 2007. He is survived by a daughter,
Anna Schmedel, and a son and his
wife, Richard and Theresa Schmedel,
with two grandsons, Jonathan and
Christopher – all equally remarkable.

A visitation and memorial service
will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday, November 16, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations to the Mountainside
Education Foundation, P.O. Box
1203, Mountainside, N.J. 07092 or
Friends of Mountainside Library, 1
Constitution Plaza, Mountainside,
N.J. 07092 would be appreciated.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 

Name
Address
City                                          State             Zip
Phone
Email

We accept direct
admissions at 
ALL levels
Please send me
information on:
❑ Independent Living
❑ Assisted Living
❑ Memory Care
❑ Skilled Nursing
❑ Rehabilitation &

Wellness

FellowshipVillage
Continuing Care Retirement Community

FellowshipVillage

Fellowship Village
offers some of
the largest
Independent
Living
residences
of any
CCRC in 
New Jersey –
up to 4,000 sq. ft.

Enjoy a robust, carefree
retirement in an environment where leisure,
educational and social opportunities abound. 

Be assured if you ever need health care 
services, they are also provided on-site. 

For a brochure or tour
call 877-395-1715

More Space...
Less Maintenance

Clair Connolly, 80, Worked For AT&T;
Was History and Poetry Enthusiast

Clair Connor Connolly, 80, of
Garwood died peacefully on Tues-
day, November 5, 2013, with her
family at her bedside.

A native of Philadelphia, she had
lived in Bala Cynwyd, Pa. as a child
and spent her high school years in
Wildwood Crest. Clair played bas-
ketball at Immaculata College,
worked as a traffic supervisor for
AT&T and was an avid student of
history, poetry and antique furniture.

After stints in Houston, Detroit, New
York City, Middletown, N.J. and Vir-
ginia Beach, she settled in Westfield,
where she lived for 25 years before
moving to Garwood five years ago.

She is survived by her husband of
48 years, William G. Connolly, Jr.,
and three children, William G. III of
Maplewood, Kathleen of Providence,

R.I. and Harold of Washington, D.C.
She also is survived by three grand-
children, Claire, William IV and Nora;
two sisters, Marie Smith and Marga-
ret Levering, and dozens of nieces
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, November 9, at
St. Anne’s Church in Garwood.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Family Emergency
Fund, The Learning Community, 21
Lincoln Avenue, Central Falls, R.I.
02863 or to the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey, 31 Evans Termi-
nal, Hillside, N.J. 07205.

November 14, 2013

Howard R. Billson, 84, Army Veteran;
Was Co-Owner of Bob and Bill Shell

Howard Robert Billson, 84, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, 2013, surrounded by his lov-
ing family. A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated yesterday, Wednes-
day, November 13, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Mr. Billson was born in Plainfield
and grew up in Westfield. He later
lived in Avenel. For the last 10 years
he resided in Greensboro, Md. Mr.
Billson served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Korean Conflict. He was the
co-owner of Bob and Bill Shell in

Rahway for 40 years before retiring.
He is survived by his five children,

Robert, Terry Brooks, Karen, Peter
(owner of ELB Internet Services) and
Howard. He also will be deeply
missed by his six grandchildren, Kelly
Gutierrez, Katie, Josh and Ryan
Brooks, Zachary and Gabriella
Billson, along with six great-grand-
children, Damien, Kayla, Jasmine,
Jenna, Tyler and Adien.

Please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
to leave a message for the family.
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Shackamaxon Thanksgiving
Dinner to Benefit Imagine

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Shackamaxon Country Club will
host a Thanksgiving Dinner on
Thursday, November 28, with 10
percent of the proceeds to be do-
nated to Imagine, a year-round grief
support center for children and
adults located in Westfield and serv-
ing all surrounding communities.

Founded in 2011, Imagine is a
non-profit dedicated to helping
people cope with the loss of a fam-
ily member. The Westfield branch
is one of 500 organizations world-
wide based on The Dougy Center
model in Portland, Ore.

Seatings for the Shackamaxon
Thanksgiving event are at 3 p.m., 4
p.m. and 5 p.m. The cost is $45 for
adults, $20 for children ages 7 to 12,
and $12 for children ages 3 to 6.
Shackamaxon Country Club is lo-
cated at 1607 Shackamaxon Drive in
Scotch Plains. For more information
or to make reservations for the

JCC to Host Mr. Sepinwall
For ‘TV Talk’ November 21

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will host
television critic Alan Sepinwall in a
program entitled “TV Talk” on Thurs-
day, November 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Sepinwall is an American tele-
vision reviewer and writer who spent
14 years as a columnist with The
Star-Ledger. He left the newspaper in
2010 to work for the entertainment
news website HitFix.com. Slate.com
said Mr. Sepinwall, “changed the
nature of television criticism” and
called him the “acknowledged king
of the form” with regard to weekly
episode recaps and reviews.

Area residents are invited to come
dish about current television shows
such as the critically-acclaimed
“Breaking Bad,” “Mad Men,”
“Shameless,” “Homeland” and
“Game of Thrones;” get an insider’s
perspective and join in a conversa-

tion about popular programs.
Attendees are invited to check out

what Mr. Sepinwall has to say on his
twitter feed, twitter.com/sepinwall.
They also can get a preview of Mr.
Sepinwall on Firewall and Iceberg,
his podcast at HitFix, which he hosts
with television critic Dan Fienberg.

Mr. Sepinwall’s book, “The Revo-
lution Was Televised,” was named
one of 2012’s best books by The New
York Times. His book will be on sale
at this JCC event for signing.

Tickets are $15 for JCC members
and $18 for others. Tickets can be
purchased online at jccnj.org or in
person at the JCC. Refreshments will
be served.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

College Club Plans
Zumba on Monday

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will present
a Zumba party on Monday, Novem-
ber 18, at The Chelsea, located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood.

The program will feature Ann
Marie Gervasio, a certified instructor
of Zumba, which fuses fitness, enter-
tainment and culture into a dance
class. Zumba dance is set to a mix of
music from around the world.

This low-impact class will be tai-
lored to accommodate all fitness and
ability levels. Refreshments will be
served at 7:30 p.m. and the program
will begin at 7:45 p.m.

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Christmas Party
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church will
host its Annual Christmas Party on
Monday, December 2, at 7:30 p.m. in
the school auditorium.

The Joyful Sound Children’s Choir,
directed by Joanne Gurske, will pro-
vide entertainment. There also will
be a 50/50 and raffles plus refresh-
ments. All women of the parish and
guests are invited. The church and
school are located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Shackamaxon Thanksgiving Dinner,
call Amanda Maloney at (908) 233-
1300, extension no. 1203, or e-mail her
at amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com.


