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OASIS YOUTH...Members of ReCharge, the Oasis-Church-NJ.com Youth
Group, are pictured enjoying an outdoor excursion. This month, the teens are
teaming up with Family Promise and other area churches to help homeless
families sheltering at the First United Methodist Church of Scotch Plains by
preparing and serving meals, playing with the children, and collecting
donated bedding supplies.

First Baptist Invites Public
To ‘American Rhapsody’

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield and its Youth
Group will host “An American Rhap-
sody,” featuring classical guitarist
Loren C. Fortna, this Sunday, No-
vember 17, at 5 p.m.

“An American Rhapsody” is in-
spired by Owen Middleton’s single-
movement sonata of the same name.
This solo, classical guitar program
features works by living U.S. guitar-
ist-composers. These works success-
fully fuse modernisms with hints of
ragtime, show tunes, impressionism
and bluegrass, according to an over-
view of the program.

Mr. Fortna holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music Theoretical Studies
from Susquehanna University, a Mas-
ter of Music degree from the Univer-
sity of Akron and an Artist’s Diploma
from Montclair State University.

As a performer, Mr. Fortna has
appeared throughout North America,
from New Jersey to Vancouver, B.C.,
as a soloist, accompanist, ensemble
member and conductor.

Since 2001 he has been teaching
vocal and general music in the New
Jersey public schools. In 2004 he
joined the Springfield Public Schools,
where he was named District Teacher
of the Year for the 2008-2009 school

year. Mr. Fortna became a faculty
member of Montclair State Univer-
sity in 2009, where he teaches applied
classical guitar and serves as the fac-
ulty advisor to Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street in Westfield. A free
will offering will be taken at the door.
Further information is available by
visiting fbcwestfield.org or calling
(908) 233-2278.

Author Linda Barth to Offer
Look at Jersey Inventions

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present
Linda J. Barth, author of “The Gar-
den State: Where Ideas Grow, A
History of Inventing in New Jer-
sey: From Thomas Edison to the
Ice Cream Cone,” on Sunday, No-
vember 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum, lo-
cated at 124 North Union Avenue
in Cranford. The program will be-
gin at 2:15 p.m.

Many Americans are familiar
with Thomas Edison’s “invention
factory” in Menlo Park, where he
patented the phonograph, the light
bulb and many more innovations.
Yet many other ideas have grown
in the Garden State, too. New
Jerseyans brought sound and mu-
sic to movies and built the very
first drive-in theater. In addition to
the first cultivated blueberry, treats
like ice cream cones and M&M’s®
are Jersey natives. Iconic aspects
of American life, like Bubble
Wrap®, the boardwalk, the Band-
Aid® and even professional base-
ball itself started in New Jersey.
The vacuum cleaner, plastic and
air-conditioning, as well as many
other important advances in medi-
cine and surgery, also were devel-
oped here.

During her program, Ms. Barth
will explore groundbreaking, use-
ful, fun and even silly inventions
and their New Jersey roots.

Ms. Barth is a retired fourth-
grade teacher who l ives in
Somerville. She has served on the
boards of Celebrate New Jersey,
the Raritan-Millstone Heritage
Alliance and the D&R Canal
Watch, and currently is executive
director of the League of Histori-
cal Societies of New Jersey. She is
the author of “Bridgetender’s Boy,”
“The Delaware and Raritan Ca-
nal” and “The Delaware and
Raritan Canal at Work” and has
contributed to the “Encyclopedia
of New Jersey.”

Space is limited, so reservations
are required. To reserve a seat, call
the Historical Society’s office at
(908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but dona-
tions are always welcomed.

The Society has been dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect and
document the township’s past as it
progresses through the 21st cen-
tury. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

SUPERB SOUND...The “Pipes of St. Paul’s” will be featured this Sunday,
November 17, at a 4 p.m. concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield that
will highlight the church’s organ. Music Director and Organist Charles M.
Banks, with concert pianists Doris La Mar and Pamela Aslin and baritone soloist
David Murray, will perform a variety of classical and popular pieces for this
family-friendly event. St. Paul’s Church is located at 414 East Broad Street.

Special Concert to Showcase
‘Pipes of St. Paul’s’ Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will present a special concert featur-
ing the “Pipes of St. Paul’s” this Sun-
day, November 17, beginning at 4
p.m. This concert will showcase St.
Paul’s pipe organ – one of the largest
in the northeast region.

Included on the program will be a
variety of works selected to display
the unique orchestral and classical
voices of the organ. These include
Sibelius’ Finlandia, as well as works
by Bach, Daquin, Grieg, Manz,
Schumann and Sullivan.

Charles M. Banks, St. Paul’s direc-
tor of music and organist, will be
joined by concert pianists Pamela
Aslin of Cranford and Doris La Mar
of Westfield in duets for piano and
organ, including arrangements of
“Amazing Grace” and “Simple Gifts.”

Baritone David Murray of Scotch
Plains will be the soloist in a rarely-
performed concert version of Sir
Arthur Sullivan’s “The Lost Chord”
for soloist, piano and organ.

Following the concert, the public
is invited to a wine and appetizer
reception in The Cloister.

Concert tickets are not required, but
a donation of $20 for adults is sug-
gested to help support St. Paul’s music
programs and concerts. Students will
be admitted at no charge and parking
in the area also will be free.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, across from the municipal
building. For more information, con-
tact Mr. Banks at (908) 451-5082 or
cbnj123@verizon.net. For last-
minute updates, visit St. Paul’s
website, stpaulswestfield.org.

Wnucks Welcome
Danica Lynn

Andrea and Erik Wnuck of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter and second child,
Danica Lynn Wnuck, on Thursday,
July 18, 2013, at 11:20 a.m. at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Danica weighed 8 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 21.5 inches
in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are George and Barbara Forese
of Bloomsburg, Pa.

The late William Wnuck of
Edison, N.J. and Linda Chakey of
Fort Wayne, Ind. are her paternal
grandparents.

Danica joins the Wnuck family
along with her older brother,
Alexander George, who was born
on December 16, 2010.

Oasis Church Youth Group
Helping Homeless Families

SCOTCH PLAINS — ReCharge,
the Oasis-Church-NJ.com teen
youth group, is teaming up this
November with non-profit Family
Promise and other area churches
to help shelter the homeless.

According to Kathy Avens, Oa-
sis  Youth Group minister,
ReCharge members will cook din-
ners for families sheltering at the
First United Methodist Church in
Scotch Plains. Other responsibili-
ties include serving, playing with
the children, and cleanup on those
nights. The group also is collect-
ing donations of bedding supplies
like sheets, blankets, comforters
and other care package items for
distribution to the needy families.

“As a church, our mission is to
compassionately share Jesus and
His love with hurting people here
and all around the world,” Ms.
Avens stated. “This is a great op-
portunity for our Oasis Church and
ReCharge Youth Group to start with
our own community.”

Oasis is a three-year-old, non-
denominational New Jersey church
that meets in two locations: Sun-
days at 11 a.m. at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Renaissance, located at 250 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, and Sun-
days at 10 a.m. at the Regal Hadley
Cinema Stadium, located at 1000
Corporate Court in South Plainfield.

Oasis is a casual, contemporary
church known for its upbeat Chris-
tian rock worship and relevant mes-
sages people can use in everyday

life. For more information about
how youth can get involved in the
ReCharge group, call Ms. Avens at
(908) 313-5430. For the church
office, call (732) 406-7821 or visit
Oasis-Church-NJ.com.
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor
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Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
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Temple Coat Drive
To Benefit Needy

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will collect gently-
used coats on Sunday, November
24, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the
synagogue. The coat drive will be
open to the community. A drive-
through will be set up and volun-
teers from Congregation Beth Israel
will be on hand to collect coats di-
rectly from donors’ cars.

The coat drive will benefit Jersey
Cares, a non-profit, community-
based organization that mobilizes the
collection and distribution of thou-
sands of winter coats to men, women
and children in need.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Social
Action Committee has participated
in the Jersey Cares annual coat drive
for many years. The committee col-
lected close to 100 gently-used coats
last November.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains. For
more information, call the synagogue
office at (908) 889-1830 or contact
Joanne Schwartz, event co-chair-
woman, at Joannedbs@comcast.net
or at (908) 654-7553.

Family Day on Tap
For Sp. Needs Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Family
Fun Day for children with special
needs and their families will take
place on Sunday, December 8, from
1 to 3 p.m. at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Open to children of all ages and
their siblings, Family Fun Day will
include music therapy with
Jammin’ Jean, arts and crafts, and
swimming in the JCC’s heated
pool. Families are encouraged to
come early and participate in Su-
per Sunday, the community’s fund-
raising phonathon in support of
the UJA Campaign of Greater
MetroWest, with lots of family pro-
gramming.  For detai ls ,  visi t
jfedgmw.org/supersunday.

Admission will be free but reg-
istration is requested by e-mailing
rwanatick@jfedgmw.org or call-
ing (973) 929-3129.

Sponsors include MetroWest
ABLE of Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, Friendship
Circle of Union County, JCC of
Central New Jersey and Ma’ayan.

Screening on Tap
For Bone Density

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department, in con-
junction with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter, will offer a bone density screen-
ing on Thursday, November 21, from
10 to 11:30 a.m. The program costs
$10 and registration is required.

Open to residents of Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Summit, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Westfield, this screening
will take place in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street. The
Community Room can be entered
from East Broad Street. To register,
call 1-(888) 247-9580.


