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Rep. Holt, You Failed to Mention
That Millions May Lose Coverage

Dear Congressman Holt:
As usual I thank you for your e-

mail of October 16, 2013 and appre-
ciate that you are as you stated, “As
your voice in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.”

I agree with you that the govern-
ment shutdown is outrageous and
was very disappointed in you, the
other members of the House and Sen-
ate and especially the President. I
saw in him a total lack of leadership.
This appears to be a repeating theme
of this administration.

You mentioned the impacts of the
shutdown and the affect on some
31,000 civil servants. Some of these
people I see on a weekly basis and
know that they are a benefit to our
nation. You also mention 4,000 fami-
lies and 200,000 small business af-
fected. On the other hand, I see that
Congress and the President, who I
understand, did not have their sala-
ries and benefits suspended. This is
remarkable since it was Congress and
the President’s fault, not our workers
such as those in the NPS. In addition,
you failed to mention the two million
to a possible 127,000,000 that may
lose their medical coverage or the
reported 800,000 New Jersey resi-
dents. To say that this is callous would
be kind! There is a possibly that the
likes of Ted Cruz may one day soon
be hailed as a hero for standing up
against impossible odds for what he
believed in and in a few short weeks
are being proven correct.

Congressman, we are $17 billion
in debt, we have done nothing to stop
this from growing and on October
16, 2013 you voted to continue to
raise it even higher. When will you in

Congress and the White House do
something about this? Will it be next
week, next month, next year, next
century or when? This is absurd and
is unacceptable. Since you all work
for us taxpayers, I request that you
provide an action plan how this debt
will be addressed along with a time
frame for its reduction to zero.

When it comes to your statement
about one party can overturn dully
passed law, is this not why we have
three parts of government, and the
House is responsible for funding?
Am I mistaken that this method has
been used to not fund other budget
items in the past? Perhaps you in
Congress should have had the fore-
thought to see that this was a possibil-
ity on your Christmas night passing
of this bill with no opposition party
inclusion in the discussion. This does
not sound like open government.
Every day we are seeing more and
more problems. The news report on
failures of the website, in accurate
policy amounts, loss of policies, high
policy costs, and disregard of the
ACA bill, securities concerns, spe-
cial treatment and out right lies from
the President.

When it comes to the continual
demonization of any group, this is
not what I expect from “As your
voice in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.” I want my voice to not de-
mean any group, woman, religious,
racial, ethic or any other groups just
because they have a different opinion
from you. The Tea Party is obviously
a thorn in your and your party’s side
and have you all worried. We have
seen this before; during World War II
our nation demonized the Axis pow-
ers, such to make it easier to go to war
against them. The Japanese did it in
the South Pacific and this caused
many Japanese civilians to commit
suicide rather than be captured by
U.S. troops. We have seen it also
done to religious and ethic groups as
well. You are not my voice on this
despicable demonization. If you are,
then stand up and apologize and push
to have all others who have done so,
to do the same. The language that
came out of your party is below the
dignity of your office and is highly
unprofessional. This is not what I
expect from my elected officials.

Some saw the “train wreck” hap-
pening and tried to stop it, but offi-
cials like you did not even want to
talk to them.

There may be some in our neigh-
borhood who might find this interest-
ing so I will share it with the media.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Now Is Time to Address Issues With
Action on Scotch Plains Council

I would like to express a heartfelt
and sincere thanks to the voters of
Scotch Plains for entrusting me with
a seat on the township council. I am
humbled by the support, and promise
to work diligently for the good of all
the residents of Scotch Plains.

I would also like to thank those
who actively supported my campaign,
helping me to get the message out
about the issues that I believe are
important that our town address, as
well as those that I heard from so
many constituents.

I also extend best wishes to my
opponent, Mr. Beckerman, and thank
him for his public service and his
willingness to put himself forward as
a candidate. Our system of govern-
ment works best when we have good
people willing to put themselves for-
ward and debate the issues.

In this election, we debated quite a
few issues, and now is the time to
address those issues with action.

The most immediate challenge fac-
ing Scotch Plains is next year’s mu-
nicipal budget. We must move away
from funding our regular operations
with one-time, non-recurring items
like funds from the sewer utility. We
know that the report by the outside
accountant who examined the sewer
utility and the town’s finances con-

cluded that funding existing town-
ship services next year will likely
require a tax increase of $400k over
the 2 percent cap.

It is important that residents under-
stand that because Scotch Plains has
in prior years had tax increases for
the municipal part of the property tax
bill of under 2 percent, the council
now has the ability to raise taxes
above the 2 percent cap without a
voter referendum. There is something
called a “cap bank,” which has no
real money in it, but this bank records
how much higher taxes could have
been raised in the past without ex-
ceeding the cap. A simple example
would be the council passing a bud-
get with zero increase one year, then
the following year they could have
up to a 4 percent increase without
voter referendum, using that year’s
allowed 2 percent increase plus 2
percent “banked” from the previous
year.

A tax increase above the cap would
be undesirable, but actions taken this
past year have put us in a position
where that may be unavoidable. I
pledge to work diligently with the
professional staff to hold next year’s
tax increase as low as possible, while
doing so in a way that is fiscally
responsible so that the town remains
on a solid financial footing and main-
tains its strong credit rating in the
marketplace.

Aside from financial issues, I bring
to the council support for initiatives
such as downtown revitalization and
improved electronic communication.
Additionally, while I have expressed
my strong reservations with the “joint
meeting” structure for a police
merger, finding savings through
shared services remains a top prior-
ity.

Again, I thank the voters of Scotch
Plains for this opportunity to serve,
and I will be working hard to show
your trust is well placed.

Llewellyn Jones
Scotch Plains Councilman-elect

Thanks to All Who Supported
My Campaign for SP Council

When I made my commitment to
run for the unexpired council term
last April, I did so with the full knowl-
edge that any Democrat running in
an election with one of the most popu-
lar Republican governors on top of
the ticket was going to be a challenge
and that the prospect to overcoming
that challenge would be difficult at
best. I want to thank the countless
people who supported my campaign
with everything from contributions,
to holding meetings with neighbors
in their homes, allowing us to place
campaign signs on their lawns and
volunteering their time making phone
calls to their friends and neighbors.
Most importantly, I want to thank the
voters who cast their vote for the
entire Democratic team.

I was thrilled that our friend, U.S.
Senator Cory Booker along with Con-

gressman Rush Holt, came to Scotch
Plains to campaign with me. Our
Democratic legislators, led by Sena-
tor Nick Scutari, Assemblyman and
Union County Democratic Chairman
Jerry Green and our own amazing
Assemblywoman and Scotch Plains
Democratic Chairman Linda Stender
for all their support and encourage-
ment. Our campaign manager,
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
along with our campaign treasurer
Theresa Mullen were always avail-
able with advise and good counsel.

I want to congratulate my oppo-
nent, Llewellyn Jones, on his victory.
Our campaign was spirited and we
made the public aware of issues fac-
ing our town. I wish you the very best
of luck.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains Councilman

Letters to the Editor

Write-In Candidate
Thanks GW Voters

Although I was not listed on the
formal ballot and ran only a write-in
campaign five weeks before the
Garwood Council election, I gra-
ciously thank the voters for under-
standing the issue I ran on and choos-
ing to take on the effort to vote for me
in that light.

Unfortunately, the write-in vote
procedure on the voting machine cre-
ates much frustration. Moving for-
ward for at least the next three years,
we Garwood residents hope that each
member of Garwood’s governing
body continue to use common sense,
debate and can compromise to better
the quality of life for us. I wish in-
cumbent Jim Mathieu and newly-
elected councilman Mike Martin
good luck. I thank The Pointe asso-
ciation for inviting me to the council
debate; my wife who puts up with the
politics; and all the involved resi-
dents, volunteers that work toward
the betterment of Garwood.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Martin Thanks
Garwood Voters

It is an honor to be given the oppor-
tunity to serve the residents of the
Borough of Garwood as a member of
the council. The coming year prom-
ises to be one that holds many new
challenges for the governing body, as
times change so does the manner in
which business is done and so do the
demands on members of the council.

 I am certainly up to the challenges
and since I have my own small busi-
ness based here in the borough, I will
be readily accessible to the residents,
the other council members and the
employees as well and look forward
to working with all of them.

Thank you to those who cast their
ballots for me and thank you to the
team of dedicated individuals who
participated in the campaign whether
their role was big or small, the sum of
the parts produced results. It is grati-
fying to have their support and the
residents trust.

Councilman-elect Mike Martin
Garwood

Many Questions Need Answers
About Fanwood Skateboard Park

The Borough Council of Fanwood
will meet on Monday, November 18
at 7:30 p.m. The council will be vot-
ing on whether to allow construction
of a $124,000 skateboard park at
Forest Road Park.

Half of the funding will come from
accumulated recreation department
program revenues, with the remain-
ing $62,000 coming from a grant
from Union County. If permission to
build the skateboard park is granted,
it will be built.

Many concerns have been raised:
Is there is a consensus that this should
be built, should be built at Forest
Road Park, have the concerns of
neighboring homeowners been ad-
dressed; whether self-supervision
alone – as contemplated – will be
sufficient to prevent collisions or in-
jury, whether it can be well-main-
tained (as dictated by insurance best
practice) to minimize liability expo-
sure, whether this will remove bik-
ers/BMX riders from the streets has
been oversold, whether this was even
a high priority in the first place and
whether it would be possible to peti-
tion for reallocation of the grant
money to potentially allow construc-
tion of other capital projects. These
concerns have been downplayed and
not fully answered.

 It should be remembered that a
similar facility was constructed at
LaGrande Park many years ago with
wonderful intentions and much fan-
fare – it fell into disuse and, eventu-
ally, disrepair. Although any new fa-
cility will be more durable, there has
been no other credible response to

how the experience of a new skate-
board park will differ from that of the
previous one.

I ask anyone with an interest in the
construction of this park – good or
bad – to voice their thoughts.

There are many questions that need
to be answered, and presently, indif-
ference is being interpreted as accep-
tance. Please let your voice be heard.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Thanks to All Who
Supported R4V

I’d like to thank my friends, family,
The Running Company, Five Guys
and our community for their support
in my fundraising efforts. Thanks to
your help, over $3,000 was raised for
the R4V charity (Racing for Veter-
ans) as I ran my first marathon in
New York City on Sunday (Novem-
ber 3). It was an incredible experi-
ence and I am very thankful for that
privilege. The money raised will help
wounded veterans and provide sup-
port in their rehabilitation. If you did
not get a chance to donate, there is
still time to help our veterans.

For more info, please see:
www.razoo .com/s to ry /Andy-
Fromm-Fundraising-For-R4v-New-
York-City-Marathon-Team.

Andy Fromm
Westfield
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