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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You Westfield For
Supporting BOE Referendum

On behalf of the Westfield Board
of Education, I want to thank the
residents of Westfield for your ap-
proval on November 5th of the school
bond referendum that will allow us to
complete our school roof projects at
a lower cost to taxpayers. With your
approval, we are now able to accept
$2.7 million in state aid for the
projects, which directly reduces lo-
cal taxes needed for the projects. As
we have previously mentioned, resi-
dents of Westfield already approved
all of the roof projects last year, but
state aid was not available at that

time. Your approval on November
5th has allowed us to take advantage
of a subsequent change in state aid
for project funding. Thank you.

I also want to thank Brendan
Galligan, Ginny Leiz and Mitch Slater
for their continued service on the
Westfield Board of Education. With
their re-election on November 5th,
we are fortunate to now have them
serving the school system and all of
our 6,200 students for additional
three-year terms.

Rich Mattessich, President
Westfield Board of Education

Sweeney Is Acting Like a Child In
His Attack on Kean After Election

While most New Jerseyans want bipartisanship
(actually, non-partisanship) in Trenton, no one has
apparently told state Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester). He is still fuming over the $1
million in campaign funds Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) spent trying to
defeat him in last week’s election.

Following a battle for re-election to his Republi-
can Leadership post to Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-
40, Essex), ending in a narrow 10-6 victory for Sen.
Kean, Mr. Sweeney just could not help himself when
he said in a statement: “I could ask for no better
minority leader than the one whose own strategy
cemented their place as the minority party in this
state.”

We feel such a comment is child’s play and way
below the dignity of the number three power mon-
gering official — after the governor and lieutenant

governor in this state. Sen. Kean was more dignified
in saying he looked forward to working with Gover-
nor Chris Christie, Senator Sweeney, incoming As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto and Assembly Re-
publican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

But Mr. Sweeney did an interview with The Star-
Ledger where he characterized his fight with Mr.
Kean as “an ironworker against a trust fund baby.”
He added, “They selected a guy that lost three
elections in a row.”

We believe this attack on Sen. Kean is politics at its
worst. All New Jerseyans want these two leaders and
their caucuses to work together and with the Gover-
nor to get the people’s work done.

We acknowledge that politics is a “full contact
sport,” but a truce is in order. Perhaps Governor
Christie should invite the two to a beer summit at
Drumthwacket, ala President Barack Obama.

Maybe Leader Gets
More for Higher Cost
In reference to your publisher’s note

[last week] that your “health care rate” is
doubling, let’s continue the analysis and
go line by line through the benefits to
compare them before and after the in-
crease. Are there any other improvements
in addition to eliminating yearly and life-
time limits and providing free preventive
care?

You may be paying more, but you may
also be getting much more. Please give us
the whole picture. As for your throw-
away comment about being told to “shop
around,” isn’t that the free market man-
tra?

Finally, wouldn’t your publisher pre-
fer to not even have to be involved with
providing health insurance?

John Robison
Westfield

Obamacare Is a Complete Fiasco, What’s Next?
Whether one is pro or con about the

Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, and there are serious problems with
this law as you correctly stated in reply to
my last letter about this law, the rollout of
the now infamous website was not a
rollout -- but a fiasco!

Millions of people have been unable to
log on. Health insurance companies are
being sent incorrect data. Applicant per-
sonal information is not secure. Millions
of people have seen their health insur-
ance policies cancelled. Others have even
seen their premiums increase. Some can
no longer see their current doctor. All this
though the President promised, guaran-
teed that if we like our health insurance
policy we can keep it and even we can
keep our doctor.

The idea of providing universal health
care coverage to the tens of millions of
Americans who do not have such cover-
age, to prohibit health insurance compa-
nies from denying coverage for pre-ex-
isting conditions, to permit children to
stay on parental policies up to age 26, and
to provide for free preventative medicine
is noble but the shame, the tragedy in
many cases is that the idea was so little
thought out in the details. Life is about
details as much if not than about grand
plans!

According to the General Accounting
Office, $394,000,000 was spent on set-
ting up a website!

President Obama on October 21,2013
stated in the Rose Garden that the new
website “hasn’t worked as smoothly as it
was supposed to work. The website has
been too slow, people have been getting
stuck during the application process.
We’ve got people working overtime, 24/
7, to boost capacity and address the prob-
lems. And we’re well into a ‘tech surge’

to fix the problem.”
 But the Act was signed into law by

President Obama on March 23,2010!
Surely there has been quite enough time
to get a website to work! It is, therefore,
no excuse to say there are these horren-
dous problems today with it!

 Merchants would go out of business if
their new website failed as the health
insurance exchange website has failed!
Imagine the chaos for the World Series as
well as the financial loss to the two teams
if people purchasing tickets on-line were
not able to do so because the website was
not functioning.

Worse yet, how could the United States
ever win a war if software programs were
as flawed as the health insurance ex-
change software? By the time outside
consultants had a chance to correct the
problems, the enemy would have been at
the gate!

 What would General George Patton,
“old blood and guts,” have done had he
had to consult a defense department
website that was not functioning?

 General Patton advised, “Prepare for
the unknown by studying how others in
the past have coped with the unforesee-
able and the unpredictable.” Such should
have been the central work of President
Obama, his advisors, and Secretary
Sebelius as the now infamous
“Obamacare” website was being planned
and designed!

 Follow through is as essential in gov-
ernment as it is in war and as it is in life!
The follow through that was not ad-
dressed to make the health insurance ex-
change website work well from day one.
The follow through that was not ad-
dressed to protect the American diplo-
matic post in Benghazi! The follow
through that was not addressed to save
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The Size of Union County at 500,000
Warrants Freeholder Districts

If anything that came out of the
Republican loss for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was
the need for freeholder districts.

During the freeholder debates,
hosted by the Union County League
of Women Voters in Cranford on
October 15th, when challenged by
the idea of freeholder districts, Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter re-
sponded on the defensive, pointing
out that the freeholders “represent all
citizens in the county.” If this is the
case, then why did 13 of 21 munici-
palities vote overwhelming for the
Republican candidates? Looking at
the voting map, with the exception of
Plainfield, Union County is divided
between east vs. west, the cities vs.
the burbs.

In Union County, all 10 Union
County municipalities in Legislative
District 21 voted for Republican free-
holder candidates. It is interesting to
note that locally-controlled Demo-
crat towns of Springfield and
Cranford were won by the Republi-
can freeholder candidates. Freeholder
Kowalski, a resident of Cranford, lost
her hometown by nearly a 1,000 votes
again along with her running mates
who lost by over a 1,000 votes.

In Legislative District 20, strictly
comprised of Elizabeth, Union, Hill-
side and Roselle, it was a clear down
the ticket vote for Democrats with
roughly between 65 to 85 percent in

their favor.
However, in Legislative District

22 a different picture emerges with a
split three to three and one draw for
freeholder. Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
and Clark voted for the Republicans
and Linden, Rahway and Plainfield
voted for the Democrats with
Winfield for a draw. Over 85 percent
of Plainfield voted for the Democrat
candidates. It is also interesting to
note that both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood voted for Republican free-
holder candidates, but are locally
Democrat-controlled towns.

The current composition of the
board of freeholders will remain the
same. LD 22: Carter from Plainfield,
Hudak from Linden, Mirabella from
Fanwood, and Jalloh from Roselle.

LD 20: Granados and Estrada from
Elizabeth and Wright from Union.

LD 21: Bergen from Springfield
and Kowalski from Cranford.

Final analysis for Union County;
Plainfield and Elizabeth will decide
the final outcome of the composi-
tion of Board of Freeholders every
year unless we change the structure
of Union County government from
at-large representation to direct rep-
resentation with freeholder districts.
The size of Union County at over a
half a million residents warrants di-
rect representation.

Marc Krauss
Springfield

Freeholders Thank
All Those Who Voted
We would like to take the time to thank

those who participated in the general
election that just passed.

As your elected freeholders, we will
continue to listen to your concerns and
work hard to provide you with quality
government services and keep Union
County as one of the finest places in the
nation to live, work and raise a family.

Union County works best when we are
engaged as partners in our communities,
finding solutions to the challenges we
face, improving our economy, providing
job training, and investing in education.

That is our commitment to you, and
one we pledge to continue to focus on
every day.

Thanks again.

Linda Carter
Bette Jane Kowalski

Sergio Granados
Union County Freeholders

Thanks for Piece on
Night Driving, Walking

Thank you for the very timely piece on
nighttime driving and walking around
town. I remember with great sadness
several tragic deaths caused by darkness
concerning cars and pedestrians.

Here is my suggestion: Most of us now
have cell phones. Obtain the free app on
the phone for a flashlight and use it when
walking around town at night. Then driv-
ers have a better chance of making out a
person crossing the street, especially when
so many are dressed in dark clothing. I
also find it very helpful in darkened res-
taurants! Or, just carry a small flashlight
with you for use at night.

Drivers need to slow down at night and
be extra careful when turning corners.
And pedestrians must remember that af-
ter dark, just because they can see a car,
the driver cannot necessarily see them!

Thanks for the helpful advice.

Jill Sitcer
Westfield

One WF Campaign Worked As Team
While Other Was Not Coordinated

I recently posted a comment on
another publications public message
board, politely reminding one of the
Westfield challenging candidates, in
this past week’s election, that some of
their campaign signs were being placed
on public property. It was just a simple
reminder to keep the ball in bounds.

It did not take all that long to see a
reply comment posted shortly after-
ward. It was a copy and paste of my
exact words, with only the incum-
bent candidate’s name replacing the
challenger’s, politely reminding the
incumbent to remove his campaign
signs from public property.

All I could do was tip my evening
glass of fermented grape juice. The
old copy and paste trick. Touche’, my
friend. Westfield’s spirited debate is
alive and well!

There was no surprise in reading
the results of the previous day’s
Westfield town elections, the morn-
ing of November 6th. The results
only confirmed what was obvious.

One campaign worked as a team;
very organized and all in on their
efforts. They ran on a confident mes-
sage of accomplishment, validated
by the published admiration of other
towns across the state, (and country).
This team was well lead, campaign-
ing long hours throughout the sum-
mer and autumn, connecting with
both their supporters and those who
were opposed.

The other campaign spent the past
six weeks, copying the accomplish-
ments and ideas of their opponents,
pasting them on to their own endless
flood of glossy mailers. The message
from this campaign was not coordi-
nated, and came off as little more
than tired complaints for past issues,
long publicly debated and already
voted by council. These same tired
complaints were conveniently posted

on the message boards and editorials;
day after day, and week after week.

I appreciate how hard the leader-
ship of our town works for our be-
half. The results of these past few
elections confirm that others in our
town feel the same. Perhaps our spir-
ited debate, through letters to the
editor and on the message boards,
can now leave the tired complaints
for past issues behind. Maybe we
could recalibrate our spirited debate,
and stir up new ideas for the benefit
or our town. I feel confident that our
town leadership will continue to lis-
ten and respond with terrific leader-
ship; working as a team, very orga-
nized, and all in for Westfield.

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield

It Is The People Who Should Rule,
Not The Elites In Washington, D.C.

Over decades, there have been po-
litical candidates and politicians that
have campaigned at the federal level
that have promised that if they were
elected into office that they would
“reform Washington,” only to dis-
cover that it is they who are reformed
by going native, succumbing the D.C.
culture and its way of doing things. It
has become increasingly clear that if
reform is going to take place, it would
have to come through the people and
through their elected representatives
in the state legislatures in all 50 states.
Under Article V of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, with the help of two-thirds of
the states, a convention can be called
for the purposes of introducing new
amendments to the Constitution.
Three-fourths of the states would be
required to ratify them. If one state
can get the ball rolling, I believe that
other states would follow.

What amendments would I like to
see proposed? I would like to see an

amendment setting term limits for
members of Congress. I would like
to see an amendment repealing the
17th amendment and have Senators
chosen by their state legislatures
and not by direct election, giving
states more say in Washington, just
to name two.

Now there will be those voices
that will claim that if a convention is
to take place that there would be the
possibility that it would run away. It
will not. Safeguards will be in place
that only the amendments proposed
will be considered and nothing else.
The safety valve is there.

Would this process take a long
while? Perhaps. If it is to save this
republic and give more power to the
people, however, then it is well worth
it. After all, it is the people in the
U.S. who rule and not the elites in
Washington, D.C.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Westfield Voters Are
Thanked for Support
Thank you to the voters of Westfield’s

Fourth Ward for re-electing me as your
councilman. I am honored to serve as
your representative to the town council,
along with Councilman James Foerst,
and I will continue to work hard for you.

I would also like to thank my family
and friends for your constant support
throughout my campaign. Special thanks
to Senator Tom Kean and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick for your leadership and
support.

Congratulations to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Councilman Sam Della Fera,
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, and
Councilman-elect David Oliveira. It has
been my privilege to campaign with such
an outstanding team and I look forward to
working with you and the rest of the
council.

As a member of our town council, I am
grateful for the opportunity to serve this
great town. I thank you for your contin-
ued support and trust.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman, Fourth Ward

the tens of billions of dollars of taxpayer
money fraudulently wasted in Medicare,
Medicaid, the food stamp program, and
many other federal programs.

 Countries, great and small, collapse
because of war, foreign invasion, drought
and other natural disasters, economic re-
versals, and erosion of moral values. Add
to this list countries which depend on
computer software programming that just
does not work!

But how can we insure through consti-
tutional amendment or our educational
system or through the electoral process
or otherwise that only people of compe-
tence will serve in government?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The King and His Henchmen
There was a land where the people who worked

hard had bread on their tables. They were healthy
and content. Then a king took power and outlawed
bread. He decreed, “let them eat cake,” — my cake.
But ObamaCake was nowhere to be found or too
expensive for the people. Now millions of people
have neither bread nor cake. But the king and his

henchmen have cake.
Many are decrying that the public has been lied to

and has beeen defrauded. That ObamaCare is sub-
version, a swindle and handled by the incompetent
leading to an unfolding calamity; all the while those
in power exempt themselves from the atrocity and
dupe the needy. But we wouldn’t say that, would we?

Welcome Home
Vietnam Veterans

A big thank you to Bob LaCosta and
his committee for a wonderful ceremony
and monument in honor of the Vietnam
veterans. The program on Sunday was
attended by a few hundred people who
heard very personal remarks from Dr.
Ralph Oriscello, Joe McCourt, and Ralph
Checchio, all Vietnam veterans.

The tape of the program should be
played for our high school students.

Thank you again, Bob, and your com-
mittee for spearheading this monument.
Thank you to all our veterans and wel-
come home!

Pat Leonard Regal
Scotch Plains

Candidate Haas
Thanks Westfield

To all of the voters of Westfield, thank
you for participating in the democratic
process. By doing so you honored our
system of government and demonstrated
your caring for our community.

I raised issues that I believe are impor-
tant to Westfield moving forward. I hope
that the give and take of the campaign
was as enlightening of those issues as the
robo-calls were sometimes annoying. I
am grateful to have found so many people
who support those same ideas. To every-
one who helped me to get those ideas out
by contributing or walking door to door
I owe a large measure of gratitude. You
made the campaign possible. Those who
voted for me honored me tremendously
and I am humbled by your support.

Reflecting on the process, I can hon-
estly say that I feel fortunate in meeting
so many wonderful people and in getting
the opportunity to make my case to the
residents of this town. I wish you all stay
involved and informed and I know that
Westfield will continue to prosper.

David Haas
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Letters continued
on Pages 17-18


