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now expected to hit $6.3 million in 2013.
The county also will apply for a $300,000

grant with the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority for its Fiscal Year 2015-
2016 Studies Program. The county has not
done a transportation plan since 2002, Ms.
Rountree said, noting that the money would
be used for consultants and staff to develop
a new plan focused on bussing, trucks,
pedestrian safety, etc. A new transportation
map also may be created.
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Scotch Plains Zoning Board
OKs Fence, Applications

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week approved
several applications, including one al-
lowing a homeowner to install a brick
wall and a gate at one end of his drive-
way.

Christopher Delsavio’s home is at the
corner of Raritan Road and Green Hickory
Hill, with driveways to the home from
both streets. He sought approval to install
several brick turrets with a brick wall and
a gate at the end of the Green Hickory Hill
driveway. He also had sought to move
the wall closer to the street but decided
against doing so at the board’s urging.

Instead, Mr. Delsavio sought a vari-
ance on the height of the wall, which is
considered to be a fence, according to
township ordinances, and a front-yard
fence, since Green Hickory Hill is con-
sidered to be the property’s front yard.
The proposed height of 6.5 feet for the
turrets and nearly nine feet for the wall
would exceed the maximum four-foot
limit allowed by township ordinance.

At last Thursday’s hearing, board
members were more concerned with
the wall’s 10-foot setback from the
street, with Board Chairman Ken Ander-
son raising the prospect of delivery
trucks at the property not being able to
fit entirely into the driveway in front of
the gate. Rich Duthie concurred, say-
ing a safety problem could ensue if the
gate was closed and a large truck ar-
rived. But Dan Sullivan surmised that
the Green Hickory Hill gated entrance
would likely be used mostly by the
owner, Mr. Delsavio, and that if guests
were expected at that entry, the gate
would likely be open in anticipation of
their arrival.

Francesco Guarino was given per-

mission to install a kitchen unit in a so-
called “senior suite” at his Raritan Road
home so that his mother-in-law can
reside there while providing child-care
services to his children. Because the
area of the second-floor suite, at 596
square feet, exceeds the 500 square feet
allowed by township ordinance, a use
variance was required. Board Attorney
Vince Loughlin explained that the size
restriction was instituted to avoid any
expansion of a residence and to keep it
as a single-family unit. As part of its
approval, the board included a deed
restriction, meaning that when Mr.
Guarino sells the house or otherwise
vacates it, the kitchen unit would have
to be removed.

The board also approved the applica-
tion of Park Crest Condominiums on
East Second Street to retain a six-foot-
high fence installed at the front of the
property to replace one that was de-
stroyed by Hurricane Sandy a year ago.
As with the earlier fence application,
the condominium’s fence is taller than
the four-foot maximum allowed for
front yards. Condominium president
Michelle Dibella told the board the
fence would be “beneficial” to the chil-
dren living in the complex by shielding
their common play area from traffic.

Paterson Declines BOE
Seat; County Super
To Appoint Member

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Union County Interim
Executive Superintendent of Schools,
Kathleen Serafino, will now be respon-
sible for filling a seat on the Garwood
Board of Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candidate willing
to serve on the board.

According to Garwood Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma, the school board race,
where incumbents Brendan Mc Dermott
and Susan Groning were unopposed and
subsequently won reelection, produced a
write-in candidate for the third open seat.
No candidate filed by the June 4 deadline
for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail that
Bruce Paterson, who ran an unsuccessful
write-in campaign for borough council,
received nine votes for school board.
Under state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the board of
education to win if there are no other
write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee at
council, school board and county free-
holder meetings, declined to serve when
Ms. Ariemma contacted him.

Scotch Plains Voting Results
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camping and hiking more than 30 miles at 13,600 feet.

expressed this desire for weeks, even
asking his colleagues a month ago to
delay the introduction of the ordinance
at that time so that the public could be
made more fully aware of the project
and its impact. On Tuesday, Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella, a supporter
of the project, also wondered how to
better publicize the proposal so that
residents are more involved.

Councilman Marcus said he did not
think the township council was the
“appropriate forum” for the applica-
tion, instead favoring letting the zon-
ing board take the lead in considering
the application, a sentiment shared by
Mayor Kevin Glover, who said the
board was a “better forum” for the
application.

The council also discussed the fu-
ture of the Special Improvement Dis-
trict and the need to create a compre-
hensive plan for revitalization and de-
velopment of the downtown shopping
area. Several council members reported
residents and business owners had ex-
pressed concerns regarding the short-
age of parking in the downtown area.
Among the proposals which were dis-
cussed were stricter enforcement of
existing parking regulations and the
possible installation of meters in vari-
ous township-owned lots. In addition,

Councilman Marcus expressed serious
concerns regarding the safety hazards
associated with the large amount of
leaves which are piled on township
streets, noting that they can block sight
lines and turn roads into virtual “slalom
courses.”

The council urged Township Man-
ager Jerry Giaimis to investigate other
options such as a “bagging” require-
ment, alternate-side disposal and more
frequent pickups by Department of Pub-
lic Works employees.

On another matter, Mr. Giaimis ad-
vised that he had met with several pres-
ervation architects and had obtained
proposals and proposed budgets from
four different organizations interested
in renovating the Shady Rest Golf
Course. Mr. Giaimis also reported that
he was in the process of renewing the
township’s property and casualty in-
surance program and meeting with ven-
dors who can support the implementa-
tion of electronic records. The town-
ship manager additionally reminded the
council that the law firm of Giordano
Hallran & Cisela would likely attend
next month’s meeting to discuss the
creation of age-restricted housing units
on the Shackamaxon property.

***
Kate Browne contributed to this article.
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Scotch Plains Council

wear protective gear and would other-
wise be asked to leave the park. Unlike
the previous park, this one would be
surrounded by a 10-foot-high, time-
locked fence, Mr. Carter said.

Mr. Carter reported that he has the
assurances of Police Chief Richard Trigo
that officers who regularly patrol the park
would be able to reinforce order in the self-
policing skate park. Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky added that Clark’s Recre-
ation Director, Ralph Bernardo, has given
glowing reviews about skateboarder be-
havior at Esposito Park’s four-year-old
skateboard facility there.

At the public portion of the council
meeting, resident Mike Lewis objected to
the recreation commission’s presentation.
“You’re putting the best possible gloss
around the situation…where is the broad-
based consensus that this is a good thing?”
he asked. Mr. Lewis claimed that few
supporters have shown up at meetings or
informational events. He also questioned
the assumption that self-policing would
work well at Forest Road Park when it did
not at the former LaGrande skate park.
“You’re placing entirely too much faith in
the sense and maturity of kids,” he said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the council
would discuss the skate park again at its
regular meeting on Monday, November
18. Members of the commission, as well
as Chief Trigo, will be present.

In other news, the council heard from
T&M Associates about several ongoing
construction projects. There was some
discussion about whether or not to sus-

pend construction of the municipal park-
ing lot at Fanwood Crossing in order to
facilitate holiday shopping, but the coun-
cil determined that pushing forward for
the earliest completion date would be the
best course.

The council also considered a request
from Chief Trigo for more police cars. The
police force will have spent $20,000 or
more on car repairs by year’s end, he said.
The council has been advised by the
borough’s Chief Financial Officer, Fred
Tompkins, that money for new vehicles
will not be available until the new fiscal
year. They will consult with him again to
see if any alternatives can be worked out.
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bids to go out in January.
The township is awaiting a green light

from Conrail to move forward on its im-
provement to the Hillside tunnel, Mr.
Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said the
township received its official re-certifica-
tion for being a sustainable community.
The township first received its certification
by Sustainable Jersey in 2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made community
announcements. There will be a ceremony
at the community center Saturday, No-
vember 16,  beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory
Board for the installment of the Roosevelt
School fireplace that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on Monday,
November 18, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
historic designation of the Crane-Phillips
House. The Cranford Townwide Family
Dinner to raise awareness of the risks of
drug addiction and alcoholism in teens
will be held at St. Michael’s Church on
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized by reso-
lution an amendment to the agreement
with attorney Jeffrey Surenian for legal
services in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for additional
funds to continue the appeal. These addi-
tional funds were budgeted for, Commis-
sioner O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. announced this week as
United Way of Cranford Week. United Way
of Cranford is seeking donations to support
its human care services in the community.
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BOE Referendum
Passes, 6,836 to 1,694

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Voters last week passed
a referendum to accept $2.7 million in state
funding to be used towards the remaining
cost of the Westfield Board of Education’s
roof replacement program.

According to election results from the
town clerk, the question passed by a tally of
6,836 to 1,694. Westfield passed a $13.6-
million referendum in December 2012 to
replace the roofs in all of its 10 schools as
well as the administrative office building
on Elm Street. The money will be used
towards the remaining $6,684,000 of work
to be done in the summer of 2014.

Roofs to be replaced next summer are
Edison Intermediate School, Franklin El-
ementary School, Jefferson Elementary
School, Lincoln Early Childhood Learning
Center, McKinley Elementary School,
Tamaques Elementary School, Wilson El-
ementary School, Kehler Field House and
Board of Education building.

Fanwood Voting Results


