
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 54th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 46-2013 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 14, 2013

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwesteses fifitfitfitfifififififififififififielelelelelelleleleleeleleleeleeeeee ddwwwwwdwwdwdwdwdwdwdwwwdwwwdwdwwwwwdwdwdwwwdwwdwdddwdwdwddwdwdwdwweseseeseesesesesssesesseseseesesesessseseseseesessesessttttttttttttttttttttttttttttWeWeWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW ststfifififieldld - W Wesest t  | |  606000000000000060000000000 00 00 0 000000000 NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNooNoNoNNortrtrtrtrrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttrrrtth h hhhhhh h hhhhhhhhhhh hhhhh hhhhhhhhhh AAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvvAvvAAvvenenenenenenennennnneneneneneneneneneneneennenenennnenenennnenneneneneennenennennuuuuueueueueueueueueueuuuueueuueueuuuueuuuueuuueueeuueue W W W W W W WWWW WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWesesesesesesessseseseseesssst,t,t,t,t,ttt,tt,t,t,t,t,ttt,t,ttt,,, W W W WW W WWWW W WWWWWWWWWW WWWeseseesesesesesesesess fififififitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfifitfitfitfitfieleleleleleleleleeellelelllelelelelellelelleld ddddd ddd dd d d d dd d d d d d ddddd dddd  | ||||| ||| | | | ||| | |||   909090909090909090000909000909090909090888-88-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-88888888888888 23233333233323323232323232323232323232323232323232322323232232332333333333333333333333333333333-3333-3333-3--3-3-3-333-3-3-3--3--333333333333 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000065656555656565565556565656556665656565656565656556556566656565656556565555565656565655556565565565656565556565565565    |||||||||||| |||| ||||| | | ||  w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ww ww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c.ccc.ccccc.cccoolololololololloloololoolollollollolollllooldwdwddwdwdwddwdwddwdwdwdwwdwdwdwddwdwwddwdwdwdwdwdwd eleleleleleeelelleleleeleleleeleleleeleelelellblblblblbllblblblblblblblblblbbllblbbbbbanananananannanananananananannannananannanananananananaaananannanaaa kkkkekkekkkekkkekkekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkkekekekekekekkkekkkekeeeerrrmrmrrmrmrmrmmrmmrmmmrrmrmrmrmrrrmrmrrrrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmrmrmmrmmmmmmovovovovovovovovoovovovovovovovovoovovoovovovooovovvooovoovesesesesesesesessessesesesesesesesesseeseesesseseseses.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c..c.c.cccc.c.c.c. omomooooooooooooooooooomm/w/wee

The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNSELFISH HONOR...Veterans attend the unveiling of the Vietnam War Memorial on Sunday outside the municipal
building in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED...A crowd gathers at the Scotch
Plains Veterans Day ceremony held Sunday in front of the municipal building to
honor veterans and witnesss the unveiling of the Vietnam War Memorial statue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction with Veterans Day.

FW Rec. Commission Presents
Skate-Park Proposal to Council

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the Fanwood
Council’s regular meeting Wednesday
night, council members heard a presenta-
tion from recreation commission mem-
ber Anthony Carter regarding a proposal
for a new skateboard park at Forest Road
Park.

Fanwood’s Recreation Commission
unanimously requested that the council
pass a resolution giving it the go-ahead to
begin designing the skateboard park, Mr.
Carter reported.

Although the park has not yet been
designed, T&M Associates, the borough’s
engineering firm, estimates it will cost
$124,000. A Union County Kids Recre-
ation Grant would pay for half the costs;
recreation commission revenues would
supply the rest of the funding.

Mr. Carter reviewed concerns raised at
the October 17 public meeting about the

skate park. He said that residents voiced
worries about maintenance, liability is-
sues, rowdy skaters and additional trash.
Some referenced a previous skate park at
LaGrande Park that had to be closed due
to similar factors.

The LaGrande Park skateboard facil-
ity was wooden, whereas the one pro-
posed for Forest Road Park would be
durable concrete and easier to maintain,
Mr. Carter said. He pointed out that Fan-
wood now employs a custodian, whose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Winkler, Norris-Bauer,
Schirmer Win BOE Seats

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Of the five candidates vying
for the three available board of education
positions, Fanwood incumbent Amy
Winkler beat out opponent Robert Stovall,
701 to 399 votes, and in Scotch Plains,
incumbent Nancy Norris-Bauer won with
1,201 votes, as did Charlotte Ann
Schirmer, who netted 1,412 votes. They
beat out opponents, incumbent David
Gorbunoff, 973 votes; John T. Scanlon,
1,003 votes, and Evan Murray, 1,079 votes.

Ms. Winkler has served on the board
for the past four years, and has two chil-
dren within the district.

“I am grateful to everyone who was
supportive,” Ms. Winkler told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I hope I can
serve the community well and continue
to do the good work we have been doing
on the board.”

Ms. Norris-Bauer has served on the

board for the past six years, and has been
involved in educational affairs for longer,
having had children go through the school
district in years past.

“It was a close race. I am looking
forward to continuing to serve the stu-
dents in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,”
Ms. Norris-Bauer told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Newcomer Charlotte Ann Schirmer
has lived in Scotch Plains for 18 years.

“I am filled with gratitude that I was
elected. It’s an honor and a duty, and I
will do my best to keep the trust of the
residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
I want them to have faith in the board,”
Ms. Schirmer told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I will strive for the best
education, and at the same time, I want to
be as fiscally prudent as possible. I hope
to make good decisions to benefit the
students, and not just for the popular
causes.”

Freeholders Discuss Dams,
Municipal Alliance Grant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders considered a num-
ber of resolutions at last Thursday’s agenda
setting meeting.

The board considered a resolution to
enter into an agreement with non-profit
agencies to provide social services to county
residents. The resolution would extend the
county’s 2013 Peer Grouping renewal
spending plan through May 31, 2014 by
$103,146 for a new total of $298,562.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the state anticipates ending Peer
Grouping funding as of June 30, 2014. The
funding is used for residents at Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

“The state recognized many years ago
that the (rates) need to be higher because
county nursing homes care for the frailest
of the frail,” Mr. Guzzo said.

The board also considered a resolution to
extend the 2013 Municipal Alliance Grant
for six months, from January 1, 2014 to
June 30, 2014, and to increase the award by
$265,436 for a new total amount of
$796,308, and to extend existing subcon-
tracts with municipalities and agencies. Mr.
Guzzo said all municipalities, with the ex-
ception of Winfield and Summit, which do
not participate in the grant, will receive a
50-percent increase in funding and six more
months under the grant. Municipalities are
required to match the grant dollar for dollar
as it is a 100-percent match. He said the
average award is in the $40,000 to $50,000
range. Towns use the funding for programs
such as D.A.R.E. and Project Graduation.

Another resolution would fund the
county’s Code Blue Emergency Shelter
Initiative for the 2013-2014 winter in the
amount of $60,000 to address the needs of
the homeless during extreme weather con-
ditions. “We are still the only county in
New Jersey that does this,” Mr. Guzzo said.
He said last year Code Blue was initiated 61
times and 125 individuals were placed in
shelters. The program cost $6,600 last win-
ter. He said all municipalities and agencies

that run shelters are notified by county
police when Code Blue is activated.

“It really is a cooperative effort between
the county and all the municipalities,” he
said.

Matthew DiRado, director of adminis-
trative services, said resolutions on tonight’s
regular agenda would include renewal of
the employee dental plan and renewal of the
county’s disability insurance whereby eight
county employee union contracts require
the county to contribute $100 per em-
ployee, or 52 percent of the amount, with
workers paying the rest. He said he is
concluding agreements with four or five
unions although an agreement was signed
with the county police PBA Local 73.

Also considered was a one-year renewal
of the county’s contract with Aramark Cor-
rectional Services, Inc. for food service for
inmates at the Union County jail. The new
contract will be for $161,000 from Novem-
ber 13, 2013 to December 31, 2013 and
$1,039,000 from January 1, 2014 through
November 12, 2014.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
$21,750 contract with French and Parrello
Associates, PA Consulting Engineers of
Wall for inspection of county dams. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering, public
works and facilities, said the inspections
are done every two years at eight county
dams. Those dams include those at Briant
Park in Summit, Robinson’s Branch in
Clark, Upper and Lower Echo Lake in
Mountainside, Jackson’s Pond in Cranford,
Seeley’s Pond in Mountainside,
Bloodgoods Pond in Clark and Milton
Lake in Clark.

Another resolution increases the con-
tract with KemperSports Management by
$527,205 to $5,576,973 due to increased
food service cost at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course’s banquet facility and restaurant,
according to Cherron Rountree, deputy
director of parks and community renewal.
She said the county projected $5.6 million
in food service revenue but that number is

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME ABOARD…Llewellyn Jones is sworn in as councilman by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco at Tuesday night’s township council meeting in
Scotch Plains as his wife, Bridget, looks on.

Parker Developer Withdraws
Rezoning Request After Opposition

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Facing oppo-
sition from residents and increased
skepticism from the township council,
the developer of a proposed senior liv-
ing facility on Tuesday withdrew its
request for a rezoning of the 10-acre
Parker Gardens property that would
have allowed the project to move for-
ward.

The township council meeting also
included the swearing-in of newly-
elected Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones. Former governor and
longtime Scotch Plains resident Donald
DiFrancesco administered the oath of
office to Mr. Jones, who was elected
November 5 and was accompanied by
his family.

The decision by Shelter Develop-

ment LLC at Tuesday’s township coun-
cil meeting came after more than a
dozen residents, many of whom live
near the Terrill Road property, voiced
opposition to the firm’s plan to pur-
chase the Parker land and construct up
to 240 apartment units for persons pri-
marily in their 80s and 90s.

“It’s clear we need to do more com-
munity outreach,” said Shelter attorney
Richard Skolnick in informing the coun-
cil of the company’s decision after resi-
dents aired their concerns for nearly an
hour. Since May, Shelter and the coun-
cil have been discussing the company’s
request for an ordinance altering Parker
Gardens’ R-1 zoning designation to
allow a congregate care retirement com-
munity as a conditional use.

The council appeared set to move
forward on the ordinance on Tuesday

evening, first by a final discussion of
its details at its conference meeting and
then a formal introduction at the busi-
ness meeting that followed. After sev-
eral residents spoke in opposition at the
conference meeting — with one liken-
ing the development to a “small city
within our already small town” — Coun-
cilman William Vastine raised the pros-
pect of future applications for similar
projects in residential neighborhoods.
“If we change the zoning for [the Parker]
property,” he said, “we’ve changed the
zoning for all R-1s in town.”

What would prevent someone from
purchasing 10 adjoining residential
properties, combining them and then
proposing to build a similar senior liv-
ing facility, Mr. Vastine wondered.

Councilman Jones echoed Mr.
Vastine’s concerns. He, like others on
the council, said he favored letting the
zoning board of adjustment hold hear-
ings on an application to grant Shelter
a variance that would apply only to the
Parker property, a move the company
has so far resisted.

After the conference meeting was
adjourned an hour later than expected,
the council moved its possible intro-
duction of the rezoning ordinance to
the top of its agenda for the regular
meeting that began after 9 p.m. Resi-
dents lined up to speak about the pro-
posal, with all but one voicing opposi-
tion. Former mayor Gabe Spera said
there were already a number of similar
facilities in the area to serve senior
citizens. And he noted that despite the
promise of $600,000 to $700,000 in
added property-tax revenues, the town-
ship itself would only benefit from about
17 percent of that total, with the rest
earmarked for the county government
and the board of education.

Other residents noted that vehicle
traffic on Terrill Road is already busy,
and a new facility with a projected
workforce of at least 50, along with
visitors and delivery trucks, would make
the street even more difficult to navi-
gate, especially considering that Terrill
Middle School is located next to the
proposed site.

Several residents expressed their wish
that more publicity about the proposed
facility had been provided so that more
townspeople could weigh in on the mat-
ter. Councilman Michael Marcus has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

salary is partially provided by the recre-
ation commission. This custodian would
perform a daily maintenance checklist at
the skate park, and more staff could be
hired if necessary.

While a detailed plan for liability is-
sues would have to be articulated, Mr.
Carter noted that there are fewer injuries
associated with skateboarding than with
other mainstream sports, such as basket-
ball. Skateboarders would be required to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Terrance Wall Named New
Cranford Administrator

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD —The Township Com-
mittee Tuesday announced it has hired
Terrence Wall as its new township ad-
ministrator, replacing Jo-
seph Hartnett, who an-
nounced his resignation
in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington
for six years as adminis-
trator before taking the
post in Cranford, which
will begin Saturday, No-
vember 16. By resolu-
tion, the committee des-
ignated Mr. Wall as a
Qualified Purchasing
Agent and authorized a
bid threshold of $36,000.

Each commissioner,
the mayor and the township clerk
thanked Mr. Hartnett for his service to
the township.

“He has put us on the path we need to
be on,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said of Mr. Hartnett.

The committee, by resolution, au-
thorized the advancement of Jonathan
Wojcik to the rank of lieutenant in the

Cranford Fire Department. Two dis-
patchers were hired by resolution for
the police department. Jennifer Burns
was appointed to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Financial Specialist

in the Department of Fi-
nance. Jennifer Kobliska
was promoted to the As-
sistant to the Township
Administrator and was re-
appointed as Registrar of
Vital Statistics.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture awarded the
township a $400,000
grant and the County of
Union a $100,000 grant
to de-snag the Rahway
River in the township, Mr.
Hartnett said. The grant will
aid in removing fallen trees

and debris from the river, Mr. Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection for the
de-silting of the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permitted and for

Terrence Wall
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