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situation.
Russell Feinstein, Westfield town at-

torney, responded that the members of
the council were aware of the situation
and that the Westfield Historic Preser-
vation Commission was in contact with
the owners in an effort to encourage
them to maintain the integrity of the
neighborhood.

The next town council meeting open
to the public is scheduled for Tuesday,
November 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.
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WF Council

cluding agreements with four or five
unions although an agreement was
signed with the county police PBA
Local 73.

Also considered was a one-year re-
newal of the county’s contract with
Aramark Correctional Services, Inc. for
food service for inmates at the Union
County jail. The new contract will be
for $161,000 from November 13, 2013
to December 31, 2013 and $1,039,000
from January 1, 2014 through Novem-
ber 12, 2014.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
$21,750 contract with French and
Parrello Associates, PA Consulting
Engineers of Wall for inspection of
county dams. Joseph Graziano, direc-
tor of engineering, public works and
facilities, said the inspections are done
every two years at eight county dams.
Those dams include those at Briant Park
in Summit, Robinson’s Branch in Clark,
Upper and Lower Echo Lake in Moun-
tainside, Jackson’s Pond in Cranford,
Seeley’s Pond in Mountainside,
Bloodgoods Pond in Clark and Milton
Lake in Clark.

Another resolution increases the con-
tract with KemperSports Management
by $527,205 to $5,576,973 due to in-
creased food service cost at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course’s banquet facility and
restaurant, according to Cherron Rountree,
deputy director of parks and community
renewal. She said the county projected
$5.6 million in food service revenue but
that number is now expected to hit $6.3
million in 2013.

The county also will apply for a
$300,000 grant with the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority for its
Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Studies Program.
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Freeholders
The county has not done a transportation
plan since 2002, Ms. Rountree said, not-
ing that the money would be used for
consultants and staff to develop a new plan
focused on bussing, trucks, pedestrian
safety, etc. A new transportation map also
may be created.

Westfield Election Results

Paterson Declines BOE
Seat; County Super
To Appoint Member

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Union County Interim
Executive Superintendent of Schools,
Kathleen Serafino, will now be respon-
sible for filling a seat on the Garwood
Board of Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candidate willing
to serve on the board.

According to Garwood Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma, the school board race,
where incumbents Brendan Mc Dermott
and Susan Groning were unopposed and
subsequently won reelection, produced a
write-in candidate for the third open seat.
No candidate filed by the June 4 deadline
for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail that
Bruce Paterson, who ran an unsuccessful
write-in campaign for borough council,
received nine votes for school board.
Under state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the board of
education to win if there are no other
write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee at
council, school board and county free-
holder meetings, declined to serve when
Ms. Ariemma contacted him.

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ARBITRARY CONVENTION...While on a recent visit to London, England,
Jeremy Thompson straddles the Prime Meridian in Greenwich with The Westfield
Leader.  Jeremy and The Leader are in both the Eastern and Western hemi-
spheres.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Wendel
OFF THE BEATEN PATH...Lisa Wendel of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader on the Inca Trail while on a recent trip to the Galapagos Islands in
Ecuador and Machu Picchu in Peru. She survived four days and three nights
camping and hiking more than 30 miles at 13,600 feet.

grant will aid in removing fallen trees and
debris from the river, Mr. Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection for the
de-silting of the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permitted and for
bids to go out in January.

The township is awaiting a green light
from Conrail to move forward on its im-
provement to the Hillside tunnel, Mr.
Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said the
township received its official re-certifica-
tion for being a sustainable community.
The township first received its certification
by Sustainable Jersey in 2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made community
announcements. There will be a ceremony
at the community center Saturday, No-
vember 16,  beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory
Board for the installment of the Roosevelt
School fireplace that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on Monday,
November 18, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
historic designation of the Crane-Phillips
House. The Cranford Townwide Family
Dinner to raise awareness of the risks of
drug addiction and alcoholism in teens
will be held at St. Michael’s Church on
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized by reso-
lution an amendment to the agreement
with attorney Jeffrey Surenian for legal
services in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for additional
funds to continue the appeal. These addi-
tional funds were budgeted for, Commis-
sioner O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. announced this week as
United Way of Cranford Week. United Way
of Cranford is seeking donations to support
its human care services in the community.
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Cranford

consultant to obtain an estimate as to what
the cost would be and if or how much the
borough would save. Mr. Mathieu pressed
the committee to also look into sharing
dispatch services with Cranford and hiring
another police officer.

The laws and licenses committee is look-
ing into leasing parking spaces in Kennedy
Plaza to commuters, Councilwoman Ann
Palmer said. She said she is not sure how
many spaces the borough should rent or for
how much. She hopes to have a recommen-
dation at the next meeting. NJ Transit has
encouraged Garwood to make commuter
parking available in order to have trains
stop more frequently in the borough.

Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
said he still has not received a schedule of
work from New Jersey American Water
Company. He said he will set up a meeting
to obtain the list of projects and approxi-
mate dates. Some residents have com-
plained they were not notified until the
day of the work. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
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Garwood Council
said she received an e-mail from one citi-
zen complaining that the water was cut off
mid-shower.

Leaf pickup is on schedule. Warnings
have been issued to residents for leaves
left in the street, according to Ms. Todisco,
who read Councilman Bill Nierstedt’s re-
port. Mr. Nierstedt was absent from the
meeting.

It was noted that NJ Transit is installing
another bus shelter on North Avenue near
Sovereign Bank.

Council members approved the appli-
cations of four grants to Union County for
the following: senior citizen program, se-
nior citizen transportation, the Senior Citi-
zen Handyman Program and the redevel-
opment study.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced that rep-
resentatives from the borough’s Office of
Emergency Management will be at the
Tuesday, November 26 meeting to answer
questions about hurricane preparation. The
presentation has been postponed twice.

policy committee outlined board policy for
the 2013-2014 school year. An hour-long
discussion ensued on the merits of the
present homework policy. The following
guidelines are recommended in board
policy: kindergarten, simple assignments;
grades 1-2, 20 minutes per night; grades 3-
5, 30 to 45 minutes per night; grades 6-8, 45
to 90 minutes per night, and grades 9-12, 30
to 45 minutes per academic course per
night. Superintendent Dolan suggested that
time should be spent on reading, noting if
that is not done students will not be pre-
pared for higher learning.

The discussion led to differing opinions
concerning the merits of homework over
vacation periods. Board Vice-President
Roseanne Kurstedt reminded board mem-
bers that the policy discussed was only a
suggested guideline.

Mr. Mattessich thanked the voters for

passing the new referendum, which he said
will allow the district to accept $2.7 million
in state aid for roof repairs to be completed
next summer. Ms. Sullivan said the West-
field High School roof repairs will go on
into December.

The BOE voted to accept a donation of
$5,000 from an anonymous donor to
Franklin Elementary School to be used to
purchase books, supplies and classroom
materials. Other donations accepted were
$24,414 from the PTO to Franklin School
for the purchase of 30 HP laptops and a
charging cart and $5,000 from the PTO for
classroom and library materials.

A workshop meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 19, at 7:30 p.m. and
the next regular meeting of the board will be
held on Tuesday, November 26, at 7:30
p.m. at the administration building, 302
Elm Street.
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Westfield BOE

Photo courtesy of Det. Michael Jackson
CENTENARIAN…Louis M. Vitale of Mountainside turned 100 years old in
May. Mr. Vitale is a World War II veteran serving in the Navy. Pictured, Mr.
Vitale poses with Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie on Veterans Day.


