
OUR 123rd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 46-2013 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, November 14, 2013USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwesteses fitfitfitfifififififififififififielelelelelelleleleleeleleleeleeeeee ddwwwwwdwwdwdwdwdwdwdwwwdwwwdwdwwwwwdwdwdwwwdwwdwdddwdwdwddwdwdwdwweseseeseesesesesssesesseseseesesesessseseseseesessesessttttttttttttttttttttttttttttWeWeWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW ststfifififieldld - W Wesest t  | |  606000000000000060000000000 00 00 0 000000000 NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNooNoNoNNortrtrtrtrrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttrrrtth h hhhhhh h hhhhhhhhhhh hhhhh hhhhhhhhhh AAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvvAvvAAvvenenenenenenennennnneneneneneneneneneneneennenenennnenenennnenneneneneennenennennuuuuueueueueueueueueueuuuueueuueueuuuueuuuueuuueueeuueue W W W W W W WWWW WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWesesesesesesessseseseseesssst,t,t,t,t,ttt,tt,t,t,t,t,ttt,t,ttt,,, W W W WW W WWWW W WWWWWWWWWW WWWeseseesesesesesesesess fififififitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfifitfitfitfitfieleleleleleleleleeellelelllelelelelellelelleld ddddd ddd dd d d d dd d d d d d ddddd dddd  | ||||| ||| | | | ||| | |||   909090909090909090000909000909090909090888-88-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-88888888888888 23233333233323323232323232323232323232323232323232322323232232332333333333333333333333333333333-3333-3333-3--3-3-3-333-3-3-3--3--333333333333 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000065656555656565565556565656556665656565656565656556556566656565656556565555565656565655556565565565656565556565565565    |||||||||||| |||| ||||| | | ||  w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ww ww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c.ccc.ccccc.cccoolololololololloloololoolollollollolollllooldwdwddwdwdwddwdwddwdwdwdwwdwdwdwddwdwwddwdwdwdwdwdwd eleleleleleeelelleleleeleleleeleleleeleelelellblblblblbllblblblblblblblblblbbllblbbbbbanananananannanananananananannannananannanananananananaaananannanaaa kkkkekkekkkekkkekkekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkkekekekekekekkkekkkekeeeerrrmrmrrmrmrmrmmrmmrmmmrrmrmrmrmrrrmrmrrrrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmrmrmmrmmmmmmovovovovovovovovoovovovovovovovovoovovoovovovooovovvooovoovesesesesesesesessessesesesesesesesesseeseesesseseseses.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c..c.c.cccc.c.c.c. omomooooooooooooooooooomm/w/wee

The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MOMENT OF SILENCE...Area veterans were honored at the annual Veterans Day ceremony held at the World War I
Memorial in downtown Westfield on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction withVeterans Day.

WF Council Discusses Election,
Stoneleigh Park Demolition

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its meeting last
Wednesday night, the Westfield Town
Council briefly discussed the results from
last Tuesday’s election. Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky won an unprecedented third term
as mayor, defeating Third Ward Council-
man David Haas. Council members Sam
Della Fera and Vicki Kimmins, both unop-
posed, and Councilman Keith Loughlin
were reelected to four-year terms, while
David Oliveira was elected to his first term
as councilman.

Mayor Skibitsky was not present at the
meeting, as explained by Acting Mayor
JoAnn Neylan. “As you know, the mayor’s
duties are not limited to council meetings.
Tonight he’s representing Westfield at an-
other function in town. At the invitation of

the New Jersey Small Business Develop-
ment Center, he is speaking at an informa-
tion session at their networking event for
businesses in Westfield and across the coun-
try.”

Mayor Skibitsky issued a statement
regarding the election which was read
by Ms. Neylan. “First, Mayor Skibitsky
extends his thanks to all the voters who
came out [November 5th] to support the
campaigns of their choice. He also wishes
to thank all the campaigns who partici-
pated in the democratic process and were
willing to serve the residents of our
great town.”

“He offers congratulations to Coun-
cilman Loughlin, Councilman Della Fera
and Councilwoman Kimmins on their
election and congratulations to Council-
man-elect David Oliveira, who will rep-

resent the Third Ward in January.”
Ms. Neylan, in turn, commended

Mayor Skibitsky for his victory. “I would
like to add my congratulations to Mayor
Skibitsky on his reelection. I look for-
ward to working with him over the next
four years.”

Later in the evening, an animated
exchange related to the election occurred
between Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst and Councilman Haas.

“I want to congratulate our mayor and
all the candidates who won last night, so
congratulations to those who will be
returning to this council as well as Coun-
cilman Oliveira,” Mr. Foerst stated. “I
had said two years ago and I say it again:
I am very disappointed with David [Haas]
and with people he supports with re-
gards to the negativity that he brought to
this campaign.

“It is not in keeping with the nature of
the people of Westfield. I’m glad the
people of Westfield saw through that
and were able to elect people who had
positive things to say about the town,
and I hope that you appreciate that in the
future negative campaigning does not
work in the Town of Westfield, and I
hope that you and your friends will
stop.”

Mr. Haas then responded to Mr.
Foerst. “First of all, the campaign is
over. This is an inappropriate time to
have this discussion. You have access to
the press. We can debate it in public in
all sorts of forums. This is an inappro-
priate place. Secondly, I would remind
you that [in] the first election you ran
several negative pieces of literature as
did the mayor in his first election
campaign…and I would point out, in
this election, there were negative pieces
of literature on me as well.”

At this point, Ms. Neylan interrupted
the two councilmen. “All right, thank
you; we may end this discussion now.”
The council then resumed the remainder
of the meeting without incident.

In other news, Sherry Hines addressed
the council regarding the demolition of
a house in Stoneleigh Park where she
lives. Ms. Hines was concerned whether
or not the new residence to be con-
structed would have the same “charac-
ter” as the rest of the neighborhood and
wanted to make the council aware of the

Freeholders Discuss Dams,
Union Alliance Grant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders consid-
ered a number of resolutions at last
Thursday’s agenda setting meeting.

The board considered a resolution to
enter into an agreement with non-profit
agencies to provide social services to
county residents. The resolution would
extend the county’s 2013 Peer Group-
ing renewal spending plan through May
31, 2014 by $103,146 for a new total of
$298,562.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the state anticipates ending
Peer Grouping funding as of June 30,
2014. The funding is used for residents
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

“The state recognized many years
ago that the (rates) need to be higher
because county nursing homes care for
the frailest of the frail,” Mr. Guzzo
said.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion to extend the 2013 Municipal Alli-
ance Grant for six months, from Janu-
ary 1, 2014 to June 30, 2014, and to
increase the award by $265,436 for a
new total amount of $796,308, and to
extend existing subcontracts with mu-
nicipalities and agencies. Mr. Guzzo
said all municipalities, with the excep-
tion of Winfield and Summit, which do
not participate in the grant, will receive
a 50-percent increase in funding and
six more months under the grant. Mu-
nicipalities are required to match the
grant dollar for dollar as it is a 100-
percent match. He said the average
award is in the $40,000 to $50,000
range. Towns use the funding for pro-
grams such as D.A.R.E. and Project
Graduation.

Another resolution would fund the
county’s Code Blue Emergency Shel-
ter Initiative for the 2013-2014 winter
in the amount of $60,000 to address the
needs of the homeless during extreme
weather conditions. “We are still the
only county in New Jersey that does

this,” Mr. Guzzo said. He said last year
Code Blue was initiated 61 times and
125 individuals were placed in shel-
ters. The program cost $6,600 last win-
ter. He said all municipalities and agen-
cies that run shelters are notified by
county police when Code Blue is acti-
vated.

“It really is a cooperative effort be-
tween the county and all the munici-
palities,” he said.

Matthew DiRado, director of admin-
istrative services, said resolutions on
tonight’s regular agenda would include
renewal of the employee dental plan
and renewal of the county’s disability
insurance whereby eight county em-
ployee union contracts require the
county to contribute $100 per employee,
or 52 percent of the amount, with work-
ers paying the rest. He said he is con-
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WF BOE Referendum
Passes, 6,836 to 1,694

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Voters last week
passed a referendum to accept $2.7 mil-
lion in state funding to be used towards
the remaining cost of the Westfield Board
of Education’s roof replacement program.

According to election results from the
town clerk, the question passed by a tally
of 6,836 to 1,694. Westfield passed a
$13.6-million referendum in December
2012 to replace the roofs at all of its 10
schools as well as the administrative of-
fice building on Elm Street. The money
will be used towards the remaining
$6,684,000 of work to be done in the
summer of 2014.

Roofs to be replaced next summer are
Edison Intermediate School, Franklin
Elementary School, Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, Lincoln Early Childhood
Learning Center, McKinley Elementary
School, Tamaques Elementary School,
Wilson Elementary School, Kehler Field
House and board of education building.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EARNING RECOGNITION…Nelson Dittman and Bob Hopkins of the United
Way of Cranford were awarded with a resolution announcing this week as United
Way of Cranford Week. Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. presents the resolution.

Cranford Announces New
Administrator, Promotions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —The Township Com-
mittee Tuesday announced it has hired
Terrence Wall as its new township ad-
ministrator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett, who announced his
resignation in August. Mr.
Wall served North Arlington
for six years as administrator
before taking the post in
Cranford, which will begin
Saturday, November 16. By
resolution, the committee
designated Mr. Wall as a
Qualified Purchasing Agent
and authorized a bid thresh-
old of $36,000.

Each commissioner, the mayor and
the township clerk thanked Mr. Hartnett
for his service to the township.

“He has put us on the path we need to
be on,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins

said of Mr. Hartnett.
The committee, by resolution, au-

thorized the advancement of Jonathan
Wojcik to the rank of lieutenant in the
Cranford Fire Department. Two dis-

patchers were hired by reso-
lution for the police depart-
ment. Jennifer Burns was ap-
pointed to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Financial
Specialist in the Department
of Finance. Jennifer Kobliska
was promoted to the Assis-
tant to the Township Admin-
istrator and was reappointed
as Registrar of Vital Statis-
tics.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
awarded the township a $400,000 grant
and the County of Union a $100,000
grant to de-snag the Rahway River in
the township, Mr. Hartnett said. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD…Llewellyn Jones was sworn in as councilman by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco at Tuesday night’s township council meeting in
Scotch Plains as his wife, Bridget, and daughter look on.

GW Discusses Sick Payouts,
Sharing Dispatch With WF

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Councilman
Jim Mathieu asked for a resolution at Tues-
day night’s council meeting in support of a
state Assembly bill to rein in sick day
payouts for public employees.

The bill, sponsored by Assemblywoman
Caroline Casagrande (R-11th, Freehold),
was introduced into the Legislature last
year but has languished in committee. Mr.
Mathieu is hoping to spur action on the
measure.

The bill would end the practice of
allowing public employees to accrue
sick time that is paid as a lump sum upon
retirement, which has cost municipali-
ties – including Garwood earlier this
year – thousands of dollars. The practice
makes it difficult for municipalities to
stay within the state’s 2-percent prop-
erty-tax cap, Asw. Casagrande has said.

“Sick days are not meant to be used as a
financial windfall at the end of a career,”
she said in a press release. “And taxpayers
certainly cannot afford to pay municipal
workers who aren’t working.”

In April, Garwood council members
voted to approve a “special emergency
appropriation” of $88,250 to pay the un-
used sick and vacation time as well as a

“terminal leave” payment to retiring police
Captain James Pipala. The resolution al-
lowed for the borrowing of the money that
would pay Mr. Pipala in two installments,
and allow the borough to spread the debt, at
1.25-percent interest, over the borough’s
budget for the next five years.

Mr. Mathieu voted no, complaining about
“paying people not to work” and also dis-
liking the acquisition of more debt.

“I believe that public employees should
only use sick days for occasions when they
are ill and cannot report to work,” Mr.
Mathieu said in an e-mail Tuesday night. “It
is a testament to the profound shift in our
culture that this concept is now somehow
controversial as accrued sick days have
morphed into a property right.”

He said while he believes the bill does
not go far enough in many respects, most
likely to appease Democrats, it is a step in
the right direction.

In other meeting news, Garwood has met
with Westfield and Union County repre-
sentatives about sharing emergency dis-
patch services, according to Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco. The issue, which was
originally under the police committee, is
now being handled by the finance commit-
tee as members seek to hire an outside

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Terrence Wall

Westfield BOE Presents Test Results;
Discusses Homework Policies

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD –The board of education
(BOE) discussed testing results and had a
lengthy discussion regarding policy issues
at its meeting on Tuesday.

At the onset of the meeting, BOE Presi-
dent Rich Mattessich honored seven West-
field National Merit Scholarship semi-fi-
nalists for 2014. Kristen Hauge and Mark
Gillespie were presented with certificates.
Also honored, but not present, were
Alexander Beals, Rachel Holtzman, Alex
Mossawir, Jill Rosenfeld and Lily Wang.

The Westfield Public Schools’ annual
testing results was presented by Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum Paul Piniero.
He said that state mandated assessments are
used to analyze student growth, monitor
curriculum alignment with standards, con-
sistency of instruction and assess programs
as part of an ongoing curriculum review. In
English Language Arts, from third grade
through high school, Westfield students

tested above their peers on a District I level
and a state level. Westfield students also
tested as well, or higher, in mathematics in
the spring of this year. The same results
were achieved by Westfield students in
science testing. Mr. Piniero also said that
Westfield students scored higher in SAT
testing than their counterparts on the state
and national level.

In a four-year summary of 17 advanced
placement courses scores, Mr. Piniero said,
“When you’re dealing with a large number
of students with tight calibrations of test
scores, Westfield performed just as high or
higher on a state and global level. All results

are available on the Westfield School Dis-
trict website.”

The results of the N.J. Quality Single
Accountability Continuum (QSAC), which
is state mandated to monitor district admin-
istrative policies, is overseen by a local
committee headed by Lincoln School Prin-
cipal Audrey Zavetz. It covers areas of
district effectiveness, instruction and pro-
gram, fiscal management, governance, op-
eration management and personnel and is
posted on the district website, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan said.

BOE member Gretchan Ohlig of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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