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CRANFORD – Republicans Mary
O’Connor, 3,996, and Bob
D’Ambola, 3,797, defeated
Democratic incumbent Kevin
Campbell, 3,560, and his run-
ning mate, Kelly Howard, 3,447,
Tuesday in the race for two seats
on the township committee. They
will fill the seats of Mr. Campbell
and Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley, a Democrat,  who chose
not to run for re-election.

As cheers enveloped the newly-
elected committee members at
the Garlic Rose on North Avenue,
Ms. O’Connor said, “I’m over-
whelmed.” Ms. O’Connor is a
widow and the mother of a grown
daughter, Nell. She now serves
on the planning board, and this
was her first run for political of-

fice. She grew up in Cranford and
is an education technology spe-
cialist for the Summit school dis-
trict. She said that her parents
were both Republicans in Cranford
and also said she always told her
daughter that she could do any-
thing she wanted to do.

“This time, she threw it back to
me and urged me to run,” she
added. “We knocked on the doors
of 4,000 houses,” she said. “I’m
amazed. I can’t begin to tell you,”
she remarked, while thanking
supporters. “It’s almost unbe-
lievable. This shows where the
real team is in Cranford. The
good people in Cranford are on
this side.”

Mr. D’Ambola, who is a former
police officer in Summit and now
the chief of security and emer-
gency management at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Passaic, also was

elated and thanked supporters
in the room. “We walked and
walked and walked,” he said.
“We can’t wait to start working
for Cranford and for all of the
residents.”

He thanked Committee mem-
bers Kalnins and Lisa Adubato,
current Republican members on
the committee. He also thanked
all of the people who held
fundraisers and thanked state
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin and the Union
County Republican Committee.

Cranford Republican Chairman
Bob Donovan thanked all of the
past Republican mayors and com-
mittee members. Mr. Morin said,
“It is great to see that old-fash-
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CRANFORD WINNERS...Pictured, left to right, Cranford Commissioners
Andis Kalnins and Lisa Adubato and Township Committee-elect members Mary
O’Connor and Bob D’Ambola celebrate their victory at The Garlic Rose.
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ioned campaigning and the voices
of an educated public results in
getting the best people elected.”

As of January, the township
committee will consist of four
Republicans and one Democrat,
Tom Hannen, Jr., who now serves
as mayor.

Over at the Kilkenny House Res-
taurant & Pub on South Avenue,
which served as Democratic
headquarters Tuesday evening,
the mood was less festive, but
good-natured. After losing his
bid for reelection Tuesday, Mr.
Campbell, an attorney and life-
long Cranford resident who has
served on the township commit-
tee for three years, said, “This
was a very close election. It shows
that Cranford is a very indepen-
dent town and all public officials
should keep this in mind.”

Mr. Howard, a three-year
Cranford resident, said, “Tremen-

dous progress has been made in
the past year. My hope is that
this will balance out and more
progress will benefit the whole
community.”

Outgoing Committeeman
O’Malley said he chose not to
seek reelection because, “The
recession hit me hard; I have to
start making some money. Be-
ing a committeeman is hard work.
You have to forget about ideol-
ogy and do what works. It was an
education and a half. The new
committee people will learn that.”

Mayor Hannen said, “It’s all about
Cranford. I wish the new commis-
sioners the best of luck. It’s all
about Cranford.” Former mayor
Dan Aschenbach commented that,
“It was a close election and very
good for the Democrats, even
though they came up short. I’m
sure everyone will work together
in 2014 and do a good job.”

CDC Receives Proclamation
For 95 Seasons of Hard Work

CRANFORD – Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz presented a proc-
lamation to the Cranford Dra-
matic Club Theatre (CDC) recog-
nizing the theatre’s 95th season
before a recent performance of
Little Shop of Horrors.

Founded in 1919 the CDC The-
atre is an all-volunteer run the-
atre and a registered 501©3 or-
ganization whose productions are
consistently recognized for their
excellence by the NJ Association
of Community Theatres, NJYACT.
The theatre’s The Music Man was
honored with the Perry Award for
Outstanding Production of a Mu-
sical in 2013.

CDC Theatre’s 2013-2014 sea-
son will continue with a Children’s
Theatre production of Dear Edwina,
on Friday, December 6, and Sat-
urday, December 7, and Sunday,
December 8. The musical Spring

Awakening at the end of February
and the drama Doubt, A Parable
will be presented in May.

The Junior Theatre Program at
CDC Theatre includes ongoing
classes for children, the upcom-
ing production of Dear Edwina in
December and two Junior Mem-
ber shows in June: Alice in Won-
derland, with elementary/middle
school aged performers and
Urinetown, with high school aged
performers. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for ticket
and audition information.

Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, and a Partner
Agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

Mathieu, Martin Win
Garwood Election
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GARWOOD — Conservative Re-
publican Garwood Councilman
James Mathieu, 585, was re-
elected to a second term Tues-
day night along with Republican
Michael Martin, 722, who will
take the council seat currently
filled by Steven Blaufeder come
January. A write-in bid by Bruce
Paterson fell short with 157 votes.
The local Republican Party chose
Mr. Blaufeder to fill a vacancy on
the council left by the resigna-
tion of Victor DeFilippo and to
run for council in the GOP Pri-
mary in June along with Mr. Mar-
tin. Mr. Mathieu was the top vote
getter in the Primary, followed
by Mr. Martin. Democrats, who
have a 4-2 majority on the bor-
ough council, did not file any
nominating petitions for candi-
dates by the April deadline, nor
did they mount a write-in effort
in their party’s Primary.


