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l'ennemi du journaliste

MAIREAD McKEARY NOTCHES FIRST GOAL,  ADDS ASSIST; MELIADO FOLLOWS WITH GOAL

Minutemen Startle Cougars in Girls Soccer Struggle, 3-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Concerns that a letdown may
occur after dropping a tough de-
cision to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
for the Union County Tourna-
ment championship on October
27 became a reality when the
Elizabeth High School girls soc-
cer team kept one step ahead
most of the game to startle the
Cranford Cougars, 3-2, at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 31.

The 9-6-3 Lady Minutemen took
advantage of the 16-2 Cougars’
not quite up to speed move-
ments and scored within the first
five minutes when Maria Calle
slid the ball past goalkeeper
Megan Pringle, who finished with
six saves. Then with 4:15 re-
maining in the first half, Calle
assisted Monica Flores on a some-
what unusual goal. That sequence
began with a free kick that was
deflected by a defender. Flores
rushed to the rebound first and
buried it in the right corner. In
the half, Elizabeth out-shot the
Cougars, 5-1, although the Cou-
gars held a 4-2 edge in corner
kicks.

In fact, the Lady Minutemen
took a 3-0 lead 13 minutes into
the second half when Calle tapped
in her second goal after a free
kick. The Cougars did not suc-
cessfully respond until senior for-

ward Mairead McKeary scored
with 20 minutes remaining.

“This game we all were kind of
relaxed during warm-ups and
didn’t really seem to have the
desire to play. It wasn’t that we

didn’t want to win, it was that no
one came prepared. I don’t want
to say that we underestimated
them, because we knew that they
had good players and they were
like a solid team to play against.

We really weren’t playing the
Cranford style of soccer that we
were playing this whole entire
season. We weren’t playing to

feet. We were rushed. We weren’t
ready for them to be putting in
tackles on us,” McKeary said.

McKeary’s goal was a right-to-
left shot that lodged into the left
corner.

“That’s when we started set-
tling the ball. The midfield got it,
played it through our outside
forward Annie Gunther. I saw
this opening and ‘Gun’ picked
her head up and saw me. It was

the right time. I made the cut
and ‘Gun’ played it across to me.
I just had to finish it in order to
try to pick this game up. I didn’t
start well either. I thought if I
step it up, maybe the whole team
will. It would be a good starting
point. After that, it picked up
quite a bit,” McKeary said.

Nine minutes later, McKeary
possessed the ball at midfield,
dribbled way down the left side
to within 10 yards of the goal and
crossed to Izzy Meliado, who
made the score, 3-2.

“I was going in on goal, and I
started to get too far wide. My
teammate Isabella Meliado was
making a perfect run down the
middle, so I picked my head up,
saw her and crossed it into the
middle. She got her foot on it and
finished it. It was what we work
on all the time in practice, a
perfect goal,” McKeary said.

The Cougars added a furious
attack in the final two minutes,
but the Lady Minutemen suc-
cessfully resisted.

Since the seeding for the up-
coming sectional tournaments,
which began on November 4,
had already been settled, and
the Cougars had received the top
seed, the loss to Elizabeth held
no bearing, but it may have been
a blessing in disguise.

“Mentally, we all must pick it
up. This showed that any team
can come out and beat us. Other
teams are not going to just let us
beat them. They are going to
play us. Our practices, everyone
has to be more focused. Every-
one has to start mentally prepar-
ing now,” McKeary said.

Elizabeth 2 1 3
Cranford 0 2 2

Probitas Verus Honos
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BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Cranford Cougar Shannon McGovern, No. 15, attempts to nudge the Lady Minute-
man in order to gain possession of the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 31.
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