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FW Poetry Reading Features
Bondhus and Petrolino

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a free event on Tues-
day, November 19, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue). Central
Jersey poets Charlie Bondhus and
John Petrolino will be the featured
readers.

Charlie Bondhus
teaches at Raritan
Valley Community
College in
Branchburg. He
earned a Master’s
Degree in creative
writing from
Goddard College and
a Ph.D. in literature
from the University
of Massachusetts,
Amherst. Charlie is
the author of three
books of poetry: “What We Have
Learned to Love,” which won
Brickhouse Books’ 2008-09 Stone-
wall Competition; “How the Boy
Might See It” (Pecan Grove Press);
and “All the Heat We Could Carry,”
winner of the 2013 Main Street Rag
Poetry Book Award. His poems have
appeared in Baltimore Review, the
Yale Journal for the Humanities,
the Tulane Review, Grey Sparrow
Journal, Cold Mountain Review, the
Sierra Nevada Review, and other
periodicals.

John Petrolino is a Red Bank poet
and a Merchant Marine Engineer-

ing Officer by trade. He graduated
from the Massachusetts Maritime
Academy (Class of 2004). John’s
published works include two vol-
umes of poetry: “Galleria”
(CreateSpace Publishing), and
“Congo Lights” (Piscataway House
Publishing). When he is not explor-
ing the poetry landscape in New
Jersey and New York or organizing

poetry readings in
Red Bank, he can be
found aboard ship in
the South Atlantic
searching for new
energy sources off
the coast of Africa.
His poems have ap-
peared in The Idiom,
Lips, the Journal of
New Jersey Poets,
Exit 13 Magazine,
and on
identitytheory.com,
wordriot.org, and

other sites.
The Carriage House Poetry Se-

ries is in its 15th year at the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was
once a 19th century carriage house,
hence the name of the series.

The November 19 reading is free
and open to the public. An open mic
reading will follow the featured per-
formance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

For online directions and infor-
mation, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Charlie Bondhus

POETRY READING...The Carriage House Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, November 19, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off North Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue). Central Jersey poets Charlie Bondhus and John
Petrolino, above, will be the featured readers.
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HALLOWEEN PARADE…Students and staff at Lincoln School are in true
Halloween spirit on October 25, as they show off their creative costumes at the
school’s annual Halloween Parade. As proud family members look on, the festive
mood was made complete with upbeat music and beautiful weather.

WALKING DEAD…McKinley Elementary School teachers Joseph Paradise,
left, and Stephen Markowski get into the spirit during the Westfield elementary
school’s annual Halloween Parade.

SP-F Arts Association to
Host Bus Trip to The Frick

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
- The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is hosting a trip to The
Frick Collection in Manhattan this
December to view the Vermeer,
Rembrandt, and Hals Masterpieces
of Dutch Paintings from the
Mauritshuis exhibit. Vermeer’s The
Girl With the Pearl Earing is one of
15 paintings in the exhibit of Dutch
masterpieces from the Royal Pic-
ture Gallery Mauritshuis.

The trip is scheduled for Thurs-
day, December 12. The cost is $30
per person, which covers transpor-
tation from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
to the museum and back. Entrance
to the Frick Collection is $20; $15
for seniors 65 and older. The bus
leaves Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
8:30 a.m., from in front of the mu-
nicipal building. The reservation to
enter the museum is at 11 a.m. Send
your check for $30 to SPFAA, P.O.
Box 151, Fanwood, NJ 07023.
Check must be submitted by Thurs-
day, November 21.

Members of the Arts Association
are currently reading “The Girl With
a Pearl Earring,” by Tracy Cheva-
lier. At the November meeting there
will be a discussion of the book and
the period in which Vermeer

painted.
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts

Association is a group of fine art-
ists, crafters, photographers and
sculptors forming a social group to
express and enjoy their talents. All
are welcome who want to use their
creative skills to share, appreciate
and grow with others.

A main goal of the Arts Associa-
tion is the integration of the arts
into daily life. We strive to achieve
this through informative demonstra-
tions, discussions and group trips.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association’s mission is to promote
and foster an appreciation of the arts
and related cultural activities, and to
provide an organization for local
artist to meet and share their talents
while providing an atmosphere of
collaboration and empowerment.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association meets monthly on the
third Thursday of the month at the
Kuran Cultural Arts Center. Please
see the website: SPFAA.net. The
2013-2014 season launched in Sep-
tember, with a meet and greet with
the new President, Sandra Cerchio.
Membership applications can be
found on the website. Call (908)
868-8909 with questions.

MASTERPEICE…”The Girl With a Pearl Earring” by Vermeer is currently on
display at the Frick Collection in New York City.

Potters’ Guild Hosts Annual
Holiday Pottery Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its
annual holiday sale of functional and
sculptural ceramics at the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, located at
1459 Deer Path in Mountainside (cor-
ner of Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane) on Saturday, November 16,
from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday,
November 17, from
12 noon to 5 p.m.
Admission is free
and credit cards are
accepted.

This increasingly
popular event draws
hundreds of custom-
ers from throughout
New Jersey and even
out of state. The
show is the perfect place to find a
unique holiday gift or a special item or
present for any occasion. There will
be more than 35 potters from the area
exhibiting their work this season.

Judy Musicant of Mountainside
is one of the area’s featured artists:
As is the case for many serious clay
artists, Judy Musicant discovered
pottery after embarking on her “day
job” as an attorney. Her work has
been featured in many juried shows
and won a “Best Ceramics Piece in

Show” at a New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts members show. Her
work is in a number of books and
publications, including “500 Pitch-
ers,” published by Lark and “Ce-
ramic Review – The International
Magazine of Ceramics”.

For directions to the show, visit
www.PottersGuildNJ.org.
or call Ms. Musicant
at (908) 233-1633.

The Potters Guild
is open to potters of
all skill levels liv-
ing in New Jersey.
The guild was
formed to share
ideas, solve prob-
lems, sponsor work-
shops, help market
work and educate

the communities on the value of
handmade ceramics.

In recent years, the guild has been
particularly engaged in charitable
efforts, including the creation of a
tile mural at the Trailside Visitors’
Center in the Watchung Reserva-
tion in Mountainside and another
mural at Evergreen School in Plain-
field.

For more information about the
Guild, or to join, visit
www.pottersguildnj.org/index.aspx.Premiere Stages Seeks

Submissions for Play Festival
UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-

fessional theatre company in residence
at Kean University, is now accepting
submissions for the 10th Annual Pre-
miere Stages Play Festival. This yearly
competition for unproduced scripts
offers developmental and production
opportunities to four playwrights born
or currently residing in the greater
metropolitan area (New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut).

Premiere will accept submissions
through Wednesday, January 15, 2014,
and select four finalists on February 27.
All four finalists will receive develop-
mental readings March 13 – 16, with a
winner and runner-up announced in
April.

The festival winner will be awarded
$2,000 and receive a full Equity pro-
duction in the summer of 2014; the
runner-up will receive $750 and an
Equity workshop in June. The two
remaining finalists will receive an hono-
rarium of $500.

“Premiere is particularly interested
in scripts that tackle social and political
issues, and challenge our audience to
re-examine the world around them. I
encourage playwrights interested in
submitting to peruse the theatre’s pro-
duction history or contact our office
with specific questions,” stated Clare
Drobot, Premiere’s Producing Associ-
ate and Resident Dramaturg.

Premiere Stages also actively ad-
vocates for festival writers, helps play-
wrights reach out to other theatres to
secure subsequent productions, and
partners with other organizations and
theatres to extend the profile and life
of the works developed.

“What makes Premiere unique is
that we fast track plays from a sit-
down reading to a fully staged pro-
duction within a few short months,
keeping highly topical plays relevant
while affording playwrights the ben-
efit of retaining the world premiere
rights,” stated John Wooten, Produc-
ing Artistic Director of Premiere
Stages.

In its nine seasons to date, the Pre-
miere Stages Play Festival has re-
ceived over 2,000 submissions and
developed more than thirty plays. A
number of play festival finalists have
gone on to publication and success-
ful productions at theatres across the
country. In 2012, both plays honored
by the American Theatre Critics As-
sociation were previously developed
at Premiere: Tammy Ryan’s Lost Boy
Found in Whole Foods (winner of the
2012 Francesca Primus Prize), and
Dominique Morriseau’s Follow Me
to Nellie’s, which also received com-
mendation.

Premiere’s 2013 Play Festival win-
ner, The Beautiful Dark by Erik
Gernand, riveted audiences and crit-
ics alike.

All 2014 entries will be evaluated
by a panel of theatre professionals in
consultation with the artistic director
and resident dramaturg. Agents may
submit full scripts; playwrights may
submit a synopsis and script sample
directly. Postmark deadline is Janu-
ary 15, 2014. There is no fee to enter
the competition. Complete submis-
sion guidelines are available at
www.kean.edu/premierestages/
play.asp.

Teacher-Training Workshop
Explores the Wonders of Wetlands

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers invites formal and non-formal
educators of children in grades K-
12 to take part in Project WOW, the
Wonders of Wetlands, on Thursday,
December 5, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside.

Project WOW is an instructional
program that provides more than
50 hands-on, multi-disciplinary ac-
tivities in lesson plan format for

educators working with children in
grades K-12. Extensive background
information on wetlands, ideas for
student action projects and a wet-
lands resource guide are all pro-
vided in this interactive and engag-
ing teacher-training workshop. Ac-
tivities in the workshop are corre-
lated with the National Science
Education Standards.

Pre-registration is required and
space is limited. The fee is $25 per
person and includes the Project
WOW guidebook. Each participant
will receive six New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education credits. Morn-
ing refreshments will be served
during registration. Participants are
encouraged to bring a lunch.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For more
information about this workshop or
other activities at Trailside, call
(908) 789-3670 or visit us on our
website at www.ucnj.org/trailside.

PROJECT WOW…A Trailside park
naturalist looks for dragonfly larva,
tadpoles, and other aquatic life with
a youngster during a pond search
program conducted by Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in the
Watchung Reservation.


